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Community Phone Book will happen
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your existing entry, or if you are new
to Murrabit and would like to be part
of our Community Phone Book, send
an email to murrabit1@bigpond.com,
give us a call on 5457 2205, or stick a note through the
mailbox in the Murrabit Market Office door.
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Murrabit Community News

Entries will close on Thursday 30 June 2022.

Works have recommenced on the stormwater project in
Browning Avenue, Danson Street, Whiter Street and
Laursen Street (see page 6). Hopefully this will be
completed quickly so that our town once again looks tidy.

Get the News Early!
Did you know you can receive a full
coloured version of the Murrabit
newsletter in your inbox?

Some much needed landscaping works have occurred
recently with focus areas being Browning Avenue, Gonn
Avenue, the entrance to the Murrabit Recreation
Reserve and the Murrabit Market site. There are
irrigation systems going in, a large number of trees and
some patches of turf on the market site. It should be a
wonderful improvement come spring!

To add your email to the list, simply
send an email to:
murrabit1@bigpond.com

Murrabit Country Market

Murra-Bit-a-News is Online!

Saturday 2 July 2022 8:30am to 12:30pm

Visit www.murrabit.com.au/murra-bit-a-news to view this
month’s newsletter, as well as past newsletters.

Shop in the fresh Country Air - Breakie, Morning Tea or
Lunch by our LOCAL community groups.

- LIVE MUSIC by JIMMY JOHNSON -

If you can’t find the newsletter you’re looking for, send us
an email at murrabit1@bigpond.com.

Newsletter Details
Deadline for articles for the next edition is:
TUESDAY 19 JULY 2022
Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com,
delivered or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free.
Advertise from $10.
Funding info
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School News
It’s been a pleasure to be a part of and lead the MGS
community for nearly two terms and will continue as
Acting principal in Term 3. We have achieved many
things and enabled a calm, happy learning environment.
It’s been a very packed nine-week term.

Sport
It’s excellent to see seven students from our little school
progress to the Cross-Country Regional event and
compete in such challenging conditions. We wish Sophia
all the best at the State Championships. Winter Sports
have taken place for Grade 5/6 but we also have a
Gr4/5/6 T-Ball team that competed in Swan Hill on
Tuesday.

Classroom Support
Janice Flood will continue on in Term 3 to support in
class programs and staff. We welcome Sara Parr who
has joined our school cleaning team.
We were recently joined by a past student on work
experience- It was a pleasure that Jess Teasdale joined
in for the week.

Upschool Program
We have joined the Upschool program in Grade 5/6
which is all about learning with purpose and will extend
to the wider school.
Currently we are involved in Writing with Purpose: a 10
week narrative writing and comprehension unit. One of
our students was featured on the live online platform
which was shared with 10,000 students around the
world.

Chickens
We finally have a completed coup and some chickens
donated by the Maclean family. The students wrote to
the Murrabit Packing Shed and they have kindly agreed
to donate some wheat once a month. The chickens are
already a hit.

Parent Support
Thank you to our parents and carers that have helped
complete maintenance tasks, mow and whipper snip,
bake for Education week and more.

Education Week
Excellent to welcome families into the school and see
the wonderful teaching and learning that is happening.
We continue to invite new and existing families to visit
the school. Our senior school students did a great job
touring the visitors. They were also able to participate in
simultaneous reading time.
Gaby Hogg - Acting Principal
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Murrabit Netball News

Murrabit Men’s Shed

What a fantastic season our senior ladies are putting
together, currently undefeated in all grades despite all
the injuries and COVID cases. We’re in a wonderful
position at this point of the season.

Men’s Shed is held
1:30pm to 4pm on a
Sunday.
The Men’s Shed sets
up for each Murrabit
Market - all welcome to
come along and help out - meet at the Lions Park at 9am
on Friday 1 July.

The F Troop continue to impress every week, Coach
Morton has the girls playing a great brand of netball, do
yourself a favour and get there early to see these girls in
action it won’t disappoint.

Membership for the 2021/22 financial year is now due.
Cost is $35 per year to cover insurance costs and can be
paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday.

The Under 14’s and 17’s are improving every week, its
just a matter of time before the girls put some much
deserved wins on the board.

Contact Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238.
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed.

This week we travel to Moulamein before the school
holiday bye and then we welcome Nullawil to the
Murrabit Rec Reserve for a top of the table clash which
will be worth the price of admission.

Hum and Strum Music Group

Go Blues!

Our main aim is about fun and enjoyment for everyone.
We’ve got a very relaxed, friendly group of about a
dozen people, so if you like to play or sing along to some
catchy tunes, whether you’re an expert or an absolute
beginner, why don’t you come and try it out? We’d love
to see you.

Travis Collier - President

We meet at the Murrabit Golf Club every Wednesday
from 2 - 4pm, afternoon tea included! Contact Neil
Hopkins 0490 830 641 or Max Molloy 0448 131 540 for
more information.

Congratulations to the MFNC girls who have represented
our league and club in the interleague championships.
The girls participated in three tournaments. The final
tournament was played last Sunday in Bendigo in very
cold and wet conditions. Well done to our participants
(pictured from left) Mila Bray (U15’s), Lyla Morton
(U13’s), Evie McKnight (U15’s), Macy Bray (U13’s),
Jessie Teasdale (U17’s), Erica Cummins (U17’s Coach)
and also Kate Whorwood (U17’s), who was unable to
play this tournament.

Pictured above is the Murrabit Hum and Strum Music
Group on 18 May 2022.

Accessible Defibs at Murrabit
Two 24/7 defib machines are located at
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and
the other at the Men’s Shed.

Angela Morton - Coach

Market Cleanup Roster 2022

These life saving machines
available in an emergency.

July - Murrabit Playgroup

are

Remember to always first call an
Ambulance in an emergency by
phoning Triple Zero (000).

August - Murrabit Playgroup
September - Murrabit Men’s Shed
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Murrabit and District Lions
Club
The last market was great and our volunteers were kept
busy for most of the morning.
Current President Neil and Lion Robyn have headed
north for a few months to escape the cold. In his
absence the Club decided to re-elect him as President for
the coming year. We will have an induction of the
President and his Committee when they return.
Our Club was able to make a donation recently to
Heather Mays who lost everything when her home was
engulfed in flames on Sunday, May 8.
Pictured above is President Neil Hopkins with Barry and
Barbara Higgins

Funds were made available through the Lions 201V6
Foundation who assist in times of need. Our Club
recently made a donation of $1000 to this fund for the
flood victims in Queensland and Northern NSW. This
foundation also made a large contribution to our Club to
assist during the 2011 floods.
Heather has found some rented accommodation nearby
while her home is being rebuilt. We wish her all the best
for the future.

Pictured above is the Mobile Skin Cancer Screening Unit
Murrabit and District Lions Club are always on the lookout
for new members. If you are interested in becoming
involved in our Lions Club, serving our community and
meeting new people, please contact our membership
Chairman Bill Hazen on 54572213 or our President Neil
Hopkins on 0490830641.

Kerang to Echuca Bus Service

Pictured above is Lions Treasurer Pattie McDonald
presenting a cheque to Heather Mays.

1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month

Our last dinner meeting held on Tuesday 24 May at our
clubrooms featured guest speaker Lions Barry & Barbara
Higgins (see right) from the Echuca Lions Club who gave
an interesting talk on the Lions Skin Cancer Bus which
we hope will be coming to the Murrabit/Kerang area soon.

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares

The Districts of Lions International in Victoria and
Southern NSW have identified a distinct need for a
mobile skin cancer check and awareness unit to operate
across Victoria and in particular remote areas and towns
not fully serviced by dermatologists or other skin
specialists.

9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)

8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)

10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also
available. No bookings necessary. Tickets available
from the driver and allow for free transport on Echuca
buses whilst there. For more information, please call
Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007.

The Mobile Skin Cancer Screening Unit (see right) is
serviced by volunteers and provides a free skin check
and any instances of skin cancer are referred on to a
specialist.
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Murrabit Playgroup

Support Playgroup By Donating

We are so excited that
settlement on the former Uniting
Church property finally happened
in April 2022.

Did you know that you can help contribute to getting our
little playgroup back up an running by providing a
donation?
There are two ways you can help:

Purchasing this property has
been a great achievement for our
little community. Playgroup had
almost half the funds required to support the Murrabit
Advancement Association to purchase the property and
some other community groups have assisted with the
remaining funds. We had an ideas wall at our Grand
Reopening. Lots of ideas were put forward and we look
forward to kicking some of these ideas off soon.

Community members can become a Friend of Murrabit
Playgroup. For just $50 you can join up and you will then
receive a special certificate from our playgroup children
and the funds will be used to fund a special project.
You can also make a once off donation to help support
us as we get restarted.
Friends memberships and/or general donations can be
made at:

Some ideas put forward include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

www.trybooking.com/au/donate/murrabitplaygroup

Creating a Toddler Gym
Children’s Yoga
Going on excursions such as to the Kyabram Fauna
Park and Jumps Echuca.
Evening events such as a Movie Night and Pizza
Night
Men’s Shed activity on a Sunday
Pop up Playgroup in the Lions Park
Music Days with ‘Hoppy’
Creating a calendar of events
Rhyme Time and Story Time
A little library and toy library
Some fundraising events such as Sip and Paint Night,
Lorraine Lea Linen Party
Ladies Pamper Night.

via Direct Deposit: Murrabit Playgroup Inc. BSB 633-108,
Account 119011351
or send a cheque to Murrabit Playgroup Inc., C/- Post
Office, Murrabit 3579
A membership form is attached to this newsletter (p.7).
As a community market, ready to eat food is provided on
the Market site by a variety of local groups. The Murrabit
& District Lions Club run the food operation at the back
of the Murrabit Public Hall - selling hot chips, egg and
bacon sandwiches, drinks and their famous chicken
burgers!

We would love to know what you would like to see
happen.

In the Hall, our local primary school and
netball club provide a range of food
options plus hot and cold drinks.
Under the main broadcast point, our local Recreation
Reserve Committee of Management and sporting clubs
run the BBQ selling sausages, hamburgers and steak
sandwiches. Cold drinks are also available.
All the money raised through the sale of ready to eat
food by our community groups on the market site goes
back into making our community a better place to live
and visit! If you are new to Murrabit and would like to get
involved, there is always lots of ways to participate. Give
us a call on 5457 2205, or just turn up and you will be
given a job!

Pictured above is President, Codie Laursen with the
ideas wall at the Grand Re-Opening
LIKE our Facebook page to keep up to date:
www.facebook.com/murrabitplaygroup
Or contact:
Codie Laursen President 0458 237 789
Olivia Monk Secretary 0427 603 912
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Murrabit Golf Fixture

Storm Water Project
Works conducted by the contractor will recommence
from 15 June and weather permitting are expected to be
completed at the end of July. These works will occur
across multiple fronts along Browning Ave, Danson St,
Whiter St and Laursen St as they seek to finalise the
project as quickly as possible. This will require the
closing of the affected roads for periods to allow the work
to be carried out as quickly and safely as possible.
Additional works, to enhance other parts of the township,
will be completed by Council alongside the contracted
works. These are expected to take up to 2 months to
complete, persistent wet weather may see these works
paused until conditions improve.

Hon Peter Walsh MLA
Your State Member of Parliament representing
Murray Plains Electorate
496 High Street, Echuca
Phone:
DROUGHT
SUPPORT
5482 2039 or 1300 467 906
Email:
peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
Please feel free to contact my office
with any matters concerning the State
Government or its departments.

Murrabit Hall
Murrabit Public Hall AGM
7:30pm Monday 22nd August
at the Hall

ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS

As the Hall is a vital part of our
community, please attend

REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE & PRIVATE WORK
ON FARM SERVICE
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Hire the Hall
The Hall is a perfect venue for a wide range of functions
– day or evening, and is extremely well-equipped. To
hire the Hall or for more information, contact Marlene
Laursen 5457 2291 or Neil Hopkins 0490 830 641. Have
a great month everyone!

PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON
0419 530 876
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579
Email: anthonyrobbo.99@gmail.com

GRFNL Fixture

Busy Bees of Murrabit

Round 10 25/06 Moulamein (A)

Community owned and operated
gift shop and visitor centre, Gonn
Avenue, Murrabit (part of the
Murrabit Market Office Complex).

— School Holiday Bye —
Round 11 09/07 Nullawil (H)

Round 12 16/07 Wandella (A)

Open Murrabit Market mornings
9am to 12:30pm

Round 13 23/07 Quambatook (H)

Keep up to date by liking our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions

Round 14 30/07 Ultima (H)
Round 15 06/08 Macorna (A)
Round 16 13/08 Hay (A)
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Historical Snippet
This is the story told at the Wedding Dress Exhibition in
May:
It is a story about a 16-year-old girl who lived in Hay,
about 200 kms northeast of Murrabit
This young girl’s name was Frances Park.
It was 152 years ago…in 1870..
At the same time there was a man.
The man was 30 year old James Murray (or more
commonly known as Jim).
Jim was born in Ireland in 1840 and at 15 ran away to sea
on the ship called the ‘Phoebe’. He arrived in Australia in
1863 at Port Melbourne, where he deserted shop by
sliding down the anchor chain and hiding at the home of
his cousin..
Born in 1854, Frances arrived in Australia from London in
1857 with her parents as a three year old child.
Both Frances and her family, and Jim Murray found
themselves living in and around the Hay area.
Our history books record that even though her daughter
was only 16 years of age, Frances’s mother begged Jim
Murray to marry her daughter and take her away.
And so in 1870 Frances Park married Jim Murray.
The address given was “Roto”, north west of Hillston.
Jim’s occupation was recorded as ‘labourer’.
The 152 year old black velvet wedding dress, complete
with hat, bustle and handbag, was displayed as part of the
Wedding Dress Exhibition.
Frances and Jim wandered around across the country for
the next 10 or so years and arrived in Murrabit early
1880s. They had 11 children and eventually settled on the
Loddon River at Murrabit West. Frances became the local
‘midwife’ around Murrabit helping out the many new
settler women across the district. Having 11 children
herself, she sure was experienced….
Two of Frances and Jim’s children are very familiar.
A son, Herbert Clyde Murray, born in 1889. Herbert
married Nell Begelhole and had three children, including
Stuart Murray, with the family still farming on the family
farm at Murrabit West.
Frances and Jim also had a daughter named ‘Phoebe’,
after the ship Jim sailed upon many years prior. Phoebe
was born in 1887 and later married twice.
There were two children from her first marriage, Rose,
and Olive Gifford. Rose married Les Pay. Olive, or ‘Ollie’
married Percy Edward Augustus Browning, known around
Murrabit as ‘Eddie’.
Phoebe’s second marriage was to Myles Reilly. Phoebe
and Myles had four children, Frances, Patrick, Kathleen
and Netta. Phoebe’s parents, the Murrays, had
established a butchery business locally and Phoebe and
Myles went on to establish a Butcher’s Shop and Abattoir
at Murrabit. As Myles had lost an eye cutting up the
brisket of a lamb, he decided an
assistant was needed and Eddie
Browning of Bendigo answered the
call. He was met at the Kerang
Railway Station by Phoebe’s
daughter Olive and love
blossomed. Olive and Eddie
Browning married in 1925 and
eventually took over the Butcher’s
Shop at Murrabit and hence the
name ‘Browning Avenue’.
Eddie and Ollie Browning had two girls, Shirley and Faye.
Thanks to daughter, Jacqui Jenkins, the wedding dress
worn by her mother, Shirley Browning on her marriage to
Jack Vistarini in 1949 was also displayed as part of the
Wedding Dress Exhibition (pictured), along with a range
of wedding memorabilia and original telegrams.

Friends Of Murrabit Playgroup
In the past Murrabit Playgroup ran a “Friends of Murrabit
Playgroup” program where members of our wonderful
community showed their support for early childhood
services in Murrabit through a small donation. Due to this
support, we were able to provide a vital service to young
families of Murrabit through play, fun and education.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have
been unable to run this program for the last couple of
years, but are now re-starting!
Some past Friends of Murrabit Playgroup projects include:
Outdoor landscaping, shade trees, outdoor chairs, fridge,
couches, shade sails, painting, watering system, kitchen
bench, oven, bike track, carpet, blinds, vacuum cleaner,
toys, bikes, and equipment.
For this year, we have many projects in mind, with one
being to establish a toddler gym along with some much
needed building/grounds maintenance.
We know that with your support Murrabit Playgroup can
flourish once again. Should you like to support future
playgroup projects by becoming a “Friend of Murrabit
Playgroup” please donate $50 with this form or go online
through this try booking link www.trybooking.com/au/
donate/murrabitplaygroup Please feel free to donate a
higher amount if you would like to provide additional
support. Your contribution will be very much appreciated.

——————————————YES, I would like to become a "Friend of Murrabit
Playgroup".
NAME:

………………………………………………………………………………

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………….…………
STATE:

………………… POSTCODE:

…………………….

PHONE:

………………………………………………………………

EMAIL:

………………………………………………………………

 Please find enclosed a cheque (payable to Murrabit
Playgroup)
 Please find enclosed cash (in person)
 I have credited by internet banking to Murrabit
Playgroup Inc. BSB: 633 000 Account: 119011351
(please use your name as a reference)
Please post this form to: Oliva Monk, Secretary/
Treasurer, Murrabit Playgroup Inc, 63 Gonn Road,
Murrabit Vic 3579

Thank you so much for your support
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Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
Greg Maher
20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING
Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping
Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875
•
•
•
•
•

Fully automated garden watering systems and
repairs
Swimming pool maintenance
Small engine and pump repairs
Home maintenance
General odd jobs

CR & CA Thompson
Fencing Contractors
Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
For enquiries phone
Colin: 0407 865 276
or Cathy: 0427 683 428.

TA & DL

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing)

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310

SCOTT MCNEIL

Licence No. VIC - 37387 NSW - 238436C

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579

5457 0304
Mb. 041 561 126
Licence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser,
Gates, Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils,
Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,
Irrigation & much, much more.

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading
Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com
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