Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com

Murrabit Community News
What’s been happening?

Amazing what the first good soaking rain for
the year does to lift spirits!
The May Murrabit Country Market was held on
Saturday 4 May 2019. There was live music by
Annalea Matthews and after 22mm of rain the
previous week, the wonderful range of plant
stalls did a roaring
trade with lots of
plants heading to new
homes. A delighted
Helen Campbell of
Kerang took home
the 'Lucky Lady'
local
produce
hamper.

Phone: 03 5457 2205
Every Friday 10am to 4pm (except Public Holidays)
Wednesday prior to a Market 10am to 4pm
A Combined Gannawarra Progress Group
meeting is being hosted at Murrabit on
Wednesday 29 May. Representatives from
progress and development groups across the
Gannawarra Shire will be coming. Our
presentation theme will be how Murrabit
involves children in community life. This was a
theme other groups from across the Shire
were particularly interested in learning more
about. 6:30pm at the Murrabit Men’s Shed.
Next market is on Saturday 1 June 2019. We
are super excited that we will be hosting a
Multi-Agency Emergency Day as part of the
June market. Come along and see displays and
demonstrations by the Victoria State
Emergency Service, VicPolice and Country
Fire Authority. A car cutting demonstration
will also take place.
Added to that will be some fabulous stalls
selling
fresh
produce,
plants,
tools,
homewares, bric-a-brac, clothing, and lots
more. Remember, new market times: 8:30am
to 12:30pm!
Stallholder bookings welcome Ph: 5457 2205
(Fridays 10am to 4pm and Wednesday prior to
a Murrabit Market, except public holidays), or
via
our
website: https://
www.murrabit.com.au/market/.
In the meantime, keep up-to-date with what’s
happening at the Murrabit Market and in the
community by following us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
murrabitcountrymarket/ or https://
www.murrabit.com.au/

The week following, Murrabit Group School
Parents and Friends Group hosted the annual
Mother’s Day luncheon. Well done to all involved
and we do hope that all the mums out there had
a fabulous Mother’s Day.
What’s coming up?
Murrabit Group School will be hosting a launch
of the Gannawarra School Transition Booklet on
Monday 20 May. A Cancer Council Biggest
Morning Tea has also been planned for Thursday
23 May. Head along to help raise funds for this
important cause.

Saturday 1st June

Annalea Matthews
First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine!

8.30am—12.30pm

Phone: 54572205

Murrabit and District
Heritage Group
Meeting Dates for 2019: 9 September and 11
November (AGM). Meetings are held at the
Market Office. Supper included. All Welcome.
May meeting update: Our May meeting was held last
week. We had received two interesting requests for local
information which we are currently researching:
Irene Valma Eustace worked at the Murrabit Packing Shed in
1938. She had a son in June, 1939. The father’s name is
given as J. Scott, Murrabit. We are chasing up any
information on J. Scott. From our local history books, there
were a number of people with the surname Scott at
Murrabit around this time.

“Busy Bees of Murrabit”

Community owned and operated gift shop and tourist
information centre, Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of
the Murrabit Market Office Complex)
Open each Friday 10am
to 4pm (except public
holidays)
and
the
Wednesday prior to a
Murrabit Market (10am
to 4pm), as well as
Murrabit
Market
mornings
9am
to
12:30pm.

Same surname of Scott, but different enquiry: Information is
being sought on Albert Scott, who was manager on the
property "Baroona", located at the corner of Murrabit West
Road and Dawe Road between 1904-1914. Baroona was at
the time owned by Matthew Bennett. The property was a
district showpiece with lovely home surrounded by a white
picket fence and expansive garden. Albert Scott’s wife’s
name was Louisa (nee Kruger). They lived in a red mud brick
house on the property with their children.
If anyone can provide additional detail, we would love to
hear from you.
War Project: We have started to compile information and
photos on the names read out as part of the poppy laying
service on ANZAC and Remembrance Days. The names are
as follows:
Killed in Action 1914-1918
E Salau
JG Murray
J Moncrieff
D McKenzie
GH Guilmartin
HW Brown
Killed in Action 1939-1945
G Lake
H Lake
J Manners
AC Dennehy
W Fagan
DC Heffer
K Binder
M Ettershank
CR Nethercote
Again, if you can provide any further information, we would
be most grateful.
The current scope of the project is the names listed at the
Murrabit Cenotaph but we are also interested in gathering
information on other local servicemen and women. The end
result is hoped to be a publication of a book.
Contacts: Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue on 5457 2264 AH
(email burrpark@bigpond.com) or President Dick Walters
5457 2287.

Keep up to date by liking our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions

TA & DL

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing)

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310
Licence No. VIC - 37387 NSW - 238436C

Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com

CR & CA Thompson
Fencing Contractors
Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.
(03) 5457-2225

ANZAC Day Service
As part of the Murrabit Community ANZAC activities,
students from Murrabit Group School were given the
opportunity to write information texts about the topic
of ANZAC. All the Grade 5 and 6 children did a
wonderful job with their writing for this competition
and the judges had a very difficult task selecting the
winners and were very impressed with the standard of
entries. Congratulations to our two winners, Zeb Hein
and Belle Morton, a
fantastic achievement.
Both students wrote
biographies about
family members who
had contributed to the
war effort. A special
mention was also
given to Lachlan
Maher for his efforts. Lachlan's book was titled "War
Heroes".
On ANZAC Day our students participated in the
community service by singing, reading written pieces,
laying a wreath and laying poppies. All students showed
a deep respect for the ANZAC tradition through their
participation and behaviour. Congratulations to Max
Molloy, Neil Hopkins and his organising committee for
putting together such a wonderful service, and to
Stephen Monk who did an outstanding job as guest
speaker.
Grip Leadership
Our Grade 6 students attended the Grip Leadership
Conference in Bendigo, at the Bendigo Stadium, with
other student leaders from the Gannawarra Primary
Schools. They now have
a greater understanding
of what it takes to be a
leader within their
school and community,
showing character,
making a contribution,
developing a culture and
selecting a cause. They
have started follow up
activities at school
and will again complete
a Leadership Project in
2019.

Mother’s Day Luncheon
The Mother’s Day Luncheon was a great success on
Friday thanks to the efforts of Parents and Friends
Committee. The children played a big part in the event,
with the P/1's producing invitations and all students
making placements that looked spectacular. On the day
the P/1 students did an amazing job standing up in
front of the crowd and reading out why they love their
mum. So cute! The Grade 2 - 6 students produced a
video about their mum's which was a beautiful way for
the students to tell their mum's how much they love
them - which a splash of humour at times.
Education Week
Education Week takes place Monday 20th May to
Friday 24th May. We have two special events
happening at Murrabit Group School during the week,
the first being the launch of the Gannawarra Transition
Book on Monday 20th May at 11am. Councillor Charlie
Gillingham will be at our school to help the children do
this.
The second big event is the Biggest Morning Tea /
Open Day which is open to all members of the
community. This takes place on Thursday 23rd May
starting at 10am. Between 10am and 11am the
classrooms are open to visitors to look around, and we
would love to see any prospective prep parents,
parents, grandparents, family members or community
members visit and say hello and see the wonderful
things that take place in our classrooms. From 11:00
till 11:30am the children will put on a little musical
performance for everyone, followed by a delicious
morning tea.

What’s On in the Wider Area:
25/5
19/6
13/7
20-21/8
3/10

Swansong theatre production
at Cohuna – see separate write-up
The Sapphires
playing at Quambatook
The Owl’s Apprentice children’s
show, Leitchville
A Whale’s Tale children’s show,
Kerang and Cohuna
Picasso and His Dog children’s
show, Kerang

All event details are on Gannawarra Shire Council’s website: www.gsc.vic.gov.au
If you would like free promotion for your events,
upload to Gannawarra Shire Council’s website:
http://www.gannawarra.vic.gov.au/Business-andEvents/Events-Activities/Add-your-event

More from ANZAC Day at Murrabit

MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP is held every Friday morning, from
10:30am-12pm.
At the Playgroup centre - Gonn Avenue Murrabit,
(opposite Murrabit Trading)

New members are ALWAYS welcome
DATES AND ACTIVITIES TO COME
24/05/19
Musical Instruments
31/05/19
Rhyme Time / Library
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP is a welcoming environment with no
commitment to come every week. We urge anyone contemplating
coming along to please do so, you won’t regret it. All you need to
bring is a piece of fruit to share.
It is a great place for parents, grandparents, carers, uncles or aunts
to bring along babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers to promote fun,
learning and healthy relationships for one and all. Our group is open
to everyone in the district, so if you know anyone who has just had a
baby or has young children please let them know about us. It’s great
to see new and old faces each week, for both adults and children.
FAMILY DAY CARE
Family Day Care is available at our centre from Monday to Thursday.
If you require day care please contact the Gannawarra Shire
Children’s Centre on 5452 1357.
FRIENDS OF MURRA-BUBS & PLAYGROUP
Friends of Murra-Bubs & Playgroup is a wonderful project that allows
member so the community to support our Playgroup by donating $30
to become a friend. These kind donations help in the running of early
childhood services at playgroup, and each year we select a special
project to put the donations towards. Thank you to all our FRIENDS
who have supported us this year and in the past.
Contacts: President / Activities
Secretary / Treasurer
Member / Newsletter

Rose Lavey
Hannah McKnight
Annalea Matthews

0403 260 745
0427 096 243
0428 862 397

The Murrabit Lions Club sponsored an ANZAC writing
competition with Murrabit Group School.
Grade 6 students Zeb Hein and Belle Morton were
announced
as
the
winners and read out
their stories as part of
the service.
Belle’s story was about
her great, great uncle,
Charles Henry Morton
(Harry) of Murrabit who
served in World War 2.
“Uncle Harry is my
great, great uncle. He was born on 3 December 1920
and died in 2017.
When he enlisted for World War 2, he lied about his
career because he was a farmer and farmers were on the
front line which meant he would have the most chance of
dying. So, he tried to become a pilot. He passed
everything to become a pilot, but the last test was an eye
test although he had never had anything wrong with his
eyes, they found the tiniest bit wrong with his eyes.
So, instead of being a pilot he sent messages around on
his motorbike. His rank was Private, and he came back
from the war.
When the war ended, he couldn’t get on a ship because
they sent people with wives and kids first. He had no kids
nor a wife. He had to wait six months until he got on a
ship and six months to get home. It took him a year to get
home. And that’s Uncle Harry!!”
Zeb’s story was about his Great Grandmother, Nancy
Spence (nee Hall) who was a Corporal in the Australian
Women’s Army Service, in World War 2. Nancy is now
96 and still living independently.
Stay tuned for Zeb’s story in next month’s newsletter!
The Murrabit Group School students also put on a
fabulous portrait art display at the ANZAC Day
community lunch.

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING
Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping
Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875

Murrabit Senior Citizens
Social Meal 5th June,
Meeting 19th June
Contact Secretary: Evelyn 5457 0280
for further info.

ALL WELCOME

SCOTT MCNEIL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579

. 5457 0304
Mob. 0419 561 126

icence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C

WHAT’S ON…...
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

19 MAY
*Mens Shed
Open
1.30-4pm

20

21
*Bookclub

22
*Senior Citizens

23
*Biggest Morning
Tea at school
10am

24
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

25

26
*Mens Shed
Open All Day
10am-4pm

27

28

29
*Combined
Gannawarra
Progress Group
Meeting

30

31
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

1 JUNE
*MURRABIT
COUNTRY
MARKET

2
*Mens Shed
Open
1.30-4pm

3

4
*Bus Service to
Echuca

5
*Senior Citizens
Social Meal

6

7
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

8

9
*Mens Shed
Open
1.30-4pm

10

11
*Lions Business
Meeting

12

13

14
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am

15

16
*Mens Shed
Open
1.30-4pm
*Church Service

17

18
*Newsletter
Deadline
*Bookclub

19
*Senior Citizens

20

21
*Murra-bubs &
Playgroup
10.30am
*Bus Service to
Echuca

22

HON PETER WALSH MLA
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
REPRESENTING MURRAY
PLAINS
ELECTORATE
496 High Street, ECHUCA VIC
3564
Phone: 5482 2039 or
1300 467 906

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
Please feel free to contact my office with any
matters concerning the State Government or
its departments.
Funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office &
Communication Budget.

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -

8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall

8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD

2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service

One-way, Part way & non-concession fares are also available. No bookings are necessary. Tickets are available from the driver & allow for free
transport on Echuca buses whilst there.
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the
MAA Office by

TUESDAY 18th June
Information can be emailed to
murrabit1@bigpond.com

delivered or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free.
Advertise from $10.

MARKET CLEAN UP
ROSTER 2018/19
June 1st, Murrabit Playgroup
July 6th, Mens Shed
August 3rd, Mens Shed

MURRABIT MENS SHED
Open Days – Sundays 1:30pm to 4pm
Next All-Day Open Day – 10am to 4pm –
Sunday 26 May (includes lunch at 12pm)

Market Set up – 9am Friday 31 May – meet at
Lions Park
Membership
If you would like to become a member, call into the
Men’s Shed and pick up a membership form. The
annual fee is $35.



Facebook Page
The Murrabit Men’s Shed has a Facebook page.
Follow the page to find out all about what goes on at
the Men's Shed and the Murrabit Community Garden:
www.facebook.com/Murrabit-Mens-Shed
Friends of Murrabit Men’s Shed
Thank you to the following who have paid $20 to be a
‘Friend’ of our Men’s Shed: Cres Walters, Marlene
Laursen, Murrabit Promotions Committee, Addie
McIntosh, Carol Smith, Allan and Christine McCallum.
The money raised helps pay for plants for the
community garden as well as safety items for the
shed. If you would like to be a ‘Friend’ or make a
donation to the Men’s Shed, drop into the Men’s Shed,
send a cheque to the Secretary or direct deposit into
our bank account.
Community Garden
Please help yourself to the garden. In exchange for
some fresh produce, please feel free to contribute to
the upkeep of the garden by pulling weeds, turning
soil and planting your favourite vegetables.
Community Projects
The Men’s Shed has been helping out with upgrade
works at the Murrabit Lions Park. The area in front
and down the side of the heritage shelter will be paved
next week to match in with paving completed in front
of the BBQ shelter last year. The rest of the softfall will
also be spread over the playground and redgum
timber oiled to finish off the upgrade project.
We have also been fixing up the little chairs for
Murrabit Playgroup. These were the chairs used in the
former Murrabit Pre-School and now that they have
been fixed, they should last for many more years to
come.

Contacts
Rob Evans, President – 0418 186 143
Jamie Semmler, Vice-President - 0411 585 716
Stephen O’Donoghue,
Secretary - 0418 577 238 or 5457 2264
Murrabit Men’s Shed, C/- Post Office, Murrabit 3579
Murrabit Men’s Shed Inc BSB 633000, Account No.
149957367

Wanted!
This could be you!
Market
Morning Tea
Supervisor
The school is due to take over the
supervisor duties for morning tea in the hall
beginning with the July market. We will then
be responsible for the next 12 months.
Do you know someone (it could be you!),
who may be interested in taking over the
paid supervisor roll for all, or part of, the
coming 12 month period? There will be
plenty of support provided.

‘

Please contact either Greg Adams
(Principal - 0447 531 841) or Jodie Hartley
(School Council President - 0458 572 336)
if interested.

Swansong coming to Cohuna
I was fortunate enough to
attend Showcase Victoria in
Melbourne in May 2018 with a
number of other Gannawarra
Shire community members.
Showcase is where theatre
producers get to ‘showcase’
snippets of their productions
for selection by ‘presenters’
across Victoria.
One show that really stood out to me at the event was Swansong
with actor, Andrew De Vanny taking to the stage. It was for only a
short time – 5 minutes or so, but I was captivated by the power and
emotion of his presentation.
Swansong tells the story of Occi Byrne, the illegitimate child of a
single mother in the Catholic west of Ireland. Shunned by church,
state and family, Occi must fight his way to adulthood in a dog eat
dog world.
Swansong has won many awards, including best actor in the New
York United Solo Festival. This play sold out in New York and Los
Angeles. Repeat sessions have been held in Melbourne, and now it's
going to show only 40 minutes’ drive away in Cohuna! We are so
fortunate to have theatre productions of this caliber available for us to
attend and enjoy.
This is heavy, serious theatre but I’m really looking forward to seeing
the full version. Why not join me? Saturday, 25 May 2019 at the Cohuna Memorial Hall, starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are $25 for adults
and $20 for concession, $15 for 15-17 yr olds accompanied by an
adult. Give me a call on 5457 2264 if you would like to travel with me.
For online bookings, visit www.trybooking.com/YHKL or purchase
tickets from Council’s customer service centre in Patchell Plaza
Kerang.
Narelle O’Donoghue

SOCIAL MEALS AT MURRABIT
REMAINING DATES FOR 2019




5th June
3rd July
28th August

* 25th September
* 23rd October
* 20th November
* 18th December

Contact 5450 9333 for enquiries and to book.

ROBBO’S MOBILE
WINDSCREENS
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE & PRIVATE WORK
ON FARM SERVICE
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON
0419 530 876
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579
Email: anthonyrobbo.99@gmail.com

Mother’s Day Luncheon 2019
The Murrabit Group School’s Parents and Friends recently held their
annual Mother’s Day Luncheon. It was a lovely, relaxing day out and
a chance for our local
Ladies to get-together,
socialize and celebrate
Mother’s Day. A special
day for all the special
ladies in our lives and
they deserved the chance
to sit down and enjoy.
A huge thank you to all
the wonderful ladies who
came along to enjoy the day and also support our school.
We had 44 Ladies attend the day, which was held at the Murrabit
Sporting Complex. The School Parents served a buffet of casseroles
and desserts. What a wonderful array of beautiful food on offer,
everyone was certainly well fed.
Guests were able to browse and shop at a selection of trading stalls
including Dorothy Knox Handmade Cards, Intimo Lingerie with Lauren
Swan, Lorraine Lea Linen and Karen Arthur’s Crafts and Knitwear.
Thank you to our store holders for coming along and sharing your
beautiful products with us.
The highlight of the day was our guest speaker Chloe Keogh. Chloe is
a local Mum, Farmer, Midwife, Maternal health nurse and the Director
of clinical services at Kerang District Health. Such a fitting person to
speak at our luncheon. It was fabulous to have Chloe speak and her
humor and stories were so entertaining. Thank you, Chloe, for sharing
your life stories and experiences with us. We all took home 3
important messages from Chloe.

Make someone else’s day, everyday.

Be the best version of yourself

Life is for living, choose your adventure.
A special appearance by the school students was a wonderful addition
to the day. The Prep/1 Children read out their beautiful cards “I love
my Mum because…….”. It was so lovely to see the kids and their big
smiles. Thank you, Miss. Wren, for bringing the children across.
Mrs. Campi, Mrs. Hird and the Grade 2-6 students organized a video
for us to watch on the big screen, full of funny skits, songs and lovely
Mother’s Day messages. Thanks for the laughs kids and a huge thank
you to Mr. Adams, and the staff for organizing this.
We were very lucky to receive some beautiful lucky door prizes to give
away. Winners were: Terry White Pharmacy Hamper – Jacqui Farnsworth
Little Shoe Shop on Scoresby Gift pack – Melva Lane
Wishart’s the Jewelers Earrings – Jenny Orr
Colin McDougall Massage – Robyn Anderson
Intimo $50 Gift voucher – Marlene Laursen
Gift from Dorothy Knox – Karen Arthur
African Violet donated by Glenna McClelland – Thelma Ritchie
Lorraine Lea Linen Towels – Michelle Mathews
The day was completed with the drawing of the Major Raffle.
1st prize - The Tailored Peach, $100 gift voucher, gift hamper, plus
personal styling morning was won by Emily Bryan.
2nd prize - Bundarra Berkshires Charcuterie Pack won by Dorothy
Knox.
3rd prize - Skin Essence, Massage & gift pack won by Cass Carter.
The Organizers were thrilled with the day and wish to thank all the
Ladies who attended and helped make it such a special event. Thank
you to Marlene Laursen for your beautiful floral arrangements. Thanks
also to our raffle donors, our school Parents, the Staff and Students for
all your work and our Stallholders.

The Ladies of Murrabit Arts &
Culture Group
On the 26 April 2019, the Ladies of Murrabit
headed to Barham for a wonderful night out.
CluBarham hosted Adele the Tribute to a packed
house, and the night was enjoyed by all. Thanks
to Annalea for organising tickets and Ang for
driving the bus!
If you would like to be part of the “Ladies of
Murrabit Arts & Culture Group” just contact any
of our members to be added to our messenger
group. This way you will hear of any upcoming
events that we plan to attend.
As a group, we love to support other local
communities and make the most of the wonderful
shows and events that run throughout our region.
We are looking forward to our next official
event, a trip to “The Sapphires” playing at the
Quambatook Hall on 19 June. And, its not just
for ‘Ladies’; blokes regularly attend with us too!
We have also hosted two successful events at
Murrabit – All My Love theatre production and
pre-show entertainment in 2018 and the
Murrabit Country Kickback in 2019. We have
been thrilled that so many people from other
communities have come along and enjoyed our
events.

Murrabit Football Club Centenary
29 June 2019
Home Match against Nullawil.
Murrabit Football Netball Club will be celebrating
100 years on the 29 June this year. We will also be
celebrating 20 years since we broke the drought,
1999 seniors and reserves premierships, 50 years
since the end of "The Golden Era" 1969 premiership
and hopefully a win against Nullawil on the day.
We invite you to come along and help us celebrate
during the day and into the night. We will have a
jumper auction following tea so hang around and get
your hands on a bit of history.
During the day we will have memorabilia displayed
in the club rooms so if anyone has anything they
would like to display please bring it along.
Sunday we will be back again supplying a free BBQ
for those that want to catch up further.
MURRABIT UNITING COMMUNITY CHURCH

Next Service 11.30am on 16th June
Service by our locals, come join us for
fellowship, cuppa and light lunch (a few
sandwiches would be great).
Jesus out help in many trial’s we
need you.

Contact Glenna 5457 2343

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates,
Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet
food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs, Irrigation & much, much more.
Ph:

5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
Greg Maher
20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
Ph: 5457 2293
Mob: 0408 500 988
Licence no: VIC - 12893 NSW - 215064C

