
Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

    Murrabit Community News 

It is great to see our community getting back to 
normal with some social events returning. The 
Murrabit Wedding Dress Exhibition on Sunday 1 
May was a fabulous success. Around 100 people 
enjoyed reconnecting and sharing memories of 
weddings through the ages. The exhibition flowed 
over into the following week to allow time for more 
to view and enjoy a high quality exhibition of 
dresses, photographs and family history. Well 
done to all involved. 
The Stilt Walkers at the May market from 
Melbourne proved popular. A very large Bird of 
Paradise and Purple Fuchsia graced the market 
site and were enjoyed by a large crowd. The stilt 
walkers were a really special Mother’s Day treat 
made possible thanks to a COVID Safe Outdoor 
Activation grant received to help stimulate local 
visitor experiences, such as the Murrabit Market. 

Hopefully the clean up from the stormwater project 
is completed soon so that our town once again 
looks tidy. Some much needed landscaping works 
have kicked off recently with focus areas being 
Browning Avenue, Gonn Avenue, the entrance to 
the Murrabit Recreation Reserve and the Murrabit 
Market site. There are irrigation systems going in, 
a large number of trees and some patches of turf 
on the market site. It should be a wonderful 
improvement come spring! 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  
Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

MURRABIT COUNTRY MARKET 
Saturday 4 June 2022 8:30am to 12:30pm 

- LIVE MUSIC by KATHY MITCHELL -   
Shop in the fresh Country Air - Breakie, Morning Tea or 

Lunch by our LOCAL community groups. 

NEWSLETTER DETAILS Deadline for articles for 
the next edition is: TUESDAY 21 JUNE 2022 

Information can be emailed to murrabit1@bigpond.com, 
delivered or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free.  Advertise from $10. 

 

Stilt Walkers at the May Murrabit Country Market 

Community Phone Book update 
An update and print of a new 
Community Phone Book will happen at 
the end of June. If you have any 
changes you would like to make to your 
existing entry, or if you are new to 
Murrabit and would like to be part of our 
Community Phone Book, send an email 
to murrabit1@bigpond.com, give us a 
call on 5457 2205, or stick a note 

through the mailbox in the Murrabit Market Office door. 
Entries will close on Thursday 30 June 2022. 
 

Get the News Early 
Did you know you can receive the Murrabit newsletter via 
email?  
To add your email to the list, simply send an email to  
murrabit1@bigpond.com. 
That way you will receive a full 

coloured version on the day the 

newsletter is put together rather than 

waiting for it to arrive by ‘snail’ mail.  

mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com
mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.vectorstock.com%2Fi%2Fcomposite%2F87%2C53%2Ffolded-newspaper-vector-48753.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Ffolded-newspaper-vector-48753&docid=H1QgpfabrmFmCM


MURRABIT MEN’S SHED 
Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm on a Sunday. 
The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all 
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions 
Park at 9am on Friday 3 June. 
Membership for the 
2021/22 financial year is 
now due. Cost is $35 per 
year to cover insurance 
costs and can be paid by 
dropping into the ‘shed’ 
on a Sunday. 
Contact Stephen 
O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238. Facebook - 
Murrabit Men’s Shed. 

HUM AND STRUM MUSIC GROUP 
We had a terrific afternoon and all really enjoyed 
ourselves on Wednesday 18 May when we performed at 
the Cohuna Village. The residents and staff laughed, 
sang, tapped and clapped along for the hour and a half 
while we played a selection of 25 songs (from our 
repertoire of more than 60 tunes). And they invited us 
back again! 
But our main aim is about fun and enjoyment for everyone. 
We’ve got a very relaxed, friendly group of about a dozen 
people, so if you like to play or sing along to some catchy 
tunes, whether you’re an expert or an absolute beginner, 
why don’t you come and try it out? We’d love to see you.  
We meet at the Murrabit Golf Club – every Wednesday 
from 2 - 4pm, afternoon tea included! Contact Neil 
Hopkins 0490 830 641 or Max Molloy  0448 131 540 for 
more information. 

WEDDING DRESS EXHIBITION HELD 
AT MURRABIT 
A very grand Murrabit Wedding Dress Exhibition was held 
on Sunday 1 May in the Murrabit Public Hall to celebrate 
the 110th anniversary of this significant community space.  
Around 100 people enjoyed an afternoon reconnecting 
and sharing memories of weddings through the ages.  
Twenty two wedding dresses plus bridesmaid and 
flowergirl dresses graced the hall, and another twenty 
four dresses were part of a lovely fashion parade.  
Also on display was family history displays, a wedding 
photographic exhibition and all sorts of treasured items of 
wedding memorabilia. Thank you to all who provided their 
wedding memorabilia for display. 
The event was arranged by the Murrabit & District 
Heritage Group Inc who teamed up with the Ladies of 
Murrabit Arts and Culture Group to put on a very high 
quality exhibition and a lovely afternoon tea.  
Vintage cars, provided by Chris and Marilyn Hope, 
greeted guests as they arrived along with live music by 
Kathy Mitchell. The hall was beautifully decorated as a 
wedding venue 
with lots of 
special 
touches. A 
very long 
wedding 
breakfast table 
seated guests 
complete with 
candelabras, 
lace and floral 
displays.  
The fashion parade saw a number of dresses worn by 
daughters and granddaughters which added to the joy of 
the afternoon. The event provided the opportunity to 

share memories, 
reminisce,  tell stories 
of love, and family 
connections. 
The exhibition feature 
was a 152 year old 
black velvet wedding 
dress (pictured below) 
worn by Frances Park 
in 1870 when she 

married Jim Murray in Hay, NSW. They later settled on 
the Loddon River at Murrabit West. Frances was only 16 
at the time of her marriage to Jim. They had 11 children, 
with a number of descendants who continue to reside in 
the area attending the event.  

Ros Beck (nee Webb) wore her 
mother’s wedding dress in the 
Murrabit Wedding Dress 
Exhibition fashion parade. Ros’s 
mum was Judy Watson who 
married Hugh Webb on 27 April 
1963. Both Judy and Hugh were 
in attendance and took great joy 
in Ros wearing the dress. 
Ros also wore her own wedding 
dress in the parade - a vintage 
style that she designed and 

made herself with influence from her grandmother 
Watson’s 1930s dress where a lace layer was a separate 
dress over the top. The dress was finished off with some 
daisies sewn around the neckline found in Ros’s 
grandmother’s Webb’s sewing kit. Ros also wore her 
mother’s veil and hair combs. Ros married David Beck in 
2009 and they now reside in Kerang. 

Murrabit Hum and Strum Group 18 May 2022  
The 1870 Black Velvet Wedding Dress of Frances Murray 



MURRABIT PLAYGROUP 
We are so excited that settlement on the 
former Uniting Church property finally 
happened on Tuesday 26 April 2022.  
Purchasing this property has been a 
great achievement for our little 
community. Playgroup had almost half 
the funds required to support the Murrabit Advancement 
Association to purchase the property and some other 
community groups have assisted with the remaining funds. 
We had an ideas wall at our Grand Reopening last month. 
Lots of ideas were put forward and we look forward to kicking 
some of these ideas off soon. 
Some ideas put forward include: 
Creating a Toddler Gum 
• Children’s Yoga 
• Going on excursions such as to the Kyabram Fauna Park 

and Jumps Echuca. 
• Evening events such as a Movie Night and Pizza Night 
• Men’s Shed activity on a Sunday 
• Pop up Playgroup in the Lions Park 
• Music Days with ‘Hoppy’ 
• Creating a calendar of events 
• Rhyme Time and Story Time 
• A little library and toy library 
• Some fundraising events such as Sip and Paint Night, 

Lorraine Lea Linen Party 
• Ladies Pamper Night. 
We would love to know what would you like to see happen? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets in our Mother’s 
Day Raffle. The winner was Sandy Foweraker who won a 
lovely Handmade by Kara Jade Soy Wax Candle package. 
 
Playgroup will be helping out on the Recreation Reserve BBQ 
at the Murrabit Market on 4 June and needs 8-10 volunteers. 
Please let us know if you can assist. 
 
Our first playgroup session will be held on Tuesday 14 
June 2022, from 10am to 12noon. All are welcome - 
parents, carers, grandparents, aunties and uncles, or just 
friends! Come along and have a play and a chat about 
what you would like to see for Murrabit Playgroup so that 
we can put together a calendar of events that suits the 
needs of our families. 
 
LIKE our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
www.facebook.com/murrabitplaygroup 
Or contact: 
Codie Laursen President 0458 237 789 
Olivia Monk Secretary 0427 603 912 

ANZAC DAY TRANSITION 
As an older resident of Murrabit and one who has 
attended many, many ANZAC services in the local hall 
and at the Murrabit Cenotaph, I would like to 
congratulate all who were involved in this year's ANZAC 
service at Murrabit. 
A transition has been achieved from the older style of 
service to one more acceptable and appealing to the 
younger generation with the use of technology and a 
modern order of service. The local primary school 
students' involvement is continuing, which is great to see. 
Younger members of the Danson family were guest 
presenters. The family members spoke with pride of their 
Grandfather, Lew Danson, who served in the Middle East 
and World War 2. Lew was a highly respected member of 
the Murrabit community and a great contributor to the 
wider district. 
Congratulations to the Murrabit & District Lions Club on 
the care they provide to the Murrabit Cenotaph and for 
the community luncheon at the end of the ANZAC Day 
Service. 
At the luncheon, Mr Max Malloy was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation for his years of service in the 
organisation of the ANZAC services at Murrabit. The 
presentation was made by Mr Neil Hopkins, President of 
the Murrabit & District Lions Club.  
Dick Walters, Murrabit 

Pictured is President, Codie Laursen with the ideas wall 
at the Grand Re-Opening 

SUPPORT PLAYGROUP BY 
DONATING 
Did you know that you can help contribute to getting our 
little playgroup back up an running by providing a 
donation.  
After purchasing the property we have very little funds 
left so providing a donation will help make sure early 
childhood services remain at Murrabit.  
There are two ways you can help: 
Community members can become a Friend of Murrabit 
Playgroup. For just $50 you can join up and you will then 
receive a special certificate from our playgroup children 
and the funds will be used to fund a special project.  
You can also make a once off donation to help support 
us as we get restarted.  
Friends memberships and/or general donations can be 
made at: 
www.trybooking.com/au/donate/murrabitplaygroup  
via Direct Deposit: Murrabit Playgroup Inc. BSB 633-108, 
Account 119011351  
or send a cheque to Murrabit Playgroup Inc., C/- Post 
Office, Murrabit 3579 
A membership form is attached to this newsletter. 



 

DROUGHT SUPPORT 

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  
8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also 
available. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from 
the driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses 
whilst there. For more information, please call Public 
Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007. 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

Community owned and operated gift shop and visitor centre, 
Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of 
the Murrabit  Market Office 
Complex).  
Open Murrabit Market 
mornings 9am to 12:30pm 

Keep up to date by liking our 
Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/
murrabitpromotions 

ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS 
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 
INSURANCE & PRIVATE 
WORK 
ON FARM SERVICE 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON  
0419 530 876 
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579 

HON PETER WALSH MLA 
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF  

PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTING  
MURRAY PLAINS 

ELECTORATE 
496 High Street, ECHUCA 

    Phone: 5482 2039 or 
                    1300 467 906           
Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Please feel free to contact my office with any matters 
concerning the State Government or its departments. 

 

MURRABIT AND DISTRICT 
LIONS CLUB 
Our Club was busy recently with two 
markets, and the Anzac Day 
commemorations in April and then the 
May market. Murrabit Lions assisted with 

the Anzac Day service in the hall and at the Cenotaph.  
The Cenotaph, which is maintained by the Club 
members, was looking great for the service and the trees 
that we planted a couple of years ago are coming along 
well. After the service, the community were treated to a 
delicious lunch provided by our Club and our members 
excelled themselves with an amazing range of salads 
and desserts.  We raised over $350 in donations from 
the lunch which will be forwarded to the Barham/
Koondrook RSL. 
We have a couple of our members on the ‘sick list’ at the 
moment, but we are happy to report that both John 
Danson and Gerry O’Donoghue are doing well. We hope 
to see them back around the Club soon.  
Our Club in conjunction with the Murrabit Group School 
are looking forward to the Junior Public Speaking 
competition to be held soon. Students will present their 
prepared speeches at a Lions Club meeting in July. We 
wish them all good luck. 
Our Club has two meetings each month with a business 
meeting held on the second Tuesday of each month in 
our clubrooms at the Murrabit Golf Club and a dinner 
meeting on the fourth Tuesday of each month where we 
have a guest speaker. 
Our next dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 May 
at the Golf Club.  Our guest speaker will be Lion Barry & 
Barbara Higgins from the Echuca Lions Club speaking 
on the Lions Skin Cancer Bus which we hope will be 
coming to the Murrabit district soon. This talk should be 
interesting and is very timely after the Channel 7 
program with Deborah Hutton last Sunday night.   
Our Club is looking for local community groups to 
cater for our dinner meetings. We usually cater for 25 
– 30 people for a two course meal and this is a great 

opportunity for your group to make some extra 
money. If your group is interested, please contact 
Pattie McDonald on 0427570295. 

Murrabit and District Lions Club are always on the 
lookout for new members. If you are interested in 
becoming involved in our Lions Club and serving our 
community, please contact our membership Chairman 

Bill Hazen on 5457 2213 or our President Neil Hopkins 
on 0490 830 641. 

Murrabit Senior Citizens  
At last we get to start Seniors for 2022! 

Next Community Luncheon will be held on 

Wednesday 1st June 2022 at 12 

midday.  

A short meeting will be held after the 

luncheon. 

Please phone Evelyn Napier on 5457 

0280 by 30 May if you would like to 

attend.  

Knowing numbers helps with catering.  

https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions


MARKET CLEAN UP  ROSTER 2022 
June and July - Murrabit Men’s Shed  

August - Murrabit Playgroup 
September - Murrabit Men’s Shed  

 

MURRABIT NETBALL NEWS 
We are now 5 rounds into the season and our netballers are 
playing a great brand of netball despite injuries to key 
players and the dreaded COVID. 
After all senior grades swept past Nulawil last weekend we 
welcomed old foes Wandella to the Murrabit Rec Reserve 
last Saturday. 
Despite losing numerous players to injury and illness 
throughout the week, the quality and depth of our list was on 
full display with all senior grades wining and remaining 
undefeated  
While our Under 14s and 17s lost tight games, Coach Ang’s 
Under 12s continued their dominating start to the season 
despite having 3 of the older girls missing. 
A Grade Murrabit def Wandella 50 - 47 
B Grade Murrabit def Wandella 54 -23 
B Res Murrabit def Wandella 56 – 15 
U17’s Wandella def Murrabit 47 – 22 
U14’s Wandella def Murrabit 24 – 13 
U12’s Murrabit def Wandella 31 – 3 
After the game we enjoyed the Murrabit Ball which as 
always was a fantastic event. Big thanks to the social 
committee for their hard work organising the ball - it never 
fails to disappoint. 
Keep your eyes out for the next social function. 
This week sadly we are off to Quambatook for the last time. 
I would encourage everyone to get their and hang around 
after the game. 
Go Blues! 
Travis Collier - President 

MURRABIT FOOTY CLUB 
At home last week against Wandella. Both 
teams continued to face challenges of 
player availability and to the credit of the 
coaches across all grades, we were able 
to continue to field teams. We had the 
addition of 8 players back into the senior 

team however didn’t quite produce the results we were 
after! 
Our Fourths

  
have started the year strong and are sitting 

in third position on the ladder. Massive thanks to our 
award sponsors for the Fourths: Kerang Electronics, 
Toohey Farms, Riverside Farms, Lake Charm Salt and 
the Canteen.  
Our Thirds found out that with persistence and resilience 
it will all pay off. In their first win since 2019 our boys 
sung the song with plenty of gusto and there may have 
even been a few tears shed! Sam Copland once again 
continues to be named our best player on the ground. 
Sam pushes himself each week through the middle of 
the ground often unchanged. Our awards this year are 
provided by McKnight & Bray, Nethercote Farms, D&J 
Hein, John Morrow Socks and AB Building Construction. 
In our Senior grades we have been forced to share 
players and double up in some instances. Ryleigh 
Wilkinson debuted against Nullawil as a 14 year old, our 
youngest since Simon Morton and Nathan Henry. If 

Ryleigh plays as long as these two we will be writing 
about him in 2052! Our awards each week are donated 
by Greg Dickson Livestock, Kerang Car Wash, Royal 
Hotel Kerang and Mystic Park Hotel.  

A big thankyou to these businesses for supporting the 
club.  

MURRABIT GOLF—FIXTURE 
 
 

ACCESSIBLE DEFIBS AT 
MURRABIT 
Two 24/7 defib machines are located at 
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and 
the other at the Men’s Shed. These life 
saving machines are available in an 
emergency. Remember to always first 
call an Ambulance in an emergency by 
phoning Triple Zero (000). 

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank, from the 
bottom on our hearts, the beautiful, 
caring, supportive Murrabit 
community, especially the Lions 
Club, for their kind words, so much 
delicious food, flowers and cards on 
the sad, tragic loss of our beautiful 
husband, dad and pa, Bruce. 
We were so overwhelmed with your 
generosity.  
Thank you all so much. 
Mon Heritage and family xxoo 

MURRABIT HALL 
What a fantastic event the 
Murrabit Heritage Group’s 
Wedding exhibition was! It was a 
privilege to host the event and the 
Hall looked absolutely fantastic! 
Congratulations to Narelle, Faye 
and everyone concerned with the 

day – it was just brilliant! The Hall is a perfect venue for a 
wide range of functions – day or evening, and is extremely 
well-equipped. To hire the Hall or for more information, 
contact Marlene Laursen 5457 2291 or Neil Hopkins 0490 
830 641. Have a great month everyone! 
 
Can You Help? 
We are looking for someone to clean the Hall toilet block 
during June and July. It only takes 30-40 mins once a 
week and we will pay you as well! 



As a community market, ready to eat food is provided on 
the Market site by a variety of local groups. The Murrabit & 
District Lions Club run the food operation at the back of 
the Murrabit Public Hall - selling hot chips, egg and bacon 
sandwiches, drinks and their famous chicken burgers!  
In the Hall, our local primary school and netball club 
provide a range of food options plus hot and cold drinks. 
Under the main broadcast point, our local Recreation 
Reserve Committee of Management and sporting clubs 
run the BBQ selling sausages, hamburgers and steak 
sandwiches. Cold drinks are also 
available. 
All the money raised through the sale 
of ready to eat food by our 
community groups on the market site 
goes back into making our 
community a better place to live and 
visit! 
If you are new to Murrabit and would like to get involved, 
there is always lots of ways to participate. Give us a call 
on 5457 2205, or just turn up and you will be given a job! 

I wish to congratulate the Murrabit & 
District Heritage Group, the Ladies of 
Murrabit Art & Culture Group and the 
Murrabit Promotions Committee on the 
superb job they did on coordinating and 
hosting the recent Wedding Dress 
Exhibition. The dresses were displayed 
beautifully and the family photo 
groupings were very interesting to see 
the family likenesses. The young girls 
did a fabulous job modelling the gowns 
(how thin were some people!). The 
afternoon tea (wedding breakfast) was 
delicious. All in all a very lovely 
afternoon filled with nostalgia.  
Looking forward to the next event!  
Jeanette Coulter 

 

Pictured is the wedding dress worn by three generations of 
women from the same family. The dress was purchased for 
the wedding of Alma Wright to Ron Cole on 7 April 1956. The 

dress came by train and is still in its original box. Alma and 
Ron’s daughter, Jeanette wore the same 
dress when she married Gary Coulter in 
1976, and Gary and Jeanette’s daughter 
Meghan wore the same dress when she 

married Gerald Lyons in 2013. Also 
pictured is Jeanette and Gary’s 46 year 
old wedding cake that was displayed as 
part of the exhibition! 

Winner of the Lucky Door Prize at 
the Wedding Dress Exhibition was 
Shirley McDonald. Shirley won a 
bottle of perfume donated by 
Jeanette Coulter. 
It was fitting that Shirley took home 
the prize as she was a major 
contributor to the event providing 
many historic photos and four 
generations of family wedding 
dresses. 
Pictured is Shirley’s own wedding 
dress from 1975, her mother’s 
going away outfit 1954, her grandmother’s wedding dress 
from 1928, her daughter Leonie’s wedding dress and 
flowergirl dress from 2006. 

School News 
It’s been a great start for Term 2, 2022 with happy, fit and 
inquisitive learners at Murrabit Group School. Students 
have risen to the challenge of learning in a calm, 
consistent environment, and their work ethic, smiling faces 
and kindness are a pleasure to see across the school. 
Teachers have worked hard and created wonderful 
learning opportunities. We are halfway through the term 
already, wow!  
Friday 13 May, the Grade 6 students attended the GRIP 
Leadership Conference in Bendigo. An early start but lots 
of fun learning, connecting with others and lots of skills to 
help implement positive change in the school. The GRIP 
Leadership Conference combined presentations, 
interactive activities, discussions, leadership games and 
entertainment to assist students to think about themselves 
and their leadership role within their school community. 
Grade six transitions to high school have also 
commenced. 

We recently celebrated the senior classes varied and 
amazing Genius Hour Inquiry projects. It was wonderful to 
invite visitors back to the school to share the students 
learning and exhibitions. Many hours of research and 
presentation went into each students’ unique wonderings. 
They shared their understandings exceptionally well with 
the young to more experienced and learnt a lot in the 
process. 
NAPLAN is completed for another year. The six students 
that participated did really well. NAPLAN forms one type 
of assessment for the year groups, that helps develop a 
picture of how each individual is progressing along with 
the many other forms of assessment the school uses.  
On Tuesday 18 May many students under the guidance of 
Sue Hird progressed to the Swan Hill Cross Country. Our 
amazing students did exceptionally well with determination 
and grace and several progressed to the next level.  
Education Week commences on Monday 23 May to 
Friday. We welcome visitors to the school on two days to 
join in and observe the exceptional learning opportunities 
at Murrabit Group School. On Wednesday 25 May we 
welcome potential families and Preps for 2023 to join us 
on a school tour 10-11am and join in on the simultaneous 
book reading around the campfire (if the weather allows). 
The book we will be reading this year is ‘Family Tree’ by 
Josh Pike and Ronojoy Ghosh. Followed by a cuppa and 
a chat. On Friday 27 May we welcome all parents, carers, 
and the wider community into the school for an open 
session from 9-11, followed by morning tea. 
The Parents & Friends Group have kicked off their Pie 
Drive Fundraiser, with pies from Bridgewater Bakery. 
Orders taken up until 20 June with delivery the first week 
of Term 3. Contact the school for order forms. 
 
Gaby Hogg, Acting Principal 



ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  
  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387    NSW - 238436C 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

                                              
 

               Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, 
Gates, Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, 
Pet food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,  

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading  
 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 
5457 0304   

Mb. 041 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

 

For enquiries phone Colin: 0407 865 276  

or Cathy: 0427 683 428. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Fully automated garden watering systems and 

repairs 

• Swimming pool maintenance 

• Small engine and pump repairs 

• Home maintenance 

• General odd jobs 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988  
 
Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 



HISTORICAL SNIPPET 
This is the story told at the Wedding Dress Exhibition: 
It is a story about a 16-year-old girl who lived in Hay, 
about 200 kms northeast of Murrabit 
This young girl’s name was Frances Park. 
It was 152 years ago…in 1870.. 
At the same time there was a man. 
The man was 30 year old James Murray (or more 
commonly known as Jim).  
Jim was born in Ireland in 1840 and at 15 ran away to sea 
on the ship called the ‘Phoebe’. He arrived in Australia in 
1863 at Port Melbourne, where he deserted shop by 
sliding down the anchor chain and hiding at the home of 
his cousin.. 
Born in 1854, Frances arrived in Australia from London in 
1857 with her parents as a three year old child. 
Both Frances and her family, and Jim Murray found 
themselves living in and around the Hay area. 
Our history books record that even though her daughter 
was only 16 years of age, Frances’s mother begged Jim 
Murray to marry her daughter and take her away. 
And so in 1870 Frances Park married Jim Murray. 
The address given was “Roto”, north west of Hillston. 
Jim’s occupation was recorded as ‘labourer’. 
The 152 year old black velvet wedding dress, complete 
with hat, bustle and handbag, was displayed as part of the 
Wedding Dress Exhibition. 
Frances and Jim wandered around across the country for 
the next 10 or so years and arrived in Murrabit early 
1880s. They had 11 children and eventually settled on the 
Loddon River at Murrabit West. Frances became the local 
‘midwife’ around Murrabit helping out the many new 
settler women across the district. Having 11 children 
herself, she sure was experienced…. 
Two of Frances and Jim’s children are very familiar. 
A son, Herbert Clyde Murray, born in 1889. Herbert 
married Nell Begelhole and had three children, including 
Stuart Murray, with the family still farming on the family 
farm at Murrabit West. 
Frances and Jim also had a daughter named ‘Phoebe’, 
after the ship Jim sailed upon many years prior. Phoebe 
was born in 1887 and later married twice. 
There were two children from her first marriage, Rose, 
and Olive Gifford. Rose married Les Pay. Olive, or ‘Ollie’ 
married Percy Edward Augustus Browning, known around 
Murrabit as ‘Eddie’.  
Phoebe’s second marriage was to Myles Reilly. Phoebe 
and Myles had four children, Frances, Patrick, Kathleen 
and Netta. Phoebe’s parents, the Murrays, had 
established a butchery business locally and Phoebe and 
Myles went on to establish a Butcher’s Shop and Abattoir 
at Murrabit. As Myles had lost an eye cutting up the 
brisket of a lamb, he decided an assistant was needed 
and Eddie Browning of Bendigo answered the call. He 

was met at the Kerang Railway 
Station by Phoebe’s daughter 
Olive and love blossomed. Olive 
and Eddie Browning married in 
1925 and eventually took over 
the Butcher’s Shop at Murrabit 
and hence the name ‘Browning 
Avenue’. 
Eddie and Ollie Browning had 
two girls, Shirley and Faye.  
Thanks to daughter, Jacqui 
Jenkins, the wedding dress worn 
by her mother, Shirley Browning 

on her marriage to Jack Vistarini in 1949 was also 
displayed as part of the Wedding Dress Exhibition 
(pictured), along with a range of wedding memorabilia and 
original telegrams. 

"Friends Of Murrabit Playgroup” 
In the past Murrabit Playgroup ran a “Friends of 
Murrabit Playgroup” program where members of our 
wonderful community showed their support for early 
childhood services in Murrabit through a small donation. 
Due to this support, we were able to provide a vital 
service to young families of Murrabit through play, fun 
and education. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have 
been unable to run this program for the last couple of 
years, but are now re-starting!   
 
Some past Friends of Murrabit Playgroup projects 
include:  
Outdoor landscaping, shade trees, outdoor chairs, 
fridge, couches, shade sails, painting, watering system, 
kitchen bench, oven, bike track, carpet, blinds, vacuum 
cleaner, toys, bikes, and equipment.   
 
For this year, we have many projects in mind, with one 
being to establish a toddler gym along with some much 
needed building/grounds maintenance. 
 
We know that with your support Murrabit Playgroup can 
flourish once again. Should you like to support future 
playgroup projects by becoming a “Friend of Murrabit 
Playgroup” please donate $50 with this form or go online 
through this try booking link www.trybooking.com/au/
donate/murrabitplaygroup Please feel free to donate a 
higher amount if you would like to provide additional 
support. Your contribution will be very much 
appreciated. 
 

——————————————- 
YES, I would like to become a "Friend of Murrabit 
Playgroup". 
 
NAME:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………….………… 
 
STATE: ………………… POSTCODE: ……………………. 
 
PHONE: ……………………………………………………………… 
 
EMAIL: ……………………………………………………………… 
 

 Please find enclosed a cheque (payable to Murrabit 
Playgroup) 

 

 Please find enclosed cash (in person) 
 

 I have credited by internet banking to Murrabit 
Playgroup Inc.  BSB: 633 000 Account: 119011351  
(please use your name as a reference) 
 
 
Please post this form to: Oliva Monk, Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Murrabit Playgroup Inc, 63 Gonn Road, 
Murrabit Vic 3579 

 

Thank you so much for your support 
 

 

http://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/murrabitplaygroup
http://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/murrabitplaygroup

