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Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  

Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 
 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

Murrabit Community News 

Back to back Murrabit markets this month kept our 
volunteers on their toes with the usual April market on 1 
April and one week later, the Easter Saturday market. Both 
events were highly successful with plenty of stallholders 
and visitors. Easter Bunny and our bouncing Stilt Walkers, 
‘Sandy Crack’ and ‘Terry Towelling’ kept the Easter 
Saturday crowd amused with their funny antics! Thank you 
to Creative Gannawarra for sponsoring the stilt walkers to 
bring some extra joy to our community. Easter Bunny had 
over 100 little (and some not so little) children lined up for a 
photo opportunity at our Easter themed photo booth! 

Next events coming up are our ANZAC Day Service and 
Community Luncheon on 25 April. The community 
luncheon is being supported by Gannawarra Shire Council 
as a post-food recovery event. Please feel welcome to 
come along to the lunch, even if you can’t come to the 
service being held earlier in the day. 
We then have Krazy Koala Entertainment and Bebop 
Circus on Sunday 30 April to bring joy to our young 
Murrabit, Myall and Benjeroop children and families (see 
back page for booking details).  
Then following that, renowned Aboriginal singer and 
songwriter, Nancy Bates will be performing in Murrabit on 
Sunday 21 May. This is a partnership between the Ladies 
of Murrabit Arts and Culture Group and Creative 
Gannawarra. Nancy will also host a singing workshop. The 
afternoon performance will be followed by an afternoon tea.  
Big thank you to the volunteers who are working hard 
behind the scenes to bring these community events to 
Murrabit for everyone from across our district to enjoy! 
 

Live Music - Noel Pearson 
Mother’s Day Lucky Shopper Hamper to be won! 

8:30am to 12:30pm 

Flood Recovery Information 
Blazeaid continue to operate from the Murrabit Rec Reserve. 
Call Martin at the Murrabit camp on 0459 434 766 or pop in if 
you need assistance or can help out as a volunteer. 
The Rural Finance Agriculture Victoria Primary Producer 
Flood Recovery grants deadline has been extended to 13 
July, with works due to be completed 6 months after that 
date. The Rural Financial Counselling Service – North 
West can assist with applications 1300 735 578. 
Mallee Family Care can provide support with mental health, 
legal and financial assistance, and referrals. Phone the Flood 
Recovery team supporting Gannawarra on 5023 5966 
The Red Cross is also working in Gannawarra Shire and will 
have a stall at the Murrabit Market on 6 May where you can 
meet some of the dedicated volunteers, have a friendly chat, 
and learn more about community efforts before, during, and 
after disasters. They will also have a variety of excellent 
resources available for you to take home, including some 
specifically designed for children! The experienced team will 
be ready to answer any questions you may have, so don't 
hesitate to stop by their market stall and say hello!  
Submissions to the Victorian Flood Inquiry close on 8 May. 
Community members are strongly encouraged to make a 
submission at https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/floodinquiry  
To keep up to date with assistance and support available 
to flood impacted Gannawarra residents, the monthly 
Gannawarra Shire Council Flood Recovery Newsletter is 
available from the What’s on in Murrabit Facebook page 
or printed versions from Murrabit Trading (Mon-Sat) or 
Busy Bees of Murrabit (on Market mornings).  

ANZAC DAY - Tuesday 25 April 2023 
Service 10:30am - Murrabit Hall 
Community Lunch 12noon - back of Murrabit Hall 
See separate flyers on next page for information.  
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JACK EGAN  
MANNERS 

Jack was the second of eight 
sons born to Kate and Barney 
Manners who lived just across 
the creek from the State School 
at Myall. Four Manners boys, 
(Ted, Jack, Bill and Syd) served 
in WW2.  “Jack” born on 1/6/16 
at Koondrook enrolled at Myall 
School on 5/5/22.  
At Myall Hall in 2012 an ABC 
Open Day was held at which 
Julie Bagg nee Manners of 

Koondrook gave a gripping account of her Uncle Jack’s 
war history with much devotion to her search.   
At the age of 24 Jack signed up in Kerang for war 
service abroad in the AIF. (Service No VX37281). Jack 
completed his initial training at Royal Park and after 
three months was posted to 2/29 Battallion where he 
was appointed Acting Lance Corporal and marched out. 
Before his embarkation to Singapore in 1941 he 
received a promotion to Acting Corporal and in February 
of that year married Dorothy Maffescioni. His next 
posting was Malaya where his rank as Corporal was 
confirmed 
A photo of his farewell at Kerang station shows Jack in 
the bottom row to the far right with around 30 other 
young men from Koondrook Barham district as they 
departed civilian life.  

According to war records Jack was first found to be 
missing in action for 5 days in January 1942 and later 
found that he had been taken as a prisoner of war by the 
Japanese. Evidence of his movement from Muar in 
Malaysia to Changi prison on 22/4/42 was found in a 
diary written by Edwin Robert (Ted) Christie of Barham 
who passed on the diary to a mate at Changi after the 
arrival of Jack at Changi and before being shifted. Jack 
endured years of hardship as a POW in Thailand, 
arrived back at Changi to be moved to Japan. 
In September 1944 Ted Christie and Jack were in the 
South China Sea on their way to Japan on the Rakuyo 
Maru. On 12

th
 September the whole flotilla was attacked 

by US submarines unaware of the presence of POWs. 
George Lewcock of Barham was also on that Japanese 
freighter when it was sunk by an American submarine. 
Of the prisoners 152 survivors were rescued in the 5 
days after the ship was sunk and 1,410 perished (which 
includes 7 prisoners who died after being picked up at 
sea). The survivors were suffering from severe 
malnutrition and tropical diseases. The incident has 
been described as one of the most sensational stories of 
the war. 
Article submitted by Marianne and Graham Cockroft 
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Murrabit Hall News  
Unfortunately, due to circumstances 

beyond our control, our AGM, which 

we had set for Monday May 1
st
, has 

had to be postponed again! We will 

notify everyone when we have a new 

date. 

The Anzac Day service is a very special  event in Murrabit. 

It will be held in the Hall again this year and our guest 

speaker is Mayor Charlie Gillingham. Hope to see you 

there! 

We’re also really looking forward to hosting the ‘Krazy 

Koala Entertainment and Bebop Circus’ on Sunday 30 

April. It will be a fantastic afternoon for all the kids (young 

and old) and their families from our local Murrabit, Myall 

and Benjeroop area. 

The Hall is a perfect venue for a wide range of functions – 

day or evening, and is extremely well-equipped. To hire 

the Hall or for more information, contact Marlene Laursen 

54572291 or Neil Hopkins 0490830641.  

Have a great month everyone! 

Murrabit Netball News 
The season is upon us!  

Preseason has been great. Senior coaches 

have been providing that enthusiasm to the 

playing group since commencing in January, with a 

mixture of online motivational group challenges, as well 

as adding in extra sessions of fitness with a personal 

trainer, plus a netball camp, a community practice match, 

compulsory trainings and fun bonding sessions.  

Goals for the new season? Seniors are light on for 

numbers compared to previous years, so the goal is to 

really ensure this year creates lots of opportunities for our 

young and upcoming players to get plenty of court time 

and development.  

Noteworthy Gains: In squad 1, we welcome Montana 

who has come across from Wandella and is a very 

versatile goalie and mid-courter. We also have some very 

handy defenders, Erin who has joined us after moving to 

the area with her partner Luke and Dana who joins us 

with husband Jade and son Archie from her previous 

Club, Quambatook. We have a local girl coming up 

through the ranks, 15-year-old Mila who shows lots of 

talent and is committed to seniors full time this year. The 

core of the team remains the same with great netball 

skills and plenty of experience.  

In squad 2, we welcome Sam, Carly and Tori, all mid 

courters. Tori was from Birchip, Sam from Deniliquin and 

Carly previously from Lockington. All three girls have 

expressed how welcome they feel at Murrabit. Carly “I like 

the social aspect, it’s a great Club”. Sam “Everyone is 

friendly”. Many returning faces are fronting up again and 

it’s great to see junior Jessie named as a senior. 

In the juniors, we are blessed to have newly appointed 

Carly coach U17’s. Carly has a lot of wisdom to provide 

our elder juniors from her experience in secondary 

education and past involvement coaching juniors. Carly is 

extremely encouraging, and I know the juniors will thrive 

with her support. Jess is continuing the role of U14’s 

coach. Jess is very easy going in supporting her playing 

group and is especially mindful of each player’s 

uniqueness. Jess leads by example, which is such a great 

attribute to our younger, aspiring players.  Ang is 

continuing with F-Troop. Ang loves her role and will 

ensure fair participation with a mixture of fun bonding 

sessions and specific targeted development for new and 

experienced juniors.   

We are all super excited for the Season - GO BLUES  
President, Jenny Nethercote 

MURRABIT MARKET CLEAN UP  ROSTER 2023 

May Market - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

June Market - Murrabit Playgroup 

July Market - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

August Market - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

September Market - Murrabit Playgroup 

October Market - Murrabit Tennis Club 

November Market - Murrabit Fire Brigade 

December Market - Murrabit Tennis Club 

MURRABIT NEWSLETTER DETAILS  

Deadline for articles for upcoming editions are:  

TUESDAY 16 MAY 2023 

TUESDAY 20 JUNE 2023 

Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
delivered or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free.  Advertise from $10. 

Hum and Strum music                  
We were excited to be performing interstate last week!  

(We made a return visit to Murray Haven in Barham). We 

had a few of our regulars not able to be with us and we 

missed their talents and contribution to our group. But the 

staff and residents at MurrayHaven are so appreciative 

and friendly that we had a terrific 

afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves, staying on for a cuppa, 

cake and chat for over half an 

hour after the performance. We’re 

having a week off next week (April 

19
th
) as we have a busy May 

coming up with lots of requests to perform around the 

district. 

We’re certainly having great fun playing together and we 

really enjoy performing. But if that’s not for you and you’d 

just like to come along to our regular Wednesday sessions 

(2pm at the Golf Club) for some fun  – all good too! At the 

moment our instruments are guitar, ukulele, banjo and 

keyboard but people who just like singing are part of our 

group as well. 

So  if you’re interested in singing or playing for enjoyment 

in a really relaxed, friendly atmosphere contact Neil 

Hopkins 0490 830 641 for more information. 
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DROUGHT SUPPORT 

Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club 

The Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club hosted 
our 76

th
 annual Easter tournament over 

the Easter weekend.  Easter time is 
usually guaranteed perfect weather, but 
this year we had a few interruptions and 

challenges.  Our mixed day on Friday was cut short due to 
the rain and we made the decision to abandon play with 
around a quarter of our matches still to be played.  This 
made for a very busy and longer than usual day on 
Saturday, managing all the doubles set and the rest of the 
mixed sets and finals. 
We thank all our participants for their patience and 
understanding, making sure all matches were completed. 
With the rain Thursday night and Friday our courts were 
playing a bit heavier than usual, throwing in an extra 
challenge, especially for our visitors.  But there is nothing 
better than playing on grass courts and we thank our 
committee and greenskeepers for having the courts in such 
great condition. 

Easter is all about family and friends and we had 
many family groups gathering for their yearly Easter 
get-together.  We love that our tournament can be 
the destination and enjoyed by so many.  Over the 
2 days, we had close to 160 entrants, competing in 
the doubles and the mixed. 
It was a fun, social atmosphere, with everyone enjoying 
either playing or watching great tennis.   
As per tradition in Murrabit, there were many competitors 
dressed up with their partners in matching costumes.  We 
had some creative and very interesting outfits taking to the 
courts.  This added to the fun environment of the 
tournament and resulted in many players receiving ‘best-
dressed’ prizes, as sponsored by Michelle Noonan.  
A huge thank you again to our fantastic sponsors, their 
contribution is so important to the running of our 
tournament.  Thank you to the small but hard-working 
committee who continue to run the tournament each year.  
There is so much work involved and all done by our 
volunteer members, from the court preparation to the 
catering, serving, selling raffle tickets, preparing the playing 
schedule and running the event.  A mighty effort! 

Results 
Prizes were awarded to winners and runners-up in each 
grade. 
Friday Mixed 
A Grade - Angela & Simon Morton r/up Michelle Noonan & 
Dennis Booth 18-15 games 
Intermediate – Flynn & Sharon Read def Glen & Rosemary 
Madden 6-3 
B grade – James & Phoebe Lea def Renee & Warrick Cox 6
-2 
U/16 – Lyla Morton & Drew McNeil r/up Belle Morton & 
Kobe Teasdale 18-14 games 
U/13 – Pippy Morton & Evan McNeil r/up Flynn Cox & 
Sophia Larkin 18-14 games 
 

Saturday Doubles 
Men’s 
A Grade – Bernie Monaghan & James Anderson r/up Simon 
Morton & Neil Teasdale 18-16 games 
Intermediate – Flynn Read & Oliver Read def Sam Harvey & 
Phil Coughlan 6-1 
B grade – James Lea & Nathan Morrow def Stuart Lea & Bill 
Harvey 6-2 
Ladies 
A Grade- Angela Morton & Sally McDonald def Michelle 
Noonan & Rosemary Madden 8-1 
Intermediate - Lynda Hunter & Katie Mills def Sara McNeil & 
Renee Cox 18-16 games 
B Grade – Jess Dutton & Phoebe Lea def Amy Hall & Kristi 
Dafos 6-3 
Juniors 
U16 Girls – Lyla Morton & Alexis McKnight r/up Belle Morton 
& Evie McKnight 12-11 games 
U13 Girls – Pippy Morton & Charlotte Keath r/up Madison 
Hall & Abby Welch 12-8 games 
U16 Boys – Brodie Hall & Jaxson Marshall 
U13 Boys – Drew McNeil & Noah Cox r/up James McDonald 
& Mac Lake 23-20 games 
Raffle winners 
1st Prize - $1000 - won by Bill Coustley 
2nd prize - Tennis racquet, kindly donated by Kerang Sports 
Power – Dawn Bamforth 
3rd prize – Gift Hamper supplied by Terry White Pharmacy 
Kerang – Annalice Pascoe 
4th prize – Body Pamper supplied by Terry White Pharmacy 
Kerang – Nicole Brawn 
 
Thank you to all our wonderful Sponsors 
Major sponsor - Murrabit Trading  
Gold Sponsor – G&M Poly, AG Adam & Sons, Golden Riv-
ers Crematorium, IGA Barham, Kerang Car Wash, Long 
Paddock Food Store, Mawson’s Barham, Mystic Park Hotel, 
Trend Skate & Surf, AB Building, Ireland Family. 
Silver Sponsors – Graham Hayes Real Estate, Kerang 
Electronics, KM Bray Building, O'Brien’s Sawmills. 
Bronze Sponsors - Arnoldt & Greenwood, Auto Pro 
Kerang, Golden Rivers Electrical, May Partners, Murrabit 
Advancement Assoc., North Vic Sheds, Rulcify's Gift & Sub-
Newsagency. 
Raffle Sponsor – Kerang Terry White Pharmacy, Sports 
Power Kerang 
Yearly Court Sponsors – Murrabit Trading, Murrabit Store 
& Tavern, Andrew Leahy Earthmoving, Arbuthnot Sawmills, 
Scott McNeil Electrical, TA & DL Thomson, Jack & Jill Chal-
lis, G&M Poly Irrigation, Peter Walsh MP, Arch on Mellool. 

 
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR  

TOURNAMENT PHOTOS! 

https://www.facebook.com/simon.morton.963?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX_t4gt-RVF-zU9Kb7FwWm1JISa-dFCPvEvfunj28Jt1uwfzozKPBKwic4u9oL3PiBHoCXTwKDUhmItFC9QXu3l7_msSlAT53Fi4iFRFfCD8-qTUN4pmkB8heIGSD6awB4ipGVGMSaaf6K0g5Rz00XVIVQRIhb1rxAy2V6sb2dk_igAew52OStEC5FvdD2yi6Yk90jnBa
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012542595041&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV5xsNxFW1Csz5wy-5pt9cI8G6060JDzMLoh1OiOPQtk5ye-YTw7vtlHNzSgvhGwqR2Kx9qWsDnMi7RlKCHYhLklBUdINytc-HLBca4H9XtDbNVeQgesxm_5uj6xV5rJkKkAeKEUbQE6tM0-PRWWDIm_cGyOLRwU4VLiXYYvXXmyS6CYR_UWH2xNh9t
https://www.facebook.com/sally.mcdonald.338?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV5xsNxFW1Csz5wy-5pt9cI8G6060JDzMLoh1OiOPQtk5ye-YTw7vtlHNzSgvhGwqR2Kx9qWsDnMi7RlKCHYhLklBUdINytc-HLBca4H9XtDbNVeQgesxm_5uj6xV5rJkKkAeKEUbQE6tM0-PRWWDIm_cGyOLRwU4VLiXYYvXXmyS6CYR_UWH2xNh9t-L2Yesg&__tn
https://www.facebook.com/simon.morton.963?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV5xsNxFW1Csz5wy-5pt9cI8G6060JDzMLoh1OiOPQtk5ye-YTw7vtlHNzSgvhGwqR2Kx9qWsDnMi7RlKCHYhLklBUdINytc-HLBca4H9XtDbNVeQgesxm_5uj6xV5rJkKkAeKEUbQE6tM0-PRWWDIm_cGyOLRwU4VLiXYYvXXmyS6CYR_UWH2xNh9t-L2Yesg&__tn__
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Men’s Shed is 
held 1:30pm to 

4pm each 
Sunday 

 
Upcoming Community Lunches: Sunday 23 April and 25 June - 
commencing 12 midday. 
Membership fees are $35 to cover insurance costs and can be 

paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday. 

Contact: Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238. 

Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed 

Murrabit Accessible Defibs 
24 hour accessible defib machines are mounted 
externally next to the kitchen door at the Murrabit Hall 
and at the door to the  Murrabit Men’s Shed.  The Men’s 
Shed defib machine cabinet also includes a set of pads 
suitable for children under 8 years. 
These life saving machines are available to 
anyone in an emergency. 
Remember to always first call an Ambulance 
in an emergency by phoning Triple Zero 
(000). 

Murrabit Book club  
Book Club meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 8pm, 
usually in member’s homes. Please contact Jeanette Coulter 
5457 2331 for more information. 

Murrabit Heritage Group 
Next Meetings: Monday 8 May 2023 at the Market Office 
Contacts: Narelle O’Donoghue 0427 834 367, Faye Morton 
5457 2333 or Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029, or email 
murrabitheritage@gmail.com  
If you are interested in local history, LIKE our Memories of 
Murrabit Facebook page 
The Murrabit & District Heritage Group is collecting flood 
photos, video footage, and any stories to ensure that this 
information is captured, recorded and 
possibly published into a book the same 
as in 2011. This includes the Westby, 
Myall, Capel’s Crossing, Murrabit West 
and Benjeroop areas.  Email: 
murrabitheritage@gmail.com  

Murrabit Playgroup 
We have had a big clean-up and declutter 
at our building and plan to hold our Annual 
General Meeting shortly to help get things 
happening at playgroup again! 
LIKE our Murrabit Playgroup Facebook 

page to keep up to date or contact: Codie Laursen President 
0458 237 789 or Olivia Monk Secretary 0427 603 912. 

Busy Bees of Murrabit 
 

Community owned and operated gift 
shop and visitor centre, Gonn Avenue, 
Murrabit (part of the Murrabit  Market 
Office Complex).  
Open Murrabit Market mornings 9am to 
12:30pm 
Keep up to date by giving our  Murrabit 
Promotions Facebook page a LIKE 

Murrabit Rec Reserve 
The Murrabit Recreation Reserve is managed by a 
DELWP appointed committee of management. Hiring 
enquiries to Terry Morton President 0409 692 630 or 
Stephen O’Donoghue Secretary 0418 577 238 

LIONS NEED 4 FEED 
If you, or someone you know, are impacted by the recent floods 
and need help with fodder then  register with us for some fodder 
assistance.  
It’s a very quick and easy form (one short 
page, about 6 clicks) and will take about 3 
mins. Please register on our website: 
https://www.needforfeed.org/apply-for-
assistance.html Or contact Neil Hopkins, 
Murrabit President, 0490 830 641 or any local 
Lions club member. 

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also available. 
No bookings necessary. Tickets available from the driver and 
allow for free transport on Echuca buses whilst there.  
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria on 
1800 800 007. 

Hon Peter Walsh MLA 

Your State Member of 

Parliament representing Murray 

Plains Electorate 

496 High Street, Echuca 

Phone: 

5482 2039 or 1300 467 906           

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Please feel free to contact my office with any matters 

concerning the State Government or its departments. 

Murrabit Senior Citizens  
Upcoming Community Luncheons will 
be held on Wednesday 26 April 2022 and 
24 May at 12 midday. $11 for 2 course 
meal. Please phone Evelyn Napier on 5457 
0280 by 20 February if you would like to 
attend. Knowing numbers helps with 
catering. ALL WELCOME 

Can you help? 
Murrabit Lions Club is looking for a place to store their 
Lions caravan (mobile kitchen). Elissa McDonald has 
very generously let us use her shed to store our caravan 
for the past 2 years but the recent flood has caused that 
to change. If you can help us or have an empty shed 
available give Neil Hopkins a call 0490 830 641 

https://www.needforfeed.org/apply-for-assistance.html
https://www.needforfeed.org/apply-for-assistance.html
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The Ladies of Murrabit Art and Culture Group is pleased to be 
partnering with Creative Gannawarra to bring Nancy Bates to 
Murrabit! 
Save the Date: Sunday 21 May 2023. 2pm Murrabit Hall, 

followed by afternoon tea. 
Nancy is a high profile Aboriginal 
Singer and Songwriter. This is an 
event not to be missed and one we are 
delighted to be hosting in our little 
town. Nancy will also offered to host a 
singing workshop. Ticket details next 
newsletter, or keep an eye on the 
Creative Gannawarra Facebook 
page. 

HISTORICAL SNIPPET 

Murrabit Bush Nursing Hospital 
Medical assistance was available in Kerang from very 
early days, but it was a long trip with a sick person, over 
bad roads with slow transport. Most illnesses were treated 
at home, the nursing being done by the family, with help of 
kindly neighbours. Most babies were born at home.  
Round the turn of the century, Mrs MURRAY, was a 
midwife and she brought most of the locals children into the 
world, followed by her daughter Phoebe (Reilly). 
Murrabit Bush Nursing Centre was established on January 
12th 1927 with membership of 60, and by the end of the 
year there were 98 members. 
Bendigo Red Cross Society had generously donated 100 
pound per year for 3 years to the new centre. The annual 
subscription was 1 pound 10 shillings, for a family and 15 
shillings, for single people, and with a government subsidy 
the centre soon became an established part of the Murrabit 
community. 
Sister TURNER, the first sister, boarded with Mr and Mrs 
PITMAN and the centre supplied a horse and jinker. In view 
of the time taken visiting patients, especially in wet weather, 
the Committee built a substantial cement cottage in 
Murrabit with a surgery for the sister’s work. This made her 
more readily available and also enabled her to carry out 
Infant Welfare.  
The Bush Nursing Cottage had a plaque on the wall saying 
“This stone was laid by Miss L JONES, Red Cross Society, 
Bendigo.  Sept. 1930”.   
In a room, presumably the one used as a surgery, had a 
floor to ceiling mural of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
and their little cottage, there 
was a castle on a hill, squirrels, 
mushrooms, toadstools, trees 
and stumps (pictured right). 
The Centre subsidised the cost 
of running a car and all the 
sisters after Sister TURNER 
had their own cars. Five 
schools in the area were visited 
regularly. Guarantors were Mrs 
E. A. ASHWIN, Messrs F. L. 
WALTERS, P BRYER and J.H. 
MORTON. Mr J.H. MORTON 
was also secretary, a position 
he held during the whole of the 
time that the Centre operated. 
Each year the Centre ran a most successful carnival on the 
river bank near the Murray Bridge. Side shows, races and 
raffles were run and various other features were held from 
year to year to vary the program. One year two men dived 
from the top of the bridge into the Murray, much to the 
delight of the large crowd watching. 
The day’s pleasure was continued into the evening, a 
dance was held in the hall and the raffles were drawn. 
During the year several dances were held to help with the 
costs of running the Centre. 
In 1940 “Glenarm” private hospital was taken over by a 
Kerang committee and run as a Bush Nursing Hospital. The 
Centre at Murrabit was closed and the cottage sold by 
Public auction in June 1940.  
The mural remained on the wall for many years until it was 
painted over.  
The cottage is in ‘Church Street’ and still lived in today. 
This was a wonderful service to the district as bad roads, 
especially in winter, isolated the people from medical help. 
The sisters were all well respected and became part of the 
community.  
The costs of hospitals and doctors were also a 
consideration in the days before government subsidies. 
The Bush Nursing Society has a proud record of service 
and the Murrabit people were fortunate to have such a 
service if only for a few years. 

Sourced from “Murrabit Thru the Years 1845 – 1977” by Jean 
KIBBEY and “Murrabit, our Murrabit” by Jill SUTHERLAND. 
Article submitted by Faye Morton 

OFFICIAL OPENING MYALL PIONEER  

REMEMBRANCE DISPLAY & POST FLOOD 

RECOVERY EVENT  

Sunday 7
 
May 2023 

12noon barbeque, live music and story telling. Photos and 

memorabilia welcome for display. 

3pm Official Opening of Myall’s Pioneer and Remembrance 

Display by Gary Napier: President Myall Hall Committee, Cr. 

Ross Stanton: Murray Ward Gannawarra Shire Council, and 

George Rathbone representing the 

Australian Light Horse. 

Join in and reconnect after the floods.  

Community members with a connection 

with Myall invited to mix with the locals 

and enjoy unwrapping history. 

Followed by afternoon tea. 

Contact Marianne Cockroft, E: m2cockroft@gmail.com 

Mob:0429 193 972  Ph:03 5457 0291  

Funded by Gannawarra Shire Council Flood Recovery  

PUBLIC NOTICE THAT THE BENJEROOP PUBLIC 

HALL WILL BE HOLDING ITS ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING 6PM ON WEDNESDAY, 

3RD MAY AT THE BENJEROOP PUBLIC HALL. 

Benjeroop Public Hall  

Committee of Management 
 

mailto:m2cockroft@gmail.com
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• Fully automated garden watering systems and 

repairs 

• Swimming pool maintenance 

• Small engine and pump repairs 

• Home maintenance 

• General odd jobs 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310 

     Licence No. VIC - 37387    NSW - 238436C 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

                                              

               Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, 

Gates, Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, 

Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,  

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading  
 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  

Specialising in  

Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or 

Mob: 0408 500 875 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

5457 0304   

Mb. 0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

For enquiries phone 

Colin: 0407 865 276  

or Cathy: 0427 683 428. 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  

Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988  

Murrabit & District Lions Club 
Interested in becoming involved in our Lions 
Club and serving our community? Contact 
Membership Chairman Bill Hazen on 5457 
2213 or President Neil Hopkins on 0490 830 641. 

Murrabit Golf Club 
If you are interested in what’s going on at the 
golf club and upcoming activities - they are 
promoted on the Golf Club’s Facebook page. 
Search ‘Murrabit Golf Club’. 
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