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Murrabit Community News

Well it’s the end of another year, and what a year it has
been!
Despite the challenging times, we have come through this
difficult period by showing true Murrabit community spirit.
Going forward we can only hope lockdowns are a thing of
the past, but time will tell!
Some of the projects achieved during the year have been:
• Installation of a Raw Water system to enable sustainable
watering of the small patches of lawn in our town.
• Solar panels installed to the Market Office, Men’s Shed,
Recreation Reserve and Tennis Club to reduce costs.
• New commercial kitchen at the market for the Recreation
Reserve BBQ operation.
• Restoration of the original 1926 school building at
Murrabit Group School.
• Upgrades at the Murrabit Golf Clubrooms including
internal and external painting, new carpets and blinds.
• Installation of new internal block-out blinds at the Hall.
• Miss Keats Picnic Park revamp including upgraded
access road, picnic table and chair sets, fire pits and
signage.
• New service platform for the Lions Club to enable card
payments at their market food operation and electronic
ordering.
• Working as a community as we move ahead with the
goal of purchasing the Uniting Church property at
Murrabit so as to secure the future of playgroup and
early childhood services.
• Commissioning two large murals by local artist, Paul
Oswin, with a third to be completed in the New Year.
• Recognising the 50th Anniversary of the Murrabit Group
School.
In addition, the new Netball Clubrooms are nearing
completion and the $1.5M Murrabit Stormwater project is
well underway. Once completed, this will enable additional
landscaping which will transform our little Murray River
community.
To all the volunteers who continue to do an exceptional
quantity of volunteer hours to keep Murrabit moving
ahead, a very BIG thank you. Without your continued
enthusiasm, passion and hard work, Murrabit would not
be the community it is today - and yes, there is a Murrabit
Market on New Years Day and we will all front up together
as a community and do what we do so well - welcoming
our visitors and raising funds to keep our little community
going.
As we near the end of 2021, we remember our valued
community members who have passed away this year
and we thank everyone who has taken the time to extend
kindness to those around them.
We think of families who will gather over the coming
weeks and those who may be missing family members.

Whatever your Christmas plans, please take
care, stay safe, and we will see you all back
in 2022!

Phone: 03 5457 2205
Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com
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Murrabit Group School (No. 3859)
The Murrabit Group School as we know it today opened
on 3 February 1971 with 115 pupils and 5 teachers.
The early history of the school has been shared in the
October and November editions of this newsletter.
To further recognise the 50th Anniversary, the current 34
students at Murrabit Group School completed a drawing
and story for display at the December Murrabit Market.
Drawings and stories featured what the children liked
most about Murrabit Group School and what they
thought Murrabit Group School would be like in another
50 years from now - that’s the year 2071! Below is a
drawing by Drew McNeil (Grade 5). Drew’s drawing is of
Murrabit Group School now (2021) and what it might
look like in the future. The display was so popular that it
will feature again at the market on New Years Day.

MURRABIT MEN’S SHED

Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm on a Sunday (except
Boxing Day).
The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions
Park at 9am on Friday 31 December.
Membership for the 2021/22 financial year is now due.
Cost is $35 per year to cover insurance costs and can be
paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday.
Our thoughts are with Men’s Shed member, Brian Smith,
on the recent passing of Carol. Carol was a regular at the
Men’s Shed and will be missed by us all.
Contact Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238
Or via
Facebook Murrabit
Men’s Shed.

HON PETER WALSH MLA
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT REPRESENTING
MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE
496 High Street, ECHUCA
Phone: 5482 2039 or
1300 467 906
Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
Please feel free to contact my office with any matters concerning the State Government or its departments.
Funded from Parliamentary Budget

Paul Oswin Art
Workshop

Thanks to funding from Gannawarra
Shire Council, a very enthusiastic
group of women enjoyed the
watercolour and charcoal art
workshop in the Murrabit Hall
recently with local artist, Paul Oswin

ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS

A wonderful array of art
was produced, including
the cockatoo above by
Robyn Hopkins. It was a
great day and thank you
to all who came along to
help make the event a
success.

REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE & PRIVATE
WORK
ON FARM SERVICE
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON
0419 530 876
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates,
Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet
food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,
Irrigation & much, much more.

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading
Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com

TA & DL

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing)

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310
Licence No. VIC - 37387 NSW - 238436C

Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING
Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping
Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875

•
•
•
•
•

Fully automated garden watering systems and
repairs
Swimming pool maintenance
Small engine and pump repairs
Home maintenance
General odd jobs

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
Greg Maher
20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988
Licence no: VIC - 12893 NSW - 215064C

MURRABIT HALL

It’s been great to have the Hall
open and back to regular, and
nearly full, use again over the
past few months. We’ve had
yoga classes twice a week,
Line Dancing, Hum & Strum
music group, Market morning
teas, community lunch, and a variety of other activities
making use of our excellent facilities (and if you would
like to know more about any of these, let me know).
While all of these groups are having a break over the
holidays, our Hall is still available for hire. It is an
extremely well-equipped facility and is a terrific venue for
a wide range of functions and activities.
The Paul Oswin Watercolour workshop a few Sundays
ago was a terrific success and thoroughly enjoyed by
one and all. Hopefully as life continues to return to
something like normal we’ll see more events like this,
plus for our Anzac Day service, School Concert and
other annual events to come back to the Hall next year.
Finally, I’d like to thank our secretary /treasurer, Marlene
Laursen for the amazing job she does, Jeanette Coulter
our representative on the Shire halls committee and all
of our local committee members for their contribution.
And to hire the Hall or for more
information, contact Marlene Laursen
on 54572291 or Neil Hopkins
0490 830 641.
Merry Christmas and all the best
for the New Year!

Hum and Strum music
We’ve had a new group, Hum and Strum, up and
running in Murrabit for the past 6 weeks and it’s been
great fun and providing lots of enjoyment for everyone.
The group is for people who like to play, sing or hum
along to some catchy tunes (no experience or high-level
expertise required – just interest and enthusiasm). We
are having a short break over Christmas and will start up
again on Wed January 12 and meet at the Murrabit Hall
each Wed at 2pm.
So whether you’re a learner on ukulele, a battler on
banjo, a gun on guitar or just like to sing along, why don’t
you come along and see what it’s about – we’d love to
see you.
If you think you might be
interested, contact Neil
Hopkins 0490 830 641
for more information.
MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 2022
January Market—Murrabit Tennis Club

Murrabit Stormwater Project Update
The following update has been provided by Gannawarra
Shire Council: Installation of the rising main is complete
and the pump station was commissioned on Friday 17
December. In response to dust issues, we have worked
with the contractor to implement a change in procedure
which will see a water tank used onsite to reduce dust
during backfilling of the pipe trench. Installation of the
underground drainage has progressed north along Gonn
Ave and has reached its end point at Laursen St. Onsite
works will cease the week of Christmas and resume
again in mid-January running south along Gonn Ave from
Browning Ave past the old Catholic Church.

Yoga in Murrabit - A Week of Yoga

As we did in 2020, we will be running our “Week of
Yoga” again during January 2022.
We will have yoga classes from Monday to
Friday at 7am and on Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday evenings at 6pm.
There will be Hatha (regular), Yin (slow,
deep stretch) & Vinyasa (Flow) yoga and
meditation during the week.
For every level of experience. You can
come to every class, or just those that suit you.
Where: Murrabit Hall
When: Monday 10 – Friday 14 January 2022
Cost: $10/session or $30 to come as often as you like.

Interested in attending?
Phone Neil 0490 830 641,
Robyn 0427 517 236
Bring blanket, cushion, water and
yoga mat

MURRABIT & DISTRICT HERITAGE GROUP

2022 meetings: MONDAYS:14 February, 14 March, 11
April, 9 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 August, 12 September,
10 October, 14 November (AGM).
Meetings commence at 7:30pm in the MAA/Market Office.
Contacts: President Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029
Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264
or email: murrabit1@bigpond.com
We have been talking about holding a wedding dress
exhibition for a number of years now and we are
determined that 2022 will be the year! The date has now
been set. We want this to be a special day for all genders
and ages. Dresses, memorabilia, photos, and other little
items of special significance will be able to be displayed.
The event will include music, food
and lots of reminiscing!

Save the Date

Wedding Dress Exhibition
Sunday 1 May 2022
Murrabit Hall

CR & CA Thompson
Fencing Contractors
Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.
(03) 5457-2225

MURRABIT AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB NEWS

MURRABIT GROUP SCHOOL UPDATE

Murrabit Lions Club were very busy leading up to the last
Murrabit Market. Several members attended a working
bee to sand back and re oil the tables and chairs under
the shelter. We also took the opportunity to pressure wash
the cooking
area and spring
clean the
kitchen. The
day was
completed with
a sausage
sizzle and
refreshments.
A big thank you
to all members
who attended
and assisted.

School has finished for another year. Thank you to all
students, teachers and families for support throughout
2021. It’s been a challenging year but everyone has
shown great resilience.
I would like to thank the students, staff, parents, School
Council, Parents and Friends and the whole schooling
community for such a wonderful three weeks. It is very
evident that Murrabit Group School is a wonderful
school and that there is so much community support,
which I too have been fortunate enough to have
encountered. To all families I hope you have a safe and
very enjoyable time over the holidays. Good luck to the
Grade 6 students entering High School and good luck to
all students stepping up.

The Murrabit Lions Club held the final meeting for the year
at Koondrook Mates Hotel. The night was well attended,
and newcomers to the district and prospective members,
Don and Kris Cameron, came along.
Former Lion Chris Veldman returned for the night to catch
up with us, as we were
under Covid
restrictions when he
left the district and
unable to give him a
proper send off.
Chris will be moving
into his new residence
shortly which he
explained is close to
the Marong Golf
Course, Hotel and
Shop - sounds like an
ideal location! We
wish Chris well in his
move. Pattie thanked
Chris for his service to
our Lions Club and the
community and he
was presented with a lovely book about his old stomping
ground.
The next Murrabit Market will be held on Saturday 1
January. The Lions Club will be there serving the usual
egg and bacon sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, coffee, soft
drinks and more, which we are sure will be very popular
amongst the some of our potentially hungover customers
on New Years Day! Please come along a support our
efforts as we too emerge from our New Years Eve
celebrations!
The Murrabit Lions Club are always on the lookout for new
members. If you are new to the district and would like to
join our Club or just come along to one of our dinner
meetings, you would be most welcome. We meet at the
Murrabit Golf Clubrooms on the second Tuesday of each
month for a business meeting and the fourth Tuesday of
each month for a dinner meeting. Please contact
President Neil Hopkins on 0490 830 641, Bill Hazen on
5457 2213 or any Lions member to find more information.

Save the Date
Australia Day Breakfast
Wednesday 26 January 22
Back of the Murrabit Hall

First day of Term 1 is 31 January 2022
Jodie Closter
Acting Principal

Charlotte and Maddi Keath with the display of student
drawings and stories at the December Murrabit Market.
Charlotte is in Grade 3 and Maddi in Grade 5.
Thank you girls for the lovely photo!

Murrabit Netball Changeroom Update

The following update has been provided by Gannawarra
Shire Council: Laying of the vinyl floor coverings is
complete as is concreting under the side and rear
verandas. The change benches have been assembled
and installed along with the bathroom partitions. Late
delivery of the plumbing fixtures means that the project
will be delayed by approximately 4 weeks and should
now be completed by February 2022.

Murrabit Fire Brigade

Murrabit Fire Brigade gathered at the station on Sunday
12 December for a general meeting and to present some
well-deserved awards.
Commander Mick Masters from CFA came along to
present the awards and to assist with the election of new
office bearers.
It was an easy process of moving people up the ladder to
fill vacated positions.
The brigade welcomed Kris and Don Cameron into our
brigade and Kris, eager to get involved, has taken the
role as our new secretary after Jason and Shmarna
Holloway decided to trip off around Australia. I wish
Jason and Shmarna well and thank them for their strong
commitment to the brigade. Happy travels!
Moving into the awards it was great to see committed
people being recognised for their efforts
Jim Danson, John Danson, Bill Hazen and Greg Henry
were awarded 50 year service medals from the CFA,
all years served at the Murrabit Fire Brigade.
Gordon Yard received a 60 Years’ Service Medal from
the CFA. Gordon served with three other brigades
before coming and joining the Murrabit Brigade in 1984.
Gordon was a member of Fish Creek, Leongatha, and
Yanakie Brigades.

Gordon Yard
with CFA
Commander
Mick Masters
and Murrabit
Brigade
Captain Peter
Laursen

There were several other awards for service:
40 years Marlene Laursen and Dave Semmler
25 Years Andrew Leahy and Les McKenzie
plus several more.
Commander Masters said there was a total of more than
700 years of service awarded to Murrabit members on
the day!
The event was interrupted by the siren and a call to
Murrabit West. A small fire on the river frontage was
attended to. Nothing like keeping us on our toes!
The day concluded with a fantastic BBQ and cool
refreshments and some general chin wagging.
Thanks to Barham Meats and to community members
who always supply fantastic salads to compliment the
meal.
The season has started off a lot busier than other years
and I hope this is not a sign of things to come.
The fire at the Woodleigh Bullet factory was a sad day for
Geoff and Shirl McDonald with a lot of years hard work
damaged by the fire. Unfortunately, the fire took hold
very fast and there wasn’t a great deal more the fire
brigades could do. Thankfully we could draw water from
the Murray River due to its height with the Murrabit quick
fill and tankers supplying water to other tankers.
Murrabit, Koondrook, Kerang, Gonn, Melool, Barham
Rural and Barham Rescue were some of the tankers on
scene. Breathing Apparatus was used to enter the
building to quell some of the hot spots. It was really a
great team effort from all brigades attending.

We have had nine call outs already so early in the
season so the brigade members are on edge for what is
shaping up to be a busy time. Lets pray that’s not the
case.
Let’s all Stay Safe and look out for one another.
On behalf of the Murrabit Fire Brigade, I wish you all a
Merry Christmas and let’s all hope
2022 is the year we can all move
forward, a year that is full of positive
messages and actions by all those
we intrust to lead us.
Peter Laursen, Captain
Murrabit Fire Brigade

School Anniversary Stubby Holders
Murrabit Group School 50th Anniversary Stubby Holders
are available for sale for $9 each from the Murrabit Market
and from Busy Bees of Murrabit. If you live away from
Murrabit and would like to order,
please
send
an
email
to
murrabit1@bigpond.com.
They
can be posted for those willing to
pay a bit extra to cover postage. If
you want stubby holders as
Christmas presents, give us a call
on 5457 2205 and we will arrange
to get these to you in time.

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month
Timetable, Bus stops & Fares
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station 8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also
available. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from
the driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses
whilst there. For more information, please call Public
Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007.

NEWSLETTER DETAILS
To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the
MAA Office by
THURSDAY 20 JANUARY 2022
Information can be emailed to
murrabit1@bigpond.com
delivered or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free.
Advertise from $10.
To add your contact details to our newsletter email list
simply send an email to the address above.

SCOTT MCNEIL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579

5457 0304
Mb. 041 561 126

Licence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C

Murrabit Tennis News

We are now well into the season at
Murrabit Tennis Club and have had some
mixed results throughout the divisions.
Division 1 has had some tough matches,
but good wins and quite happy (and lucky) to be sitting at
the top of the ladder at this stage of the season!
Our Division 2 team has been battling hard against some
very strong opposition with the wins yet to come, but
plenty of matches still to be played.
Our juniors have been enjoying their tennis and
improving every week. We have a team of 9 very
enthusiastic little tennis players. This is the first year of
competitive tennis for all the players, bar one, and they
are all so pleased to have the opportunity to play. They
have won a few sets, a great effort against much more
experienced opposition.

Murrabit Junior
Tennis Team

December saw the final session of our 8 week coaching
program and we celebrated with a Christmas party and
presentations. Thank you to our expert coaches Sally
McDonald and Simon Morton who guided the kids
through the skills of tennis. There has been great
improvement and lots of fun over the last few months.
To acknowledge the hard work of the children they were
each presented a Hot Shots certificate and a Sports
Power voucher for the Tennis 4 Teens participants. Club
President Ang Morton thanked all the members and
parents who assisted each week.
Children
being
presented
with their
awards

We also took the opportunity to present our 2021 Club
Championship trophies. Men’s winner was Simon
Morton, Ladies Sally McDonald and Juniors Ava
Cummins. Pam Lingenberg presented Ava with her
trophy, donated by Pam and Barry. Barry recently
passed away and would have been very proud.

DROUGHT SUPPORT
Presentations
to Sally
McDonald, Ava
Cummins and
Simon Morton.

To make the evening even more special we were very
lucky to receive a visit from Santa for all the tennis and
cricket kids. It was great to have Santa come all the way
to Murrabit.
It was a lovely relaxing evening at the Clubhouse with
more than 100 people there for tea.

Our last match before the Christmas break was on
December 18. Competition returns on January 22.

“Busy Bees of Murrabit”

Community owned and operated gift shop and visitor centre,
Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit Market Office
Complex). Currently open Murrabit
Market mornings 9am to 12:30pm
Other times by appointment
by phoning 5457 2205
Keep up to date by liking our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
murrabitpromotions

ACCESSIBLE DEFIBS AT MURRABIT
Two 24/7 defib machines are located at
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and the
other at the Men’s Shed. These life saving
machines are available in an emergency.
Remember to always first call an
Ambulance in an emergency by phoning
Triple Zero (000).

Saturday 1 Jan 2022

LIVE MUSIC BY HONEST KEN
GREAT SHOPPING & FOOD
First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine!

8.30am—12.30pm

Ph: 5457 2205

HALF PRICE MARKET STALL FEES FOR JANUARY
BOOKINGS VIA: WWW.MURRABIT.COM.AU/MARKET
OR PHONE 5457 2205 (DIVERTS TO MOBILE)

