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P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com

Murrabit Community News
We seem to be getting asked more and more by the ‘day trippers’ or
‘overnighters’ coming to the Murrabit Market, what other things they can
do in the area after they have finished at the Market. We are hoping to
develop a brochure soon to fill this gap that contain some decent maps
so we can provide our visitors with the information they are seeking.
Some of our recommendations have been:

Phone: 03 5457 2205
Every Friday 10am to 4pm (except Public Holidays)
Wednesday prior to a Market 10am to 4pm
via our website: https://www.murrabit.com.au/market/.
In the meantime, keep up-to-date with what’s happening at the
Murrabit Market and in the community by following us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitcountrymarket/ or https://
www.murrabit.com.au/

A circuit over our bridge and through to Barham via the sealed road.
Stopping off at the three popular little shops – Riley Paige, Swoosh and
Thule Trading. There’s also Canvas Coffee and Provedore in Barham.
Then over the bridge stopping off at the Koondrook Wharf which has
recently won an International Architecture Award. Then there’s the
historic precinct in Koondrook and another foodie option, The Long
Paddock.
If our visitors are heading through to Echuca we suggest they stop off at
Cohuna on the way at the Gateway to Gannawarra Centre (open to
2pm Saturdays) and then enjoy a longer stop at Waffles. If they are into
gardening and haven’t already spent heaps of money on plants at the
Murrabit Market - they can head just out the road at Cohuna to the Elm
Tree Nursery. We send them via Pyramid Hill to get back to Bendigo –
a quick climb up the hill is always a popular option! Or, for those with a
longer amount of time, through to Echuca. We all know what Echuca
has to offer.
For those heading north, we have a fully sealed road through the Lakes
District and around to Lake Boga. At Lake Boga our visitors can enjoy
the Flying Boat Museum and Boo’s Café on the Lake. Swan Hill of
course has the Pioneer Settlement and the wonderful Spoons Riverside
Café.
Those who have headed straight up the highway from Bendigo early in
the morning and are heading back that afternoon, we suggest they do a
circuit around through Lake Charm and into Kerang – there’s the Ibis
Rookery on the way, plus the view over the Solar Farm on the Lalbert
Road is fantastic. We then suggest they head via Quambatook where
the community there have got together and opened the Quambatook
Share Shop – a great little community shop like our own Busy Bees,
and open between 10am to 3pm on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday!
Quambatook has also become the town known far and wide for its Silo
Cinema! Visitors can head back to Bendigo via Boort, a drive around
the lake is also great, and through to the Loddon Valley Highway.
Where only a short time ago it was difficult to find anything for our
visitors to enjoy in our area on a weekend, it is great to see little
businesses and community enterprises popping up. People are looking
for a point of difference and a unique experience. Food for thought
perhaps for some of our local entrepreneurial locals!
Next market is on Saturday 7 September 2019, 8:30am to 12:30pm.
Live music by Jimmy Johnson. Come along and enjoy shopping at the
fabulous stalls selling fresh produce, plants, tools, homewares, bric-abrac, clothing, and lots more.
Stallholder bookings welcome Ph: 5457 2205 (Fridays 10am to 4pm
and Wednesday prior to a Murrabit Market, except public holidays), or

Saturday 7th September

Jimmy Johnson

First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine!

8.30am—12.30pm

Phone: 54572205

Murrabit and District
Heritage Group
We said goodbye to one of our founding
members this month with the passing of
Stuart Murray. Stuart certainly was a ‘go to’
person for everything historical about
Murrabit & District. He had an incredible
knowledge and loved coming along to each
meeting with his colourful stories and a
handful of interesting documents he found
‘while sorting out his office’! He would also
bring along a lovely sponge cake made by
Rosemary. In more recent times, he even
started to bring Rosemary along with him!
Stuart was a third generation farmer on the
family farm at Murrabit West, the land having
been selected by Stuart’s grandfather around
1896. Stuart’s father Herb established the
Moorunduden Jersey Stud and the Murray
family continue to dairy on the same farm at
Murrabit West. Stuart also contributed in
other ways to the wider community, including
to the Murrabit Football Club where he was a
Life Member. Stuart’s funeral was held at the
Complex and the siren sounded as Stuart left
his beloved footy ground for the final time.

would have been! The cartoon is a portrayal of
all the things that happened at that working
bee! Stuart was the President of the Murrabit
Football Club at the time and was overseeing
‘proceedings’ with a cool drink on the right hand
bank of the river, along with former local Tony
(‘Wal’) Irwin.

Meeting Dates for 2019: 9 September and 11
November (AGM). Meetings are held at the
Market Office. Supper included. All Welcome.
Contacts: Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue on
5457 2264 AH (email burrpark@bigpond.com)
or President Dick Walters 5457 2287.

Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to
Rosemary and family.
The cartoon below was on display at Stuart’s
funeral.
The cartoon was drawn by Max Borella. It will
bring back lots of memories for those involved
in the Murrabit Football Club ‘working bee’ on
that day, all the way back in 1986. Now here’s
a bit of local history that many may not know!
The sequence of ‘All the Rivers Run’ starring
Sigrid Thornton required a derelict bridge, this
bridge being found out from Murrabit on the
New South Wales side of the Murray River. The
Murrabit Footy Club was sent out to tidy up
the site in preparation for the ‘stars’ to arrive
and filming to begin. What an exciting day it

HON PETER WALSH MLA
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
REPRESENTING MURRAY
PLAINS
ELECTORATE
496 High Street, ECHUCA VIC
3564
Phone: 5482 2039 or
1300 467 906

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
Please feel free to contact my office with any
matters concerning the State Government or
its departments.
Funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office &
Communication Budget.

Murray Plains Athletics Sports for the second
time against schools from Gunbower,
Koondrook, Leitchville and Lake Charm. The
Lions Public Speaking

students gave their all on the day and it was

The Murrabit Lions Club recently held their

fantastic to see so many children beaming with

Public Speaking Competition and six students

smiles after receiving a blue, red or green ribbon

competed and did very well in front of a large

at the end of the day. We were lucky enough to

crowd at the Murrabit Golf Club. We have some

win the trophy for the second year in a row. A

future leaders amongst our children for sure.

great effort from our dedicated Murrabit

Grade 5/6 – Winner – Belle Morton Runner Up -

athletes. Many of

Emmity Hartley Participation - Jack Keath

the students will
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now go onto
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higher level at

Regional Lions Club Public Speaking at

Kerang and Swan

Gunbower on the 11th August. It was a great
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effort to get to this level and both girls are to be
congratulated for doing so well.

Book Week
Regional Hockey

After putting in a huge amount of work into the

On the 6th August we entered a team in the
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Group School were short listed either in the

Hill and came third. This team included Lachlan
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Maher, Emmity Hartley, Angus McDonald, Xavier

section....an amazing effort. With the Book
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Parade on Friday, it promises to be a very

Jack Keath and some students from other Murray

exciting day. We hope to see as many people

Plains Cluster Schools. Well done to these

there on the streets to say hello to as we walk

students who did so well.

past.

Athletic Sports
Recently the Murrabit Athletic Sports were held
with the Cockatoos winning against
the Kingfishers. There was lots of cheering and
plenty of personal bests as the kids gave their
all. After this the children competed in the

SCOTT MCNEIL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579

5457 0304
Mob. 0419 561 126

icence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C

This month we enjoyed a yummy chocolate cake for
Yar’s birthday.

MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP is held every Friday morning, from
10:30am-12pm.
At the Playgroup centre - Gonn Avenue Murrabit,
(opposite Murrabit Trading)

There was also some storey time with a bit of “The
Wonky Donkey” and then the
weather had us stay inside to
play with the big wooden blocks
and create some master piece
drawings.

New members are ALWAYS welcome
MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP were a lucky recipient
of the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR)
Small & Vital grant with our project goal to rejuvenate
the facility. The new storage cupboards have been
installed and look amazing. A big thank you to Kerang
Custom Joinery for their wonderful work. They are going
to be such a great asset to the centre.
The interior of the building will undergo painting in the
near future and we will be hosting a come and see day at
the completion of the works. We will keep you posted.
FAMILY DAY CARE
Sadly Family Day Care has come to a standstill at
Murrabit with previous attendant Tarni moving on.
Unfortunately to date, no replacement has been found.
If you require day care or know of a candidate
for the role, please contact the Gannawarra Shire
Children’s Centre on 5452 1357. We urge anyone
seeking child care to please be sure to contact the
Gannawarra Shire to register your interest in the centre
so that demand and validation for the service can be
recorded.
ACTIVITIES
Leadership program with Murrabit School Children
Once again MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP were visited
by the Murrabit school children with their leadership
program. The senior students attended playgroup
reading books to the younger children and engaging the
children in puzzles. The students did a wonderful job
with the younger ones and this program is creating a
fantastic connection for the older playgroup children
that will be soon
transitioning into
either kindergarten
or primary school.

DATES AND ACTIVITIES TO COME
16/08/19
23/08/19
30/08/19
06/09/19
08/09/19
Market
13/09/19
20/09/19
27/09/19

Water Die & Glitter Bottles
Father’s Day Craft / Library
Murrabit Group School Leadership Program
Dress Up Day
Clean Up Duty September Murrabit Country
Beads & Pasta Play
Play At The Murrabit Park
Footy Dress Up Day & Footy Food

MURRABIT COUNTRY MARKET
Just a little reminder that MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP
is on market “Clean Up Duty” next month Sunday 8th of
September. If you are able to come and help it would
be greatly appreciated.
Start time is from 10:30am and remember that more
hands make light work.

Birthday Celebrations
We always love to celebrate the children’s birthdays at
MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP but we especially enjoy
celebrating our beautiful mothers, fathers, grandparents
or care givers birthdays too.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP is a welcoming
environment with no commitment to come every week.
We urge anyone contemplating coming along to please
do so, you won’t regret it. All you need to bring is a
piece of fruit to share.
Contacts: President / Activities
Secretary / Treasurer
Member / Newsletter

Rose Lavey
0403 260 745
Hannah McKnight 0427 096 243
Annalea Matthews 0428 862 397

WHAT’S ON…...
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

25
*Mens Shed
Open 10am-4pm

26

27

28
*Senior
Citizens Social
Meal

29

30
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

31

1 SEPTEMBER
*Mens Shed
Open 1.30-4pm

2

3
*Bus Service to
Echuca

4

5

6
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

7
*MURRABIT
COUNTRY
MARKET

8
*Mens Shed
Open 1.30-4pm
*Church Service

9
*Heritage Group
Meeting

10
*Lions Business
Meeting

11
*Senior
Citizens

12

13
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

14

15
*Mens Shed
Open 1.30-4pm

16

17
*Newsletter
Deadline
*Bookclub

18

19

20
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am
*Bus Service to
Echuca

21

22
*Mens Shed
Open 1.30-4pm

23

24
*Lions Dinner
Meeting

25
*Senior
Citizens Social
Meal

26

27
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

28

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
Greg Maher
20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
Ph: 5457 2293
Mob: 0408 500 988
Licence no: VIC - 12893 NSW - 215064C

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING
Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping
Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the
MAA Office by

TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
Information can be emailed to
murrabit1@bigpond.com

delivered or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free.
Advertise from $10.

MARKET CLEAN UP
ROSTER 2018/19
September 7th, Murrabit Playgroup
October 5th, Tennis Club
November 2nd, Murrabit Fire Brigade

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -

8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall

8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD

2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service

One-way, Part way & non-concession fares are also available. No bookings are necessary. Tickets are available from the driver & allow for free
transport on Echuca buses whilst there.
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates,
Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet
food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs, Irrigation & much, much more.
Ph:

5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com

MURRABIT MENS SHED





Open Days – Sundays 1:30pm to 4pm
Next community lunch on Sunday 25 August 2019
Market Set up – 9am Friday 6 September – meet at
Lions Park
Murrabit Market Stall – 8:30am Saturday 7
September

Save the Date - Men’s Health Event – Friday 27
September
We are hoping to host a Men’s Health Event on Friday
27 September 2019 from 10:30am and finishing with a
lunch. Save the date and we will provide additional
information as soon as details are confirmed.
Save the Date – Christmas Break-up
Sunday 8 December 2019 – Lake Boga Flying Museum
plus lunch
Annual General Meeting Wrap Up
We had our AGM earlier in August. The Men’s Shed has
had another successful year. Highlights were the opening
of the Murrabit Community Garden, a successful grant
towards our lean-to project, our monthly community
lunches and our six week woodworking program with the
Murrabit Group School. We have also volunteered our
time to be involved in some great community projects
including installing an automatic watering system into
the Lions Park, paving and restoring table and chair sets,
as well as our monthly involvement in the set up and
pack up at the market.
Our 2019/20 Priorities
Our first priority has already been achieved with the
installation of insulation batts into the roof of the former
Scout Hall. This will make this important meeting space
cooler over summer and warmer over winter. We have
also started lining the Men’s Shed so that shelving can be
installed. This, along with continuing to raise funds for
our ‘lean-to’ project aim to provide a more clutter free
environment for our work and enable the expansion into
some new programs and projects. Expanding the dust
extractor is also ready to occur. We are also developing
Safe Operating Procedures for all our equipment and
there is more work planned in the community garden.
Community Garden
Please help yourself to the garden. In exchange for some
fresh produce, please feel free to contribute to the upkeep
of the garden by pulling weeds, turning soil and planting
your favourite vegetables.
Timber Products for Sale
Timber products made by the Men’s Shed are available
for sale in Busy Bees of Murrabit. All reasonably priced.
We will have our stall at the remainder of the Murrabit
Markets for the year. Pop by and say hello!
School Woodwork Program
Thanks to some funding from the Murrabit Lions Club,
the Murrabit Men’s Shed is once again able to partner
with the Murrabit Group School to provide a 6 week
woodwork program for the Year 4-6 students. The dates
are 5, 12 and 19 September and 10, 17 and 24 October.
We encourage mums, dads and grandparents to come

along and help out. Please contact Stephen if you are
available.
Facebook Page
The Murrabit Men’s Shed has a Facebook page. Follow
the page to find out all about what goes on at the Men's
Shed and the Murrabit Community Garden:
www.facebook.com/Murrabit-Mens-Shed
Contacts
Rob Evans, President – 0418 186 143
Jamie Semmler, Vice-President - 0411 585 716
Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary - 0418 577 238 or 5457
2264
Murrabit Men’s Shed, C/- Post Office, Murrabit 3579
Murrabit Men’s Shed Inc BSB 633000, Account No.
149957367







Fully automated garden watering systems and
repairs
Swimming pool maintenance
Small engine and pump repairs
Home maintenance
General odd jobs

CR & CA Thompson
Fencing Contractors
Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.
(03) 5457-2225

MURRABIT UNITING
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Next Service 11.30am on Sunday 8th
September
Minister Tawk Kap
Contact Glenna 5457 2343
TA & DL

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing)

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310
Licence No. VIC - 37387 NSW - 238436C

Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com

Thanks to our Volunteers
Did you know that there are 90 volunteers
involved in putting on each of the thirteen
Murrabit Markets held each year?
These volunteers help make sure our town is
presentable, that the market site is set up, they
pick up sticks, rake up the leaves, put out the bins,
clean all the concrete and mow the grass. Then the
night before Market day, the lights go on and a
new gang of volunteers move in and start
preparing food to feed the crowd.

“Busy Bees of
Murrabit”

Community owned and
operated gift shop and tourist
information centre, Gonn
Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit Market
Office Complex)
Open each Friday 10am to 4pm (except public holidays) and
the Wednesday prior to a Murrabit Market (10am to 4pm),
as well as Murrabit Market mornings 9am to 12.30pm.

Market morning comes around and some of the
same volunteers, and more new ones, turn up
early in the morning and take up their respective
roles to make sure everything goes well on the
day and that our visitors and stallholders are well
fed and looked after.
The whole collective purpose is to provide the best
experience we can to our stallholders and visitors
and hope that they will all go away and say ‘what a
great community spirit this little town has’, ‘what
an amazing story this little town has in keeping
this market going for 42 years!’.
We need to stop and reflect every now and then,
and say thank you to all volunteers who continue
to make our community a great place to be.
Whatever your volunteer role is in our
community, “THANK YOU”
If you aren’t currently a volunteer but would like
to be, just turn up and you will be given a job!
And here is Simon and Jack flipping burgers at the
last market.

SOCIAL MEALS AT MURRABIT
REMAINING DATES FOR 2019






28th August
25th September
23rd October
20th November
18th December

Due to more recent changes RSVP’s must contact
Evelyn on 54570280, by Sunday before the meal date.
All Welcome

MURRABIT HALL NEWS
Change of date for Op Shop Fashion Parade. It is
now being held on Friday 11th October,
at the hall. We have local models, both
female and male for the evening. All
displays will be for sale.
Supper to follow.

Murrabit Senior Citizens
Social Meal 28th August
Meeting 11th September
Contact Secretary: Evelyn 5457 0280
for further info.

ALL WELCOME

Murrabit Market Future Planning
Leadership Group
Community leaders representing the ten
groups who directly benefit from the
Murrabit Market met this week.
The purpose of the meeting was to
reconfirm our community’s commitment
towards the Murrabit Market as we head
towards its 42nd Anniversary.
These leaders shared the community and
economic benefits of the Market over the
years to their own groups as well as the
wider community.

Discussion at the meeting was a reminder
that events like the Murrabit Market don’t
just happen, they happen only because
volunteers put their time, energy and
commitment into making them happen.
Without forward thinking volunteers there
would be no Murrabit Market and without
the Market, Murrabit as we know it would be
a much different community to what we all
enjoy today.
There was unanimous support by all ten
groups to unite and work together more
closely to ensure that our Market remains
sustainable in the future.
The conversation was extremely positive and
demonstrated the culture of our community
to come up with shared goals and using our
collective skills, knowledge and resources to
work towards solutions.
Despite the continued rural change going on
around us, we are in a good position and a
commitment by all ten groups to unite and
collectively make decisions around the
Market is a positive step forward.

MURRABIT LAWN
TENNIS CLUB NEWS
Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club AGM and General
meeting will be held this Friday evening the 23rd of August at
6:30pm at the Murrabit Tavern, for dinner. All Welcome.
Please RSVP to Ang.
Names are now being taken for season 2019/20, for the
Saturday afternoon pennant competition. The season will
commence in October, with divisions 1, 2, 3 and juniors. New
players are most welcome. Please let Ang Morton know if
you wish to be entered into a team, ph: 0408 313 257 or email
- murrabitlawntennisclub@gmail.com.au

Men’s Yoga in Murrabit
Still going strong!!
Term 3 classes continue until Sept 18th

Do yourself a favour – come to a session
and try it!
Yoga relieves stress,
builds core strength,
prevents injuries,
increases flexibility,
calms the mind.....
and the list goes on...
Each Wednesday at Murrabit Hall, 6:30pm
(75 min class).
Just $10 per session.
Bring blanket, cushion, water and yoga mat
(we’ve got a few spares).
With accredited yoga instructor and meditation
teacher, Neil Hopkins.
For information or to book a place - Phone Neil
0490 830 641.
Do you have a certificate III or higher in
Children’s Services?
Would you be interested in delivering
quality care and education to Murrabit
and surrounding communities?
The Gannawarra Family Day Care
scheme has an opportunity for a new Educator at the in-venue
Family Day Care Service in Murrabit.
The discuss this exciting opportunity please contact
Gannawarra Family Day Care Service on 5452 1357 or visit
www.gsc.vic.gov.au

ROBBO’S MOBILE
WINDSCREENS
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE & PRIVATE WORK
ON FARM SERVICE
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON
0419 530 876
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579
Email: anthonyrobbo.99@gmail.com

