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    Murrabit Community News 

Our little community is now back in the swing of things 
after a successful Murrabit Cod Challenge, Easter 
Saturday Murrabit Market and Easter Tennis 
Tournament.  
 
It was fabulous that the Murrabit Cod Challenge, held 
on 19-21 March, returned as a ’sell out’ event. The 
‘challenge’ of course was to catch a fish with the 
ultimate goal being to land an elusive Murray Cod. 
The event was well supported by a huge volunteer 
effort. Well done to all involved. 
 
The Easter Murrabit Market was a remarkable 
success with 130 stallholders spread over 207 sites 
providing a great shopping experience for the 
estimated crowd of 10,000 people over the four hours. 
Again, well done to everyone involved in the 
enormous volunteer effort to host such a successful 
event. Our community groups selling ready to eat food 
did exceptional trade and the funds raised put all our 
groups back on the road to recovery. 
 
The 74th Easter Tennis Tournament was also a 
resounding success with numbers roughly equivalent 
to what they were pre-pandemic. This event raises 
substantial funds for the Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club 
and ensures that our community maintains exceptional 
tennis facilities and family friendly programs. 
Volunteers are the backbone of our community and a 
big team effort went into hosting a very successful two 
day tournament. Again, well done to all involved. 
 
ANZAC Day is coming up and the service has been 
adapted slightly. This year it will be an outdoor service 
followed by a morning tea at the back of the hall 
catered for by our local Lions Club. ANZAC Day at 
Murrabit attracts a crowd of about 140 people, from 
our youngest citizens to our most senior. All are 
welcome to come along.  
 
Despite the pandemic, some great infrastructure 
projects have been achieved across our community. 
The exciting news is that 2021 will see another two 
major projects achieved - a stormwater system for 
Murrabit will be installed in town and female friendly 
change-rooms and associated facilities established at 
the Recreation Reserve.  
  
March and April has certainly proven that big things 
happen in small communities when positive and 
enthusiastic people work together to make them 
happen. Well done to everyone who has continued to 
work together to make Murrabit such a great little 
community. 
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Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

The Easter Saturday Murrabit Country Market 
attracted a crowd of approx. 10,000 over four hours of 
market trade. 130 stallholders attended, spread out 
over 207 market sites. Noel Pearson from Seymour 
entertained the crowd with live music. Our community 
groups had an exceptional day catering for the food 
and drink needs of the hungry crowd. Face painting, 
giant slide and bouncing castle created a family 
friendly event on what was a perfect Autumn morning! 

Saturday  
1 May 2021 

LIVE MUSIC: JIMMY JOHNSON 

8.30am—12.30pm         Ph: 5457 2205 

First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine! 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE 
 

 

                 25TH APRIL 2021 10am   
Outdoor Service at the MURRABIT CENOTAPH 

 

Followed by morning tea at the back of the  
Murrabit Hall provided by  

 

MURRABIT LIONS CLUB  
 

Please BYO Chair for the outdoor service 



KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  

8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 

2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 

One-way, Part way & non-concession fares are also available. No book-
ings are necessary.  Tickets are available from the driver & allow for free 
transport on Echuca buses whilst there.  
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007 

Murrabit Seniors 
 

 

Meet every fortnight - Wednesdays 1pm 
 

Social Meals also at the  
Murrabit Hall  

5 May, 2 June 2021 
New people very welcome 

 

Contact Evelyn Napier 5457 0280 
or Gannawarra Shire Community Care 

Team on 5450 9333 
 

ROBBO’S MOBILE  

WINDSCREENS 
 

REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 
INSURANCE & PRIVATE WORK 

ON FARM SERVICE 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON 
                 0419 530 876 
 
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579 
Email: anthonyrobbo.99@gmail.com 

What a busy time of year! We hope 
all our families had a wonderful 

Easter. We celebrated at Playgroup 
with Easter basket making and a 

good old egg hunt! Hopefully a 
chocolate or two made it home! 

The children also enjoyed painting 
a very clever Easter Magnet to hold 

their master pieces on the fridge. 

With Birthdays always a joyous occasion we wish Phoebe 
Monk a very happy 2nd birthday to and Eris White-Basten a 
wonderful 4th birthday. 
 
An exciting announcement: after much rallying from the 
community, Murrabit will resume Family Day Care from 3 
May 2021. Child care will be available on  Mon, Wed, 
Thurs & Friday. Vacancies are available. All enquir ies are 
welcome ph (03) 5452 1357 or make contact in person at the 
Gannawarra Children’s Centre. 
 
Playgroup is always welcoming to new patrons and little 
people, a great place to have some adult chat whilst the little 
ones enjoy playing at the venue or an organised activity. 
Upcoming activities will incorporate ANZAC day and 
Mother’s Day.  
 
So join us at playgroup Tuesday 
mornings at 9:30-11am at the 
venue on Gonn Avenue. 
 
Any enquires welcome to Olivia 
Monk (Secretary) 0427 603 912 
Or find us on Facebook -Murrabit 

Playgroup Inc 

Yoga in Murrabit - Come and try it!  

 improve flexibility, mobility and  core strength 

  relieve stress and calm your mind 
 
Suitable for EVERY body, regardless of flexibility, age or 
experience. 
 
General yoga with Robyn – Monday at 
6pm  
Men’s yoga with Neil – Wed. at 6:30pm 

Murrabit Hall 

Bring  blanket, cushion, water and yoga mat 
 Phone Neil  0490 830 641,  Robyn 0427 517 236 

(accredited yoga instructors) 

Last Church Service Held in 
Murrabit 
The closing service of the last 
operating church in Murrabit went 
well on Sunday 11 April 2021 with 40 
in attendance. For a little church it 
seemed quite full. Minister David 
Manzoney led the service, very nice 
and apt for the closing. Congregation 

members Melva and Glenna did the readings and Glenys 
reflected on the history and memories of the beginnings. The 
organist, Newton Williams from Swan Hill did a wonderful 
job. The accompanying singing was fantastic. A special thank 
you to Jodie Hartley for putting the Service program together. 
A delicious afternoon tea followed the service, with more than 
plenty for all. Thanks to all for the food preparation and 
cooking. Thank you to all the helpers on the day for setting up, 
washing dishes and packing up. Even though it was the end of 
an era and a sad day, the memories were many. Jean Danson 
and Jane Coulter would be looking down on us for sure. May 
we all live in love and kindness to each other.  
God Bless. Glenna McClelland 

HON PETER WALSH MLA 

YOUR STATE MEMBER OF  

PARLIAMENT 

REPRESENTING MURRAY 
PLAINS ELECTORATE 

 

496 High Street, ECHUCA  

       Phone: 5482 2039 or 

   1300 467 906           

 

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Please feel free to contact my office with any 
matters concerning the State Government or its 
departments. 

Funded from Parliamentary Budget 
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Get the News Early 
Did you know you can receive the Murrabit newsletter via 
email? It’s a great way to get the news on the day the 
newsletter is printed instead of waiting for it to come in 
the mail box a few days later. 
To add your email to the list, simply send an email to 
murrabit1@bigpond.com. 

MURRABIT & DISTRICT HERITAGE GROUP 
The Murrabit and District Heritage Group has been collecting 
information on the 19 men from Murrabit, Myall and 
Benjeroop who were killed in action during World War I and 
II and who are recognised at the Murrabit Cenotaph. Their 
names are read out each year at ANZAC and Remembrance 
Day services.  
We are really pleased to be in a position to release a handout 
for the 2021 ANZAC Service with details included of these 
men. Most of these men now have their full names and war 
service documented, and in some cases a photo and family 
details. We hope that more information will be forthcoming as 
we would one day like to publish this information into a book. 
Thank you to families who have been involved in helping us 
get to this stage. After ANZAC Day the handout will be 
available from Busy Bees of Murrabit on Market mornings. 
 
Killed in Action World War I (1914-1918) 
Horace William Brown (Benjeroop) (1892-1917).  
Born Chewton Victoria. Son of William Brown and Henrietta 
Florence Brown (nee Murray). Attended Harcourt School. He 
went on to become a junior teacher at School 2957, Victoria 
Park in 1909, after which he was transferred to School 2365, 
Charlton in 1911. He was appointed 
head teacher at Benjeroop East School 
in 1914.  Service Number 5975. 59th 
Australian Infantry Battalion. Rank: 
Private. Enlisted 5 April 1916 in 
Melbourne. Embarked 28 July 1916 on 
HMAT Themistocles, Melbourne. 
Killed in action 6 March 1917 in Flers, 
France, German Withdrawal to 
Hindenburg Line and Outpost Villages. 
Horace is buried at the Guards 
Cemetery, Lesboeufs Plot III, Row H, 
Grave No. 8.  
Lest we Forget.. 
 
The Murrabit & District Heritage Group is now back meeting. 
Next meeting: Tuesday 18 May 2021, 7:30pm at the Murrabit 
Market Office.  
Everyone with an interest in local history is more than 
welcome to attend.  
A delicious supper follows each meeting and general finishing 
time is 9:15pm. 
Contact: President Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029 
Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264 
or email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 
Facebook - Memories of Murrabit 

Paul Rodoni 0407 501 473 

The above photo of the Murrabit Tennis Club was 
recently shared to the Memories of Murrabit Facebook 
page. The person who shared the photo  believed it to be 
from 1948. Our local research revealed that the photo 
was actually from the 1934/35 tennis season. Pictured 
are Back row, L to R: J Griffiths, Arthur Hughes, Robert 
Morton, Reg Brown, Alex Morton. Front row L to R: L 
Ashwin, J Day, Olwen Henry (nee Forbes), G Morton, 
Ruby Hughes, Harry Whiter. It is great when we are able 
to assist people with their family history queries. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the  

MAA Office by 
 

THURSDAY 13 MAY 2021 
 

Information can be emailed to 
 murrabit1@bigpond.com 

delivered or posted through the door.  
 

Community interest info is free.   
Advertise from $10. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
NEEDS ASSISTANCE WITH RESEARCH 

The Barham Koondrook Historical Society is looking for 
photos and any other information relating to the Koondrook 
Race Course (approx. 1891) or what the area was used for 
post the race track, eg Koondrook Gun Club, Jockey Club, 
Polocross, Rodeo, Golf, Go Carting or BMX etc. 
Information can be forwarded to email address at 
bkhs3580@gmail.com or PO Box 124, Koondrook 3580. 
Alternatively photos can be delivered to the Society at 6 
Punt Road, Koondrook on Wednesdays between 10.30am 
and 4.00pm. Photos will then be scanned and returned to 
originator. Further information and enquiries can be 
directed to the Secretary/Treasurer, Helen Campbell on 
5452 1831. 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

 

mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com
mailto:bkhs3580@gmail.com


CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

 

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457-2225 

Murrabit Men’s Shed Update 
The Men’s Shed is now open every Sunday between 1:30pm 
and 4pm. Non-members are welcome to call in for a cuppa and 
chat at 3pm. Membership available for $35 per financial year to 
cover insurance. 
The Men’s Shed undertakes the monthly set up and pack up for 
the Murrabit Market. The funds raised through this activity pays 
our annual bills. 
We also spray the walking tracks from the town to the river and 
town to the Murrabit Group School as part of an arrangement 
with Gannawarra Shire Council. 
We hope to start reinstating our social programs soon, such as 
the Ganna-Wanna-Fix-It program for women carers and our 
monthly community lunches. 
On Wednesday 21 April the Men’s Shed are heading to the 
AWMA open day in Cohuna, then out for lunch. 
We also hope to run our own Open Day soon and invite 
everyone along to view our new shed extension. 
We are pleased to announce that we have been successful in a 
$3,000 Gannawarra Shire Community Resilience Grant. This 
funding will help give the Men’s Shed precinct a much needed  
tidy up, repaint the outside of the meeting room (former TA 
Lornie Scout Hall), gravel 
along the front of the 
community garden and enable 
the next stage of the 
community garden to 
commence which includes the 
installation of an undercover 
area with sink and garden tool 
storage as well as connection 
to rainwater tanks. 
Everyone is welcome to 
participate in any activities at 
our Murrabit Men’s Shed - 
men, women and juniors. 
On Friday 30 April 2021, following Market setup at 9am, a 
Community Lunch (BBQ) will be held at the Men’s Shed at 
12pm followed by update and planning meeting at 1:30pm  
Enquiries to President Rob Evans 0418 186 143 
Secretary Stephen O’Donoghue 0418 577 238. 
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
 

Ph: 5457 2293  
Mob: 0408 500 988  

Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fully automated garden watering systems and 

repairs 

 Swimming pool maintenance 

 Small engine and pump repairs 

 Home maintenance 

 General odd jobs 

“Busy Bees 
of Murrabit” 

 

 
Community owned and 
operated gift shop and 
visitor centre, Gonn 
Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit  Market Office 
Complex) 
 

 

 

 

Currently open Murrabit Market mornings 9am to 
12:30pm 
 

 

Other times by appointment by phoning 5457 2205 
 

Keep up to date by liking our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions 

MARKET CLEAN UP  
ROSTER 2021/22 

May, June  
Murrabit Men’s Shed 

Need your knives sharpened? Give Dean call 
on 0427 512 913 or email: 
dean@newedgemobilesharpening.com.au to 
check when he will next be at the Market 

Book Club Says Farewell to Carol 
Vale Carol Henry. Carol was one of the original members of 
the Murrabit Book Club when it started 40 years ago. We 
started meeting in the MAA office which was located in 
Laursen’s old shop. We then started meeting in the homes of 
members. After the birth of Carol’s twins she suggested it 
was much easier if we came to her house. So for the next 
about 18 years we met at the Henry’s but rotated the supper 
roster and enjoyed our cups of tea/coffee in Carol’s beautiful 
fine china tea cups. When the twins were in year 12 we once 
again rotated around member’s homes. Carol was a dedicated 
member who came consistently to Book Club (she did 
sometimes read the books as well as enjoy a wine and 
nibbles!). She was still enjoying the friendships of Book Club 
right up until COVID shut us down. Carol will be sadly 
missed by our group and we offer our condolences to Greg, 
Nathan, Kate and their families. 

https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions


Cod Challenge a Success 
Despite having to skip a year in 2020, the 
annual Murrabit Cod Challenge returned 
strongly on 19 to 21 March 2021 with all 
tickets selling quickly. 
Thanks to the 300 competitors and 39 
juniors and our sponsors for your support 

and donations. AND of course, a HUGE thanks to all the 
volunteers from the Murrabit Football & Netball Club. A lot of 
preparation and organising goes on 
behind the scenes. You are all legends!  
 
Junior fishing this year was a success 
with 39 young competitors. Winner was 
Cooper Hein from Murrabit (pictured) 
with a 55 cm Cod 
The Murray Cod Challenge was won by 
Jackson & Brendan Fletcher with 1850 
points. Jackson (pictured) caught a 
73cm, 57cm and 55cm Murray Cod. 
The Largest Murray Cod was won by 
Jordan Edelsten with an 80 cm Murray 
Cod. 
Yellow Belly Challenge jointly won by 
Ken Conroy & Andrew Bower with 440 
points and Damian Cooper, Glenn 
Solomano & Stephen Kelson with 440 
points. 
The Largest Yellow Belly was jointly 
won by Damian Cooper and Ken Conroy 
both catching a 44 cm Yellow Belly. 
Largest Carp went to Zac McGrath with 
at 70.5 cm carp. 
 
 Fire Pit Winner: Matt McKenna (donated by AB Building 

Constructions). 
 Early Bird: Daniel Scott. Engel 28lt Cooler/Live Bait Box 

(donated by Blue Sky Swan Hill) 
 1st prize major raffle: Chris Wagner. Chris has been 

competing in the Murrabit Cod Challenge every year since 
2013. He was very happy to win the boat (sponsored by 
Molin Motorcycle & Marine) 

 2nd prize major raffle: Brian Martin. Engel Portable Fridge/
Freezer (sponsored by Blue Sky Swan Hill). 

 3rd prize major raffle: Neil Hopkins. Electric Boat Motor 
(donated by Murrabit Trading Limited). 

Murrabit Recreation Reserve 
Thank you to the Murrabit Footy Club who ran the BBQ at the 
markets from December to March.  
The Rec Reserve Committee took back over for the Easter 
Saturday market. It was a very busy morning with 400 
sausages, 300 hamburgers and 240 steaks cooked up and sold. 
Plus 28kgs onions, 20kgs coldslaw and 76 loaves of bread. 
Added to that was 456 cold drinks! 
Our commercial kitchen is progressing and will be completed 
in May. The new kitchen has been funded by the Foundation 
for Rural and Regional Renewal and the Recreation Reserve 
Committee and provides a fantastic improvement on the old 
caravan.  
The Tennis Club will help out at the BBQ at the May market. 
Over at the Rec Reserve, the Complex has been connected to 
the new big stormwater tank. We are now waiting eagerly for 
rain to start putting water in the tank.  
The change-room project will commence soon which will be a 
great addition to the facilities at the reserve.  
The committee is starting to progress the development of a 
Murrabit Recreation Reserve Masterplan.  
We have also been successful in our application for solar 
panels on the Tennis Clubrooms through DELWP. We hope 
that this will be completed by the start of the 2021 tennis 
season. Lots to look forward to throughout 2021. 

 

Netball Update 
How great is it to have netball back? After 500 plus days we 
finally got to take to the court and it was brilliant to see so 
many people back at the Murrabit Recreation Reserve enjoying 
local sport and catching up with old friends, all while being 
COVID safe. 
First match we played Ultima and the results were: 
A Grade: Murrabit 47 def Ultima 23 
B Grade: Murrabit 48 def Ultima 26 
B Res: Murrabit 65 def Ultima 18 
Under 17: Murrabit 16 def by Ultima 
39 
Under 14: Murrabit 37 def Ultima 24 
F Troop (pictured): Murrabit played 
Ultima no scores kept 
 A wonderful start to the season. Eve-
ryone played really well and we are really excited about what 
this season can bring for the Murrabit Netball Club. Sure the 
girls will do the club and the Murrabit community proud. A big 
thank you to both the netball and football committees for their 
hard work over the past few weeks getting the Rec Reserve 
COVID safe. The Rec Reserve looked fantastic for the first 
match of the season, and as always, is the envy of the league. 
Go Blues.   

MURRABIT AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
The Murrabit and District Lions Club held its first Business 
Meeting on Tuesday 13 April, the first for many months. 
 
We recently had a very enjoyable dinner meeting at David and 
Margaret Dent’s lovely property on Kangaroo Lake. Together 
with their son Chris, and Ross Hall, we were shown the 
harvesting process at the vineyard and tasted some of Chris’ 
“Tabletop” wines (which we were told are available at the IGA 
in Kerang). We then enjoyed delicious pizza from the 
Kangaroo Lake Caravan Park. Some prospective members also 
attended the night. We thank David, Margaret and Chris for 
their hospitality and Ross for his knowledge of each wine we 
tasted! 
 
The Easter Market was a great success adding much needed 
funds to our bank account. It was great to see such a fabulous 
crowd. The weather was fantastic so well done everyone. The 
procession of customers was steady throughout the day from 
7.30 right through to closing at 12.30. We will need to restock 
for the next market as we used 75kg chips, 30kg Bacon, 394 
eggs, 5kg of sausages, 260 dim sims, 9.5 kg of marinated 
chicken and 52 loaves of bread. Thanks to Diane & Phil Waller 
& Dot Tassell for their help at the Easter market. They were 
thrown in at the deep end straight away with a busy market, 
also Naomi Attwell & Jayne McDonald for their help. 
 
Our next Market will be on Saturday 1 May so we hope that 
the weather is kind to us again. Don’t forget to come along to 
the Lions kitchen and ask for a legendry Egg and Bacon 
Sandwich! Please support the community groups that support 
our community. 
 
Anzac Day this year will be a little different with the service 
being outdoors at the Cenotaph. Morning tea will follow at the 
back of the hall. We hope to see many locals and visitors 
attend the service and morning tea. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Murrabit 
and District Lions Club, please contact the President Neil 
Hopkins on 0490 830 641 or Bill Hazen on 5457 2213.  Our 
Club meets at the Murrabit Golf Club on the second Tuesday 
of each month for the business meeting (7.30 for 8.00pm) and 
the fourth Tuesday of each month for the dinner meeting (7.00 
for 7.30pm).   

https://www.facebook.com/BlueSkySwanHill/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVA6QsLGF0T4gv2-grRGAw7urWGgtp1fX_LEmT0TZ5sbHIJCSGTL2LrtV9GADp1Xkg78Bdox0TFtapWJ3G6hSctIxF1wGAunW_JrJYhH27fmoZmfQ2E8NitKmCQqtqFMH80uDbM2UnOr2gqJqWa_DjK&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Molin-Motorcycle-Marine-516481348417274/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWivOc91Oo912dC1Iyuwqqnz4pookwSnB6MHDKmNIZhnsssR1mwTuCcTDQ-Cho0rjUBAgZqf5lcHumw7JhQ5v2K7LjLsQwuKEPU8FC6iTHsO8Vlh-VlYNID8y61Il-dv1S8CZSE2AxXbPeB1WIhOJTR&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BlueSkySwanHill/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVl6s6ZPs2Xf4Xfc8TN_WuwXgZpBZPaDL6ytKHGoCgLQdOZxJjTPHcCrczdff8TNaLVtgkK1deRFiyl6J89H1ZYTxN02xx48kDwalTj0tahuOed8ewhcCAHm1sazhtzdsmOOVJzayFEF6rMx3QqbsSz&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/murrabittradinglimited/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV3yLJOo9ZMPLT8SUp4lP6hudka447Hsn9eKMC0ttaTWogylrgv3M5FGFf16nxZXWXM6EHsf6ZqG8cJe_XZcNA-zfnRxtuBUpZZdG33WxaDEbbG2_pz2tJQS9KYYrJJYOWvb3Mn9Z4vqATxfOb5ZXWd&__tn__=kK-R


MURRABIT LAWN TENNIS CLUB NEWS 
The Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club hosted their 74th annual Easter 
tournament over the Easter weekend. After no tournament in 
2020, we were thrilled to be up and running for 2021, and able to 
welcome back our regular visitors and participants.  
 
The weather was absolutely perfect for tennis, numbers were great 
and spirits were high. With close to 200 players over the 2 days 
the tournament was again well supported.  
The courts were looking and playing beautifully, and with the fun, 
social atmosphere, everyone enjoyed either playing or watching 
great tennis. For a bit of added fun, we like to encourage our 
competitors to dress-up. There were some creative and very 
interesting outfits taking to the courts, resulting in many players 
receiving ‘best-dressed’ prizes!  
 
Gannawarra Mayor, Charlie Gillingham, was present on Friday to 
present trophies to all the winners and runners up. Mayor 
Gillingham welcomed our visitors to the area and congratulated 
the Murrabit Tennis Club on running a great event. Saturday’s 
trophies were presented by our gold sponsor Graham Webb of 
G&M Poly.  

Winners of the Mixed A Grade competition Bernie Monaghan 
and Kate Bartels, pictured with Gannawarra Shire Mayor, Cr. 
Charlie Gillingham. 
 
A huge thank you again to our fantastic sponsors and to the small 
but hard working committee who continue to run the tournament 
each year. There is so much work involved and all done by our 
volunteer members, from the court preparation to the catering, 
serving, selling raffle tickets, preparing the playing schedule and 
running the event. Well done to all involved.  

Easter Tennis Tournament Results  
Prizes were awarded to winners and runners-up in each grade.  
Friday Mixed  
A Grade – Bernie Monaghan & Kate Bartels def. Jordan McNeil 
& Amy Shay 7-6  
Intermediate – Helen Guerra & Shane Guerra def. Maddie 
Burgess & Jack Burgess 6-1  
B Grade – Dean Harrop & Grace Gillingham def. Billy Dafos & 
Kristi Dafos 6-2  
Under 16 – Boy winner Adam Foweraker 24 games, r/up Thomas 
Leahy 20 games  
Under 16 – Girl winner Jessie Teasdale 15 games, r/up Belle 
Morton 10 games  
Under 13 – Brodie Hall & Charli Dafos def Evan McNeil & Pippy 
Morton 6-1  
Saturday Doubles  
Men's A Grade – Bernie Monaghan & Adam Bishop def. Tim 
McNeil & Dennis Booth 18-14 games  
Men's Intermediate – Sam Harvey & Phil Coughlan def James 
Lea & Nathan Morrow 18-13 games  
Men's B Grade – Luke Nyko & Joel Shaw def. Christian Baker & 
Cameron Baker 6-1  
Under 13 Boys – Brodie Hall & Jaxson Marshall def. Kobe 
Teasdale & Evan McNeil 24-14 games  
Ladies A Grade/Inter – Michelle Noonan & Trish McGufficke def 
Rosemary Madden & Ang Morton 6-2  
Ladies B Grade – Sara Berg & Alana Hughes def. Kristi Dafos & 
Amy Hall 7-6  
Under 16 Girls – Emmity Hartley & Jessie Teasdale def. Bonnie 
Laughlin & Holly Kerr 18-17 games  
Under 13 Girls – Lyla Morton & Alexis McKnight def. Charlotte 
Keath & Abby Welsh 18-13 games  
Also exciting that two of our Division 1 and Division 2 Murrabit 
tennis teams made the Grand Final in April - stay tuned for full 
report and photos in next month’s Murra-bit-a-news!... 

Murrabit Public Hall 
The Murrabit Hall is a wonderful facility 
within our community for all sorts of 
community activity. Currently, the hall is 
used for Line Dancing Thursdays, Yoga 
Monday and Wednesday evenings, Seniors 
on Wednesdays and Market Morning Teas, 
on the first Saturday of each month. 

The hall is available for hire. For bookings phone Marlene 
Laursen on 5457 2291 or Neil Hopkins on 0490 830 641. 

What’s Happening at the Tav? 
The Murrabit Tavern has been undergoing a face lift over the 
past few months with a remodelled beer garden/outdoor area, 
new air conditioning and the painters are currently repainting  
the bar and lounge areas. You might also have noticed the new 
tables, seating, garden area and plants at the front which look 
terrific.  
It’s always been a great little spot to wander in and catch up 
with the people and news around the district and Debbie is 
hoping to open up in a few weeks time. 
With that in mind, she is looking for bar staff (a necessity for 
the tavern to re-open!) and a junior for the store to work Friday 
and Saturday evenings. If you think that you might be 

interested, why not give her a call on 5457 2204? 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  
  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387    NSW - 238436C 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

Murrabit Golf Club 
The Murrabit Golf Club kicked off its 2021 season with their 
opening tournament sponsored by Arthur Graham and 
Associates on Saturday 10 April with 34 players.   
It was great to be able to play again (in a Covid safe manner) as 
there were so many limitations last year.   
The course is in great shape thanks to the volunteer grounds 
people with actual grass on the fairways much to the envy of 
some visitors from other nearby clubs.  The competition was a 
Par 3 game.  The major winner on the day was past Club 
Champion and Past Captain Dean Williams (son in law of Chris 
Veldman) who took home a mower trailer donated by Molin 
Motorcycles and Marine. 
Our next competition on Saturday 24 April will be the 30th 
Annual Arbuthnot Sawmills/May Partners Tournament 
(sawmillers v bean counters), Men and ladies 4BBB with Covid 
19 restrictions in place. 
Assembly is 11.30 with a BBQ 
lunch and hit off at 12.15pm  
Afternoon tea will also be 
provided.     
Entry is $30 per pair with 
excellent prizes.   
Entries to Paul Madden 0408 596 
785 or Wayne Harmen 0411 750 748. 



CHILDCARE SET TO RESUME AT MURRABIT 
We are really fortunate to have a fabulous early childhood 
facility at Murrabit. This has been established over many years 
by our community.  
The facility provides a safe and educational environment for 
very small children and their families. It is well stocked with 
play equipment and has an exceptional play yard with lots of 
shade, concrete bike track, swings, sandpit and lovely grassed 
play area. 
Playgroup runs at this facility one day a week. 
Since our local pre-school folded in 2000, childcare has been 
provided from this facility through Family Day Care.  
Childcare in our community is really important to help attract 
and retain young families. Quality early childhood services 
also helps provide our local children with a great start to life. 
Without a Family Day Care Educator, services ceased at the 
start of the pandemic. We are really pleased however that after 
some advocacy from our community and a Family Day Care 
Educator who is prepared to come to Murrabit to run the 
service, tentative arrangements are in place for Family Day 
Care to resume from 3 May 2021.  
It is hoped that there will be enough interest from local families 
for childcare to be available on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Vacancies are available and all enquires are 
welcome.  
Please phone the Gannawarra Children’s Centre on (03) 5452 
1357 or make contact in person at the centre located at the 
corner of Murray and Wyndham streets,  Kerang. 

 

Murrabit Special Immunisation Clinic 
Morning of Tuesday 27 April 2021 
Murrabit Rec Reserve Complex 
Appointments essential to Gannawarra Shire  
Council’s Community Health team on 5450 9333 or 
email: eho@gannawarra.vic.gov.au 
Childhood and influenza vaccine available.  

Creative Gannawarra is 
Council's rebranded Arts 
and Culture program which 
supports local creative 
people and organisations 
and encourages community 
participation in planning 
and delivering creative projects. LIKE the Creative 
Gannawarra Facebook page or sign up for the Creative 
Gannawarra Newsletter at www.gsc.vic.gov.au/
CreativeGannawarra 
 
Creative Gannawarra ran a successful pop up art project 
over the recent school holidays. Talented local artist, Paul 
Oswin, created charcoal drawings of native animals on trees 
at Murrabit, Koondrook, Cohuna, Kerang and Quambatook. 
The community was encouraged to take a drive, find the 
animals and upload photos online. We were pleased to 
partner up with Creative Gannawarra to launch the program 
at the Easter Saturday Murrabit Country Market. Have you 
seen the Murrabit ones? If not, there are 5 - a big Murray 
Cray, giant Goat Moth and 3 Spooky Spiders! 

There’s some great events coming up including a free After 
School street activation in Victoria Street Kerang on 30 
April from 3:30pm to 5pm. This will be followed by a short 
show called Acts of Absurdity in the Kerang Memorial Hall 
on Saturday 1 May, 6pm-7pm. If you love circus, magic and 
comedy at the same time, book now: 
www.trybooking.com/events/landing/738098 or via 
Gannawarra Shire Council. $10/person, $20 for a family (2 
adults and 2 children 15 and under). Children under 6 free. 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 
5457 0304   

Mb. 041 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gsc.vic.gov.au%2FCreativeGannawarra%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2jRvSx1jNkPlqfP4xKGWuh-b89TPHQd01--q0i0d8y9MZ5NNfR242uFio&h=AT10THdlX-eT_j-bARZkF6H9xH5iiXHahoyJ5jGGLJlTF9MduGI2qkEcyeDQddUqy3AguYi1N8VFyuPyWDCLe3jvl1Myju1cHq0a
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gsc.vic.gov.au%2FCreativeGannawarra%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2jRvSx1jNkPlqfP4xKGWuh-b89TPHQd01--q0i0d8y9MZ5NNfR242uFio&h=AT10THdlX-eT_j-bARZkF6H9xH5iiXHahoyJ5jGGLJlTF9MduGI2qkEcyeDQddUqy3AguYi1N8VFyuPyWDCLe3jvl1Myju1cHq0a


 

Lots of Goodies at Buy Bee Shop 

DROUGHT SUPPORT  
                   

 

 

 

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates, 
Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet food, 
Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs, Irrigation & 

much, much more. 

Ph:   5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

Murrabit Group School News 
The final day of Term 1 was celebrated with an Easter Hat 
Parade plus an Easter Egg Hunt! There was even Hot Cross 
buns as a morning snack. 

The children also enjoyed a biathalon where they rode their 
bikes around the fitness track. Some children completed as 

many as 30 laps. Jobe, Jed, Drew and Evan were the first four 
students to complete the circuit!  

A Hockey Clinic with Briony from Hockey Victoria was held 
the week prior. The children were active participants and we 

certainly have some talented hockey players amongst them!
Grade 3 and 4 children also recently worked with Judy and 
Opal from the Red Cross to learn what to do in an emergency. 

Students of the Week for the last week of Term 1 were: 
Jakob Simmonds - for his improved listening and hard work 
during Maths sessions 
Casey Heffer – for his clever counting in Maths and awesome 
bike riding 
Ollie More – for his outstanding attitude to learning and for his 
kindness to others 
Leah Simmonds - for using a range of strategies to solve word 
problems in Maths 
On 18 April 2021 school families prepared the area for the 

construction of the new chook shed. The shed is expected to be 
erected later in Term 2. 

Mr Adams continues his leave with Mr Hopkins returning as 
Acting Principal from 3 May to 21 May. In the meantime, 
Marty Gray continues as Acting Principal. 

 
A reminder to get any entries for the School Calendar in as 

soon as possible so that the 2021/22 calendar can be finalised. 

Blues Ready for 2021 
After two full pre-seasons we finally found ourselves ready 
for Round 1! It was great to see the clubrooms full and 
everyone enjoying each other’s company over a meal. It 
certainly goes to show the value of our club within the 
community as a social connector and after 2020, it was 
certainly a relief to get to Round 1!  

Memberships, Merchandise and Big Draw 
tickets: All can all be purchased online at 
https://murrabitfc.tidyhq.com/ here you can 
click into the Membership section to select 
a variety of different levels or simply go to 
the Shop and purchase your playing and 
supporter gear as well as our Big Draw 
tickets. The Big Draw happens each home 

game with 1st $500, 2nd $200 and 3rd $100 with tickets only 
$50. Limited to 300, it’s a great chance to have a win! 
Josh Bray has had a busy start to 2021 as our Sponsorship 
Coordinator. With the no 2020 season we had several 
businesses roll over their sponsorship and some even donated 
for the 2020 season. As a club, we survive on the contribution 
of members but also valued sponsors. We thank all our 2021 
sponsors and hope that our members are able to support you 
throughout the year. We have had a number of new sponsors 
for 2021 and we welcome them to the club: Sh’marna’s Place, 
Rumbold Auto Electrical, Tesma Concrete Polish, Kerang 
Electronics and the Tailored Peach. Thank you for your 
support.  
Our Joker Poker is up and running again at the Mystic Park 
Hotel each Friday Night. If you are after a feed, drink or 
chance to win some cash then head along from around 7pm! 
With no football in 2020, the club decided to undertake the 
grounds greatest maintenance in 15 years! A full sprinkler 
overhaul was undertaken with cleaning and adjustments. The 
club also invested in weed spraying, coring, top dressing and 
an over sow. It sure has made an impact to the condition of 
the ground and something the players are truly thankful for.  
Along with the Gannawarra Shire, we were successful in 
obtaining a Sports & Recreation Victoria Grant to build new 
Netball and Umpire Change rooms to the south of the 
canteen. Keep an eye out in the coming months as the project 
commences.  
Our Senior Coaches, Mick O’Toole and Leigh Millard, have 
been eagerly awaiting the start of 2021. As well as welcoming 
back Tom Copland to the club we also have a number of new 
players into the senior team for Round 1. This includes Kyle 
Keane, Aaron Danson, Michael Grant, Toby Gray and Rylan 
Delamare. It is also great to see Jordan McNeil play his first 
Senior game for the club. We wish you all the best.  
Our Reserves will once again be coached by Nick Hein. Nick 
has been active on the phone over the break and has coerced 
Anders Hird and Darcy Gillen back to football. These talented 
players will be great to watch along with the development of 
the top age juniors and also the top age seniors! 
Our U17.5s have Rab Nethercote and Ticky McKnight at the 
helm. Our junior players are in great hands here. Jordan 
McNeil and Ashton Wood will be joint captains for 2021. The 
boys have been training well and are keen to start. Keep an 
eye out for Teeraphat “Free” Khongphueng as well as Ben 
Maher as players to watch this season.  
Pistol McDonald as coach has the task of containing the 
excitement of the football deprived 4ths group. Numbers are 

strong and the boys have shown great 
improvement already under the tutorage 
of Pistol and assistant Dave Toohey. 
Noah Shea will lead the team out as 
captain, with Sam Copland a real pivotal 
player to watch as the boys push for 
September action!  
Blues united as one in 2021 

https://murrabitfc.tidyhq.com/

