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    Murrabit Community News 

A big edition of the newsletter this month with 
lots of activities kicking off again as confidence 
rebuilds post COVID-19. 
We certainly have a lot to look forward to - three 
Murrabit Markets in quick succession - April 2, 
Easter Saturday April 16, and May 7.  
Football and Netball kick off on April 9 and the 
first Golf competition for the year is on April 10. 
Then we have the Easter Tennis Tournament  
on Good Friday and Easter Saturday, followed 
by ANZAC Day and a Community Lunch on 25 
April and a Wedding Dress Exhibition on May 1. 
It’s going to be a great couple of months as we 
all get back to ‘normal’ before the cold of Winter 
sets in. 
Despite the heavy shower of rain during the 
night, our March market still had 79 stallholders. 
Lots of people wandering around shopping and 
enjoying what turned out to be a fine market 
day, despite a little mud underfoot in spots! 
Great to hear that the Murrabit Cod Challenge 
was again a fantastic success. It was sold out in 
four days this year; a demonstration of just how 
eager people are to get out and about, as well 
as the growing popularity of this high quality 
event.  
Thanks again to the whole crew of really 
hardworking volunteers who put on these 
community events for everyone to enjoy. 
Also thank you to the leaders from all our 
community groups who come together each 
month to plan and make decisions which help 
support every community group at Murrabit to 
remain sustainable and viable, despite the 
challenges.  
We welcome anyone that is new to our 
community. If you would like to be involved in 
the community in anyway, please get in touch as 
we would love to welcome you as part of Team 
Murrabit! 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  
Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

MURRABIT COUNTRY MARKET 
Saturday 2 April 2022 

LIVE MUSIC - KATHY MITCHELL 

 
MURRABIT COUNTRY MARKET 

Easter Saturday, Saturday 16 April 2022 
LIVE MUSIC - NOEL PEARSON 

NEWSLETTER DETAILS Deadline for articles for 
the next edition is: TUESDAY 19 APRIL 2022 

Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
delivered or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free.  Advertise from $10. 

 



ACCESSIBLE DEFIBS AT 
MURRABIT 
Two 24/7 defib machines are located at 
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and 
the other at the Men’s Shed. These life 
saving machines are available in an 
emergency. Remember to always first 
call an Ambulance in an emergency by 
phoning Triple Zero (000). 

MURRABIT & DISTRICT HERITAGE GROUP 
With our Wedding Dress Exhibition coming up quick, our 
March meeting was consumed with talking all things 
Weddings - it was a great discussion, for both men and 
women!  
If you have a wedding dress/s to feature, wedding 
photos that we can photograph or scan to use as part of 
our photo exhibition, wedding photo albums and 
memorabilia to display on the day, telegram or 
messages sent on the occasion of weddings (that we 
can photograph) to read out, or a daughter, yourself or a 
friend to wear your own wedding dress (from weddings 
over the past 25-30 years) as part of the proposed 
fashion parade, please get in touch. We are also looking 
for mannequins or dress making busts to help display 
the dresses, or wedding decorative items to lend.  
At our March meeting we also worked to help solve 
some family history questions about the Morrison family 
and their connection with ‘Gonn’ Station. It’s great when 
we can assist people with some missing information 
about their family history, which often is like piecing a 
puzzle together! 
Next meeting: Monday 11 April commencing at 
7:30pm at the Murrabit Market Office. All welcome to 
come along and enjoy all things relating to the 
history of Murrabit and district. 
Contacts: Narelle O’Donoghue 0427 834 367,  
Faye Morton 5457 2333 or Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029, 
or email murrabitheritage@gmail.com.  
Tickets for the wedding dress 
exhibition ($10 adults (children 
free) ) are now available from: 

www.trybooking.com/
BXRPW 

Or scan this QR Code on your 
phone 
Featuring video footage from the 
60s and 70s, fashion parade, live 
music by Kathy Mitchell, photo 
exhibition, multiple generations of local family wedding 
dresses, afternoon tea, and lots of reminiscing! 
Supported and funded by the Ladies of Murrabit Art 
& Culture Group/Murrabit Promotions Committee 
Inc. 

75
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 Annual Easter Tennis Tournament 
Mixed event Good Friday 
Doubles Easter Saturday  

A fun family weekend 
Start organising your partners and your 

costumes (if you are keen to get dressed up).   
Entries are now open at  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KRWYP3Y    
Raffle tickets are now also on sale.   

$2.50 per ticket.   
1

st
 prize is for 2 days at the Australian Open 
2023 and one night’s accommodation in 

Melbourne (or $500 cash).   
Get your tickets from any club member or the 

club’s Facebook page: 
www.Facebook.com/

MurrabitEasterTennisTournament 
Thank you to all our wonderful sponsors who 

assist in the running of this tournament.  
Contact Angela Morton 0408 3132 57  

or Sara McNeil 0439 380 604. 

MURRABIT GOLF CLUB 
NOVELTY EVENT 

 
SUNDAY 10 APRIL 2022 

Assembly 11.30am - Hit Off 12:15pm 
$25 per player (includes Sausage Sizzle lunch 

and Afternoon Tea) 
18 HOLES STROKE: ALL PAR 3S 

Men's and Ladies combined 
Nearest the Pin, Prize on Every Hole                               

Hole In One Prizes 
Major Sponsor: Graham Wealth 
COME AND HAVE SOME FUN               

ALL WELCOME 
ENTRIES TO: 

Wayne Harman 0411 750 748  
Ron Sharples 0419 328 033 



HUM AND STRUM MUSIC GROUP 
Murrabit Golf Clubrooms – Wednesdays 2 - 4pm.  
Come along if you are interested in music or enjoy 
singing. very relaxed, friendly group of about a dozen or 
so people (we’ve had a few more join us in the past 
month)  
It’s all about fun and enjoyment for 
everyone. The group is for people 
who like to play, sing or hum along 
to some catchy tunes (no 
experience or high-level expertise 
required – just interest and 
enthusiasm). Contact Neil Hopkins 
0490 830 641 or Max Malloy 0448 
131 540  

MURRABIT PLAYGROUP 
We held our Annual General Meeting on 23 March and 
brainstormed lots of ideas to reinvigorate and relaunch 
playgroup following quite a few months off. 
We have already organised some little events to get 
families and the wider community back enjoying and 
supporting playgroup. 
Please reach out if you would like to be involved in 
helping to support playgroup, even if you don’t have little 
kids anymore! 

Easter Hamper Raffle  
Tickets can be purchased at Murrabit Trading, via Olivia 
Monk or Codie Laursen - phone or send a text (contacts 

below), or from Busy Bees on Market morning.  
Hamper drawn the week of Easter. 

 

Easter Craft Day 
 Friday 1 April at 10.00am  

Everyone is welcome to join us for coffee and some craft 
(Easter basket making)  

as we get ready for a fun Easter Egg hunt. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Tuesday 12 April 10am 

Everyone is Welcome  
- parents, grandparents, great grandparents,  

community members - 
 

Grand Playgroup Re-Opening Day 
Sunday 24 April.. 12 noon 

Come along for a sausage sizzle 
Meat provided, please bring a small salad or desert to 

share. BYO chair and drinks 
All community members are welcome 

Please phone or text Olivia Monk if you will be attending 
so that we have enough ‘snags’! 

 

Friends of Murrabit Playgroup 
For many years, playgroup has had many ‘friends’ who 
have helped to provide a little bit of funding and support. 
Our Friends Group is re-starting and for just $50 you can 
join up! You will then receive a special certificate from 
our playgroup children and the funds will be used to fund 
a special project. Stay tuned for further details  
 
LIKE our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
www.facebook.com/murrabitplaygroup 
Or contact: 
Codie Laursen President 0458 237 789 
Olivia Monk Secretary 0427 603 912 



MURRABIT HALL 
The Hall has been enjoying regular use again this year. 
So far it has been used for Yoga, Line dancing, Hum & 
Strum music, Market morning teas and a number of 
private functions. The Hall is a perfect venue for a wide 
range of functions – day or evening, and is extremely 

well-equipped.  
Don’t forget we have a 
Mothers Room available on 
market days in the Hall 
anteroom with two of the 
most comfortable chairs of all 
time as well as changing 
facilities 
To hire the Hall or for more 

information, contact Marlene Laursen 54572291 or Neil 
Hopkins 0490830641. 
Have a great month everyone! 

MURRABIT BOOK CLUB  
The Murrabit Book Club is back up and 
running for 2022 and hopefully we will 
have an uninterrupted year. Our first 
book for the year was ‘Under The 

Tuscan Sun’ which many of you have probably seen the 
movie of and some members have even visited. This had 
mixed reactions, from those who loved it to those who 
got a bit sick of the descriptions of all the renovations 
and Etruscan tombs. Hopefully this month’s book ‘Falling 
Leaves’ will be met with a better response. 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Shirley and her 
family on the recent loss of Chris. 
For our March meeting we paid a visit to our long time 
and one of the original members, Cres Walters. This has 
been two years in the planning as with all the lockdowns 
and COVID we have had to postpone several times, but 
finally we made it. It was a very enjoyable evening sitting 
on the verandah looking out to the river while eating our 
tea and enjoying a glass of wine. 
At present our Book Club has one vacancy so, if you are 
interested in reading and would like to join, please 
contact Jeanette Coulter (54572331) for more 
information. 

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also 
available. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from 
the driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses 
whilst there. For more information, please call Public 
Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007. 

MURRABIT STORMWATER  
PROJECT UPDATE 
Improvements will continue in the coming months after 
Council allocated some of the funding received from 
Round 3 of the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure program to complete Stages 5 and 6 of the 
Murrabit Storm Water Project.  After a public tender 
process the contract for these final stages was awarded 
to S&R Engineering.  These works will benefit residents 
living in Church, Laursen and Whiter streets. 
A priority once S&R return to site will be completing the 
original stages, with some remedial works required to 
bring the finished product up to a standard that Council 
and the community are happy with. 
Due to lead times on concrete products, it is anticipated 
that the contractor will return in approximately 3-4 weeks 
and that works will be completed in June/July. 
Gannawarra Shire Council 

GET ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHER PROGRAM 
The Get Active Kids Voucher Program helps eligible 
families get their kids involved in organised sport and 
active recreation activities. Eligible children may receive 
up to $200 to cover the costs for membership and regis-
tration fees.  

MURRABIT MEN’S SHED 
Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm on a Sunday. 
Thanks to the re-Connect with 
your Gannawarra program we will 
host another Community Lunch. 
Sunday 27 March 12 noon 
All welcome 
Next meeting will be held at 1:30pm, 
also on Sunday 27 March. 
The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all 
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions 
Park at 9am on Friday 1 April. 
Membership for the 2021/22 financial year is now due. 
Cost is $35 per year to cover insurance costs and can be 
paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday. 
Contact Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238. 
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed. 
Still lots of little tomatoes in the community garden - 
please help yourself! 



MURRABIT GOLF—2022 FIXTURE 
 
 

MURRABIT GOLF CLUB NOTES 
It was great to see approximately 40 Murrabit community 
members concerned about the future of the Murrabit Golf 
Club come along to the meeting on March 1.  
With a round table discussion and everyone having a 
chance to speak a unanimous decision was agreed upon for 
the Murrabit Golf Club to continue functioning in 2022 and 
hopefully for many years to come.  
Many people not involved with the golf club before have 
offered their time in various ways to assist in ensuring the 
club remains open. And this is greatly appreciated and 
typical of good old country commitment. 
It is a very familiar situation where many country towns are 
just struggling so hard to keep their towns vibrant and 
moving forward and it takes many hours away from other 
enjoyments in life.  
If we hook in make in fun its rewarding when we see what 
we have achieved. 
The past 2 years have been so difficult for Murrabit Golf 
Club, trying to put a comp on a Saturday with the unsurety 
of the governments next move on Covid lock downs. So, we 
are really hoping there will be no interruptions to our days 
out this year. 
This year John Ficken will head the club as our president 
Wayne Harman as Captain 
Ron Sharples as Secretary, Dianne Waller Treasurer and 
Rick McKenzie as Greens Director. 
Our opening round will begin on Sunday April 10 with an 18 
hole par 3 novelty day that in past years has been well 
attended. It would be great to see more new faces come 
along and take up the challenge.   
The club aims to run 5 Sunday 
events so those that are tied up to 
other commitments can also come 
and enjoy a round. 
Please come and sign up as a Full 
member, Social member or Junior. 
Look forward to seeing you on the 
green or even as a visitor in the 
club house.  
Everyone is welcome 
 

MURRABIT NETBALL NEWS 
Season 2022 is just a couple of weeks away and the netball 
courts are buzzing with excitement! 
our coaching panel for 2022 and we are very confident 
these ladies will do a fantastic job: 
A Grade:  Sarah Perry 
B Grade:  Sarah Perry 
B Res:      Lisa Morrow 
U’17’s:      Erica Cummins 
U/14’s:     Jess Bray 
F Troop:   Ang Morton 
The Netball Changerooms are now completed and look 
fantastic. It’s a real asset for not only the Netball Club but 
the whole Murrabit community and something we can all use 
and enjoy for many years to come. 
A big thank you to Cameron Coulter who went over and 
above throughout the whole building process. Cameron 
spent many hours painting and prepping and we appreciate 
it very much. Thanks Cam! 
A big thank you also to all the netballers who made salads 
and worked in the kitchen over the Murrabit Cod Challenge 
weekend. Excellent job as always. 
There’s great things happening off the court and I’m looking 
forward to great things happening on the court starting with 
the visit of Macorna on 9

 
April. 

Go Blues! 
Travis Collier, President 



 

DROUGHT SUPPORT 
ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS 

REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 
INSURANCE & PRIVATE 
WORK 
ON FARM SERVICE 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON  
0419 530 876 
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579 

MURRABIT TENNIS NEWS 
The Murrabit Tennis Club was very pleased to have 2 
teams playing in the finals on Saturday.  Unfortunately, 
neither team progressed to the Grand Final.  Division 1 
played well against Cohuna, going down by only 7 games.  
We had an ordinary start to the day, then staged a bit of a 
comeback in the end, but it wasn’t enough to make up for 
the earlier sets.  Jo and Ang were thrilled with their 8-1 win 
in the last set.  Simon and Sally as usual had a great win in 
their mixed 8-3 and Bernie and Jordy fought hard going 
down in a tiebreaker 7-8 

The junior team were also lucky to be playing in the finals.  
We played against a much, bigger and more experienced 
Gunbower side, who were much too strong.  Credit goes to 
our juniors though for the effort they have put in all season.  
Our team was made up primarily of beginners and they 
had very strong competition all year.  The improvement in 
our kids has been outstanding throughout the season, not 
to mention their sportsmanship and commitment to the 
team.  Look out next year. 
Well done to Chelsea, Belle, Lyla, Dustie, James, Drew, 
Evan, Kobe, Eliza and emergency player Pippy. 

Congratulations also goes to our club Champions for 2022.  
There were some terrific singles matches played 
throughout the championships. 

Men’s champion – Simon Morton, r/up Jordy McNeil 
Ladies champion – Sally McDonald, r/up Ang Morton 

Junior girl – Chelsea Collier, r/up Belle Morton 
Junior boy – James McDonald, r/up Evan McNeil 

 
Our main event for the tennis year is still to come, with the 
Easter tournament fast approaching.  
Contacts: Angela Morton 0408 313 257 or Sara McNeil 
0439 380 604. 

MURRABIT FOOTY CLUB 
What a weekend we have just had, our 
major fundraising event the 2022 
Murrabit Cod Challenge was greeted with 
splendid weather. Although the water 
levels were low, the fish still proved to be 
plentiful, confirming a great competition 
had by all.  

Our major sponsors Molins Motorcycle and Marine, Blue 
Sky Swan Hill and Murrabit Trading provided some 
impressive prizes for the draw Saturday night. 
Congratulations to Frank Martin for winning the 1st Prize 
399 Stacer Proline Boat and Trailer Package. Frank has 
been coming to the competition for 8 years now and was 
very happy to win the boat. 
In Football news we can officially welcome Yantse 
Kinsey-Smith to the club, Yantse will be a key 
component to the clubs midfield and has strong family 
connections to the club with both great-grandparents 
being life members.  
Josh Bray will once again be in charge of our Auskick 
brigade which kick off their sessions on the 28

th
 April. 

Get on now to register www.play.afl.com/auskick    
On Saturday the 12

th
 March we hosted Stanhope in our 

only practice match for this pre-season. It was a warm 
day and proved to be a great hit out for those who could 
make it. The players then 
headed to Coach Mick O’Toole’s 
house for a post-match debrief. 
We are now only a week or so 
away from round 1, our first 
match will be at home hosting 
Macorna on the 9

th
 April. Lets 

get along and support the club! 
#BLUEIN2022   
Memberships are also available 
for purchase with multiple 
options to suit your needs. Scan the QR Code with your 
phone for direct access.  

http://www.play.afl.com/auskick


HON PETER WALSH MLA 

YOUR STATE MEMBER OF  

PARLIAMENT REPRESENTING  

MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE 

496 High Street, ECHUCA  

Phone: 5482 2039 or 

                 1300 467 906           

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Please feel free to contact my office with any matters 
concerning the State Government or its departments. 

Get the News Early 
Did you know you can receive the Murrabit newsletter 
via email? That way you will receive a full coloured 
version on the day the newsletter is 
put together rather than waiting for it 
to arrive by mail. To add your email 
to the list, simply send an email to  
murrabit1@bigpond.com. 

MARKET CLEAN UP  ROSTER 2022 
April & Easter Markets - Men’s Shed  

MURRABIT FIRE BRIGADE 
Thankfully the fire season has ended without any fires to 
speaks of.  
Burning off has started and the smoke and dust from 
paddocks being worked is starting to gather around the 
horizon causing the mornings and evenings to be very 
hazardous when traveling into the sun. 
Please remember to register your burn off. You can call 
1800 668 511 the easiest way is to go online to Fire 
Permits Victoria follow the instructions  
We had a very successful training night as Kerang 
bought out their big fill pump and demonstrated its 
operations connected to the large town tanks. 
Approximately 20 CFA volunteers and 7 from Gonn 
Mellool turned up for a very interesting evening. The 
night was finished off with a lot of discussion about the 
risks in our area while enjoying a snag and a couple of 
cool drinks. 
The brigade was contacted recently by Howard 
Westblade who informed us of a donation coming our 
way. 
We were over the moon to receive $4800 from the Myall/ 
Koondrook Irrigators League, 
Thank you so much. 
As we have plans to extend the concrete apron in front of 
the station this will help complete this project. 
We have also fitted a $1600 Bushman upright fridge and 
power supply in the truck thanks to Lee Guest Electrical.  
We now always have 20 cold bottles of water in easy 
reach on the fire ground and other projects have been in 
discussion. 
Cooler days are not that far away so please check your 
heaters chimney and flues and ensure electric blankets 

are in perfect order. 
The brigade will be 
around the town soon 
to check that the 
Hydrants are in good 
order and not buried. 
Stay Safe everyone 
Peter Laursen 
Captain Murrabit Fire 
Brigade  

MURRABIT AND DISTRICT 
LIONS CLUB 
Our March dinner was well attended by 
Lions members and several guests who 
gathered to hear an informative 
presentation by Nan-Marie Schoerie from 

ECS Botanics.  Nan-Marie spoke about the medicinal 
cannabis that is being grown on the farm in Murrabit West.  
She said their enterprise grows their cannabis outdoors in 
a semi protective & uncontrolled environment which 
requires less energy to produce but produces high quality 
cannabinoids. She explained that they are growing the 
cannabinoid CBD which is non-psychoactive. 
Medicinal Cannabis is now legal in Australia and indicated 
for chemotherapy-
induced nausea and 
vomiting, refractory 
paediatric epilepsy, 
palliative care indications, 
cancer pain, neuropathic 
pain, spasticity from 
neurological conditions 
(eg Parkinson’s disease) 
and anorexia and wasting 
associated with chronic 
illness (such as cancer).  
 
Several members of our Club recently undertook the Food 
Handling course conducted by Murray Ace.  The group 
were then assessed on what we had learned by making 
sandwiches and a fruit platter for our lunch.  Great to note 
that we all passed with flying colours. 
Our Club will be very busy in April with two markets, one 
on April 2 and the Easter market on April16 which is 
always very busy.  Just a reminder that our stall is now 
accepting Eftpos for purchases. 
Our Club has two meetings each month with a business 
meeting held on the second Tuesday of each month in our 
clubrooms at the Murrabit Golf Club and a dinner meeting 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month where we have a 
guest speaker. 
We are always on the lookout for local community groups 
to cater for our dinner meetings.  We usually cater for 25 – 
30 people for a two course meal and this is a great 
opportunity for your group to make some extra money.  If 
your group is interested, please contact Pattie McDonald 
on 0427 570 295. 
Murrabit and District Lions Club are always on the lookout 
for new members. If you are interested in becoming 
involved in our Lions Club and serving our community, 
please contact our membership Chairman Bill Hazen on 
5457 2213 or our President Neil Hopkins on 0490 830 641. 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

Community owned and operated gift shop and visitor centre, 
Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit  Market 
Office Complex).  
We have some Easter Gifts now available 
Currently open Murrabit Market mornings 9am to 12:30pm 

Other times by appointment  
by phoning 5457 2205 

Keep up to date by liking our 
Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/
murrabitpromotions 

mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.vectorstock.com%2Fi%2Fcomposite%2F87%2C53%2Ffolded-newspaper-vector-48753.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Ffolded-newspaper-vector-48753&docid=H1QgpfabrmFmCM
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions


HISTORICAL SNIPPET 
The Great 1956 Grocery Run!  
This was possibly the first really big, troublesome flood on 
the New South Wales side of the river since the 1906 or 
1909, so the district was out of practice as to how to cope. 
Many of the properties on the Merran and Wakool were 

isolated, so someone decided to take out stores and mail 

by rail on the Murrabit ganger’s trolley. Len Gannaway, 

the ganger, organised the trolley, which was a four wheel 

“trike” with a huge two-stroke motor with the wind-up start 

and a lever which moved the spark to the opposite side to 

reverse direction. It travelled at thirty miles an hour. 

The “gang” Len and Edna Gannaway, Bill Laursen, Jim 

Sutherland and Fred Andrews set off late in the morning, 

and had a wonderful trip as far as “Snake Swamp” – just 

over the bridge in “Umeena”! As the line over the bridge 

had not been used for years, the grass was three feet 

high – it had been a “good” year; Len would wind up the 

trike to its full thirty miles per hour and charge the grass, 

not knowing what was concealed, then back off and have 

another go – charge, over and over again. At last they got 

to Ballbank – the trip had been easy to there! A bit past 

Ballbank the formation had been washed away and the 

sleepers were hanging on the rails, so they had to push. 

Dozens of snakes had taken refuge on the formation, on 

top of the flood water on the formation, under the 

sleepers, etc.  

The formation was good to Nacurrie, but soon there was 

more high grass, brambles, rubbish etc. over the track so 

they had to stop and clear it, between Nacurrie and 

Monk’s “Merrandale”. The system was to push, to 

conserve petrol, back 200 yards, then charge again. 

They were aiming for Coobool, but when they got to the 

crossing on the Deniliquin road, they gave up. Two boats 

came down the side cut and took the goods and mail. 

Even so it was close to dark when they got home. The 

gates on the bridge had to be opened as they were set for 

road traffic.  

Mrs Gannaway, Fred Andrews, Mr Gannaway, line man, 

1956 Photo: Doss Monk 

Story told by Bill Laursen, as recorded in Jill 

Sutherland’s Murrabit Our Murrabit, and shared in this 

newsletter by Alex Monk. 

The rails were removed long ago and the wooden bridges 

have collapsed but most of the formation remains. 

 

It is good to see people still help others in need. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
This week we have 

celebrated Harmony 

week with in class 

activities including a 

giant jigsaw piece mural 

created by each 

class. This will join 

surrounding schools 

pieces displayed in Swan 

Hill - Harmony 

Day. 

 

Congratulations to Pippy, Ivy and Lyla on their 

excellent efforts last week at the Regional 

Swimming Championships in Swan Hill. The 

girls did an amazing job on a tough competitive 

day. Pippy’s relay came 3rd and Lyla’s came 

2nd. Lyla swam 37 seconds to come 5th in the 

freestyle and Ivy was touched out for 3rd by less 

than half a second in the breaststroke. We were 

so proud of you all and it was a fantastic 

achievement to qualify for this event… an 

experience to cherish!  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Kids… 
Last Friday, we talked about being ‘kind’ and 
what it meant to us. Here are some of the things 
that were discussed and stated by our class. 
A kind person... 
*takes care of people. 
*is someone who is always there for you. 
*is encouraging and helpful. 
*shows appreciation ( and yes we can spell this 
word!) 
*is supportive and listens. 
*shares. 
*includes everyone. 
*says hello. 
*thinks of other peoples’ 
feelings. 
*compliments and 
congratulates others. 
*does good deeds. 
Being kind is a life skill so 
let’s all be kind to 
one another! 



Japanese encephalitis virus has been detected across 
Victoria for the first time, including in the Gannawarra 
Shire. 
Japanese encephalitis is a rare but potentially serious 
infection of the brain caused by a virus spread through 
mosquito bites. 
Residents should be alert, but not alarmed. You can take 
precautions to avoid mosquito bites around your home 
and yard, when you’re on holidays and spending time 
outdoors. 
Avoid being bitten by reducing stagnant water around 
properties to minimise mosquito breeding, wear long, 
loose fitting clothes outdoors; using effective mosquito 
repellents containing picaridin or DEET on all exposed 
skin; and try to limit outdoor activity at times when mos-
quitoes are most active, which is between dusk and 
dawn.  
Learn about simple steps to beat the bite: 
www.btterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/beat-the-bite 

Community Planning Grant Success 
One of the challenges for many small communities like 
Murrabit is ensuring the sustainability and viability of 
community activities, programs and services in a 
challenging environment where population is declining and 
ageing. 
Here at Murrabit the leaders from all our local community 
groups come together each month. We plan together for 
the future so that our community not only survives, but is a 
good place to visit and live. 
To do this, we apply for many, many grants. Some we get, 
others we don’t but we just keep applying! 
This month the Murrabit Advancement Association is 
excited to announce that it was one of 60 not-for-profit 
organisations in remote, rural, and regional Australia to 
have been awarded a grant to help build drought resilience. 
Funded by the Australian Government’s Future Drought 
Fund and a range of other donor partners, the Networks to 
Build Drought Resilience program focuses on agriculture-
dependent communities. It is designed to give local not-for-
profit organisations access to the funds and resources they 
need to prepare and strengthen their community’s 
response to future drought and climate change. 
The Murrabit project will see the south-east side of the 
Murrabit Public Hall landscaped and a heritage trail 
created. 
The $37,318 grant funding received, towards the project 
valued at $47,208, will create a multi-purpose and 
accessible events space at our public hall and a heritage 
trail throughout the town and district. 
Proposed landscaping includes extending a lawned area to 
the front of the hall, installation of locally manufactured 
picnic table and chair sets, planting of established trees 
and the creation of a modern heritage trail, which will pivot 
out across the town and district from the public hall. 
We thank FRRR and the Australian Government for 
awarding us this grant. The project is to be completed by 
August 2022.  
We already have lots of events in the outdoor space 
around the Murrabit Hall and the landscaping project will be 
a really BIG improvement. 

Community Phone 
Book update 

An update and print of a new 
Community Phone Book will happen 
soon, so if you have any changes you 
would like to make to your existing 
entry, or if you are new to Murrabit and 
would like to be part of our Community 

Phone Book, send an email to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
give us a call on 5457 2205, or stick a note through the 
mailbox in the Murrabit Market Office door. 

FLU PROGRAM AT MURRABIT 
Gannawarra Shire Council has for a number of years 
provided a special immunisation clinic each April at 
Murrabit where residents have been able to access the 
Flu vaccine. This year, community members are instead 
able to access the Flu vaccine, and other scheduled 
vaccines (excluding COVID) at regular Council 
immunisation sessions held in Kerang and Cohuna by 
appointment, which can be made by phoning 5450 9333. 
Flu vaccine is also available from local pharmacies and 
GP Clinics. 

ANZAC DAY AT MURRABIT 
Monday 25 April 2022. Even if you are unable to attend 
the ANZAC Day Service, please feel free to come along 
to the COMMUNITY LUNCH. If you are a new resident to 
Murrabit & District we would love you to come along. It’s a 
great chance to  meet other community members in an 
informal outdoor setting. 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/beat-the-bite
https://frrr.org.au/funding/disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/future-drought-fund-networks-to-build-drought-resilience/
mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com


CRICKET NEWS 
 
2021/2022 - What a Season! 
 
Murrabit Cricket Club had a hugely successful return in 
2021/2022 after a 10 year absence. 
 
Premiers U.16 Barham Koondrook Junior 
Competition Murrabit 112 d. Koondrook 73.  
Parker Bray 23 runs, Jobe Hein 19 runs. Kobe Teasdale 
1 wicket and 3 runs. The boys and girls played superbly, 
putting on a great total with the bat against some really 
good bowling, then bowled and fielded really well with a 
couple of great run outs.  
 
Premiers U.13 Northern District Cricket Associations  
Murrabit 68 d. Barham/Koondrook 64 
Murrabit batted first and set a modest score of 68. 
Barham/Koondrook were well on the way to victory, 
needing only 12 runs with 3 overs remaining and 8 
wickets in hand. But then the Murrabit kids, with some 
great bowling and wonderful fielding, took 5 wickets in 2 
overs. This left Barham/Koondrook needing to hit 10 to 
win off the final over. Kobe Teasdale bowled a great last 
over to see Murrabit the winners by 4 runs. 
Congratulations to the Murrabit side for an exciting win 
and becoming the U13s Northern District Cricket 
Association Premiers.   

Premiers A Grade Northern District Cricket 
Association  Murrabit 168 d. Barham 104 
In front of the sort of crowd that you see at a footy final, 
and with most cheering for the locals, Murrabit set a very 
competitive score of 168. Bowling and fielding sharply 
(practise can make perfect!) the locals kept tight control 
of the match to record a big win. The Murrabit team were 
met by the large crowd who cheered and welcomed their 
success. 

Club awards for this season:  
A Grade: Most Runs: 
Nathan Henry 344 
runs Most Wickets: 
Simon Kelly 20 
wickets Champion 
Player: Nathan Henry   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
U/13’s: Most Runs: Jobe 
Hein 122 runs Most 
Wickets: Cooper Hein 6 
wickets Zane McKerrow 6 
wickets Champion Player: 
Jobe Hein  
 

 

It has been an exciting year for everyone.  
We would like to thank everyone for the amazing 

support we have received and, with plenty of keen 
cricketers and lots of young talent, we can’t wait for 

next season to come around! 



ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  
  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387    NSW - 238436C 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

                                              
 

               Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, 
Gates, Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, 
Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,  

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading  
 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 
5457 0304   

Mb. 041 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

 

For enquiries phone Colin: 0407 865 276  

or Cathy: 0427 683 428. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fully automated garden watering systems and 

repairs 

 Swimming pool maintenance 

 Small engine and pump repairs 

 Home maintenance 

 General odd jobs 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988  
 
Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 




