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Murrabit Community News

Good to be back to some form of normal. The November
Murrabit Market was a great success with 122 stallholders
and plenty of customers. It was also the market’s 44th
anniversary with many people travelling back to Murrabit
to enjoy reminiscing about the market’s long term history.
The Remembrance Day Service was held on 11
November. It is always good that the Murrabit School
children have the opportunity to take part in the service at
the cenotaph.
The December market is coming together nicely and will
provide a shopping experience prior to Christmas. The
Murrabit Market continues as a significant fundraiser for
our community. If you take a look around our little town
most of what you see is funded through the market. If you
are new to town and would like to be involved, we would
love to hear from you!
We continue on with a special feature on the Murrabit
Group School in this edition as we commemorate the 50th
Anniversary. We know that many enjoy reading about the
interesting history of the small schools that were once
dotted right across our district.
The stormwater project is progressing and it’s great news
that another $400,000 in funding has been secured by
Gannawarra Shire Council to enable stage 5 and 6 to be
completed. Stages 1-4 are part of the current project.
An application titled Connecting Spaces and Places Murrabit has recently been submitted to the FRRR Future
Drought Fund for a landscaping project on the south east
side of the hall. This will enable our outdoor event space
to be expanded and the heritage trail restored. A funding
announcement is due in February 2022 and we will keep
our fingers crossed that this project valued at $47,208 is
successful!
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Murrabit Group School (No. 3859)
The Murrabit Group School is an integral part of our
town and as a community we acknowledge the 50th
Anniversary in 2021. For early history on the Murrabit
School and the three schools that came together to form
the Murrabit Group School, please refer to Special
Feature 1 in the October newsletter.
The three district schools that closed were Benjeroop
East, Murrabit West and Gonn Crossing.
Murrabit combined school sports were held as far back
as 1932. The sports were held in conjunction with the
swimming championship for which Mr Percy Bryer
donated two gold medals each year. The Bryer medal
pictured was won by Bill Laursen and dated 1935.
Murrabit School had two teams in the sports and the
other schools - Myall, Capels Crossing and Murrabit
West one team each.
The combined swimming sports
event was promoted as a ‘gala’
occasion. After the sports the
children had drinks and ice cream
– a treat in those days – and the
day ended with a picnic. From
1939 Gonn Crossing team took
part in the sports and in 1940
Capel’s Crossing School closed.
Here’s what the Murrabit school
looked like around that time.

Murrabit School 1936
In the early days the sports were held just downstream
of the bridge where the river was roped off and two
boats ensured the safety of children. Later the sports
took place at Gonn Crossing in an irrigation channel.

MURRABIT MEN’S SHED

Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm on a Sunday.
The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions
Park at 9am on Friday 3 December.
Membership for the 2021/22 financial year is now due.
Cost is $35 per year to cover insurance costs and can be
paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday.
As required by law, all attendees at the Men’s Shed are to
be double vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid
medical exemption in place.
Contact Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 0418 577 238
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed.

ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS

REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
INSURANCE & PRIVATE WORK
ON FARM SERVICE
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON
0419 530 876
89 Marne Street, Kerang Vic 3579
Email: anthonyrobbo.99@gmail.com

Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates,
Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet
food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,

HON PETER WALSH MLA
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT REPRESENTING
MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE
496 High Street, ECHUCA
Phone: 5482 2039 or
1300 467 906
Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au
Please feel free to contact my office with any matters concerning the State Government or its departments.
Funded from Parliamentary Budget

Mosquito Control

Mosquitoes have been a bit friendly lately! Mosquitoes breed in
still water and their lifecycle is 5-7 days. To control mosquitoes
around your house, make sure rainwater tanks are fully sealed
(a cup of cooking oil into tanks will kill the larvae), swimming
pools maintained, any water containers - pot plant trays, dog
bowls, bird baths etc - are emptied every week. Cutting long
grass, cleaning spoutings and having a general tidy up makes a
big difference. A small amount of kerosene will kill larvae in
stagnant water that can’t be removed and adult mosquitoes
don’t move far from where they breed so where you notice large
numbers of adults, spray them with fly/insect spray. Some
surface spray around doors and windows can also make a
difference. More info from Beat the Bite - Better Health Channel

KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month
Timetable, Bus stops & Fares
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station 8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD
2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service
One-way, part way and non-concession fares are also
available. No bookings necessary. Tickets available from
the driver and allow for free transport on Echuca buses
whilst there. For more information, please call Public
Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007.

Irrigation & much, much more.

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading
Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com

TA & DL

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing)

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310
Licence No. VIC - 37387 NSW - 238436C

Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING
Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping
Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875







Fully automated garden watering systems and
repairs
Swimming pool maintenance
Small engine and pump repairs
Home maintenance
General odd jobs

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
Greg Maher
20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
Ph: 5457 2293 Mob: 0408 500 988
Licence no: VIC - 12893 NSW - 215064C

MURRABIT HALL

The Hall is seeing regular use
again as restrictions have
continued to ease. Each week
we have Yoga classes
(Monday & Wednesday) and
Line Dancing (Thursdays).
We’ve had a new group, Hum
and Strum, start up in the Hall each Wed at 2pm for
people who like to play, sing or hum along to some
catchy tunes (no experience or high-level expertise
required – just interest and enthusiasm).
We have a Paul Oswin Watercolour Workshop being
held at the Hall on Sunday 28 November while
Community meals will start up again on 15 December.
Our Hall is available for hire. It is an extremely wellequipped facility and is a terrific venue for a wide range
of functions and activities.
To hire the Hall or for more information, contact Marlene
Laursen on 5457 2291 or Neil Hopkins 0490 830 641.

Murrabit Seniors
New people very welcome

Contact Evelyn Napier 5457 0280.
Next Community Meal at the Hall is on
15 December. All attending must be
fully vaccinated for COVID-19 and have
a valid vaccination certificate (or valid
medical exemption).
Bookings to Gannawarra Shire Community Care
Ph: 5450 9333

Weekly Yoga in Murrabit

Yes! Yoga IS ON – come and try it!

Sessions are suitable for EVERY body!
With Robyn: Gentle Yoga Monday 9am
(Murrabit Golf Club), General Yoga Monday
6pm (Murrabit Hall)
With Neil: Men’s Yoga
Wed. at 6:30pm (Murrabit
Hall)
Phone Neil 0490 830 641
or Robyn 0427 517 236
Accredited Yoga Instructors
Bring blanket, cushion, water and yoga mat

“Busy Bees of Murrabit”

Community owned and operated gift shop and visitor centre,
Gonn Avenue, Murrabit (part of the Murrabit Market
Office Complex). Note that the law now requires COVID-19
vaccination certificate, or valid medical
exemption to be shown on entry.
Currently open Murrabit Market
mornings 9am to 12:30pm
Other times by appointment
by phoning 5457 2205
Keep up to date by liking our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/

ACCESSIBLE DEFIBS AT
MURRABIT

Two 24/7 defib machines are located at
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and
the other at the Men’s Shed. These life
saving machines are available in an
emergency. Remember to always first
call an Ambulance in an emergency by
phoning Triple Zero (000).

MURRABIT & DISTRICT HERITAGE GROUP

Upcoming meetings: Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 30 November 2021 and at the Murrabit Market
Office.
COVID-19 vaccination (or valid medical exemption)
required to attend as required by Victorian Government.
A supper follows each meeting and general finishing time
is 9:15pm.
Contacts: President Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029
Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264

SCOTT MCNEIL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579

5457 0304
Mb. 041 561 126

Licence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C

CR & CA Thompson
Fencing Contractors
Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.
(03) 5457-2225

The Murrabit Cricket Club has reformed after a 10 year
break! Great win against Kerang in their first match Murrabit 9/282 - Kerang 174.
Team: Tim Millard, Nathan Henry, Neil Teasdale, Blake
Watts, Brent McKnight, Tom Hetherington, Simon Kelly,
Brayden Turvey, Tyson Goggin, Darcy Hetherington,
Archer McKnight, Zeb Hein.

From front page...Schools were usually situated approx.
six miles (9.66kms) apart along main roads, with this
distance being viewed as being accessible for small
children in the days prior to motor vehicles! Children got
to school however they could - by foot, horse or pony,
bike and with some families on the other side of the
Murray River - children also boated across. When the
punt was installed at Gonn Crossing, children could cross
via horse and buggy. When the bridge was opened in
1926, children got to school that way, sometimes catching
the train across! On a number of occasions district people
made representations to the Minister for Education to
have a consolidated school established at Murrabit. This
was successful in 1969. In that year, Mr Kevin Parker the
head teacher of Murrabit West School made a further
attempt. A steering committee was appointed at a public
meeting and a ballot of parents with children attending
Murrabit West, Gonn Crossing and Benjeroop East voted
91% in favour of closing, with Myall voting to remain as it
was. A tender for the construction of two additional
classrooms, a storeroom and an office at Murrabit was
accepted at a cost of $14,500. Construction was
completed in 1970.The Murrabit Group School as we
know it today opened on 3 February 1971 with 115 pupils
and 5 teachers - Mr Stuart Robertson (Principal), Mr
Kevin Waters, Mrs P. Frankish, Mrs J Hornweg and Miss
M Lightfoot. A few weeks later Miss A White was also
appointed.
Principal Stuart Robertson told the students at the first
assembly of the new group school that “It is up to you to
do your part to make it a good school. If you work hard
and play hard it will be a great reward for the work your
parents have put into giving us something we can be
proud of”.
In 1973, the parents joined together to raise $3000 - their
share of the money required to build a library/general
purpose room. A new oval was also constructed.

1971 Murrabit
Group School
Grade 3 and 4
Back row left to
right: Techer: Kevin
Waters, Peter
McNeil, Rodney
Caldwell, Lesley
Bennett, Jeffrey
Lane, ? Anderson,
Geoffrey McNeil,
Greg Morison,
Lindsay Matthews.
Middle row: Brenda Knox, Julie Booth, Jenny Morton, Lisa
Parkes, Wendy Chandler, Kaye Ritchie, Tracey Wilson, Diana
Robertson.
Seated: David Laursen, Brian Parkinson, Daryl McNeil, ? Barry,
Heffer?, Mandy Millar, Kerrie Hickey, Cathy Steains, Anita or
Catherine Frankish.
Front: Jill Monk, Judy Robertson.
Murrabit Group School 1971 Grades 5 and 6
Back row left to right: Kerryn Parkinson (6), Catherine Walters
(6), Joanne Matthews (6), Elizabeth Walters (5), Merrily
Frankish (5), Teacher Anne White.
Middle row: Michael Stanton (5), Stephen Woodier (5), Stephen
Monk (6), Barry Ritchie (6), Martin Drummond (6), Brett Parkes
(6), Trevor
Humphry (6),
Front row: Kaye
Heffer (5),
Colleen Schultz
(5), Judith
Findlay (6),
Robert Findlay
(5), Rodney
Brunning (5),
Ricky Purton (5).
Absent: Greg
Gurnett and
Teresa Knox

Murrabit Football and Netball
Presentation Day

The season will officially conclude with
a Christmas Party and Presentation
Day at Lake Charm Yacht Club on
Sunday 28 November to present our
award recipients with their trophies and
wrap the season up officially.

NEWSLETTER DETAILS
To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the
MAA Office by

THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER 2021
Information can be emailed to
murrabit1@bigpond.com

delivered or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free.
Advertise from $10.
To add your contact details to our newsletter email
list simply send an email to the address above.
Family violence is a significant issue in Gannawarra Shire
with incidents more than double the state-wide rate. In the
majority of cases, women and children are the victims.
The Gannawarra Goes Orange Campaign is held annually
between 25 November and 10 December as part of the UN
Women’s 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based
Violence. Gannawarra Shire Council, Northern District
Community Health, VicPolice and other local health and
community service organisations work together on the
campaign. The campaign calls out any form of violence
across our communities, seeks to educate the community
on the key drivers of family violence - disrespect and gender
inequality, aims to increase the community’s capacity to ‘call
it out’, and to provide information on services to support
victims of family violence. No form of violence is acceptable.
If you or anyone you know if experiencing family violence
phone 1800 RESPECT on 1800 737 732.
Further information on the 2021 campaign, including access
to free online workshops, is available from:
Gannawarra Goes Orange - Gannawarra Shire Council

Murrabit Fire Brigade

We are now in to the 2021-22 Fire Season and that means
no fires are permitted in the open without a permit.
With the rain we have been having there is a lot of
uncontrolled grass growth on our roadsides and through
the bush. There are also some fantastic crops around the
edges of our brigade area, and this all adds to a growing
concern regarding fires
Over the past few years Murrabit Brigade has been lucky
not to experience anything too drastic and have managed
to successfully address any situations at the time of call.
This has been done due to the commitment of the
volunteers dropping everything without notice to help the
people in our community and further away when needed.
The issue of concern that has been growing now for many
years is that our brigade has 43 members of which I’d class
15 that are active fire fighters. Of this 15 there is possibly
only 3 or 4 around the town during the week to man the
tanker between 6am and 6pm. These members do a great
job and have never let us down, but age is not our side and
firefighting is, a physical chore.
So, I am pleading, if you are young and fit and live in the
Murrabit, Myall, Benjeroop or across the river please join
our brigade.
I also ask that those who are members and haven’t been
active for some time it is time to get back and brush up on
those skills.
If you feel you no longer are able to commit to the brigade’s
needs for whatever reason, please let me know so I can
amend our brigade membership list.
Unfortunately, COVID has played havoc with some plans
we had to recognise volunteers who have reached great
milestones and, They are:
50 years’ service to the CFA
Jack Challis, Jim Danson, John Danson, Bill Hazen, Greg
Henry, Vince Maher,
60 Years’ Service to the CFA
Gordon Yard
Thanks for such a great effort in committing to your
brigade, community and the whole of CFA . We hope soon
to get together to celebrate these great achievements of
true commitment.
Stay safe this summer and may it be a fire free summer.
Remember Dial 000 in an emergency
If you see fire (not just smoke) that is unattended and looks
out of control again Dial 000
Peter Laursen
Captain, Murrabit Fire Brigade
School Paver and Stubby Holders

You can still order a commemorative paver to mark the
50th Anniversary of Murrabit Group School. If you would
like an order form, please contact Judi at the Murrabit
Group School Ph: 5457 2284 for it to be sent or emailed to
you. Copies of order forms are also available from the
Murrabit website: www.murrabit.com.au
Murrabit Group School 50th Anniversary Stubby Holders
have arrived (just in time for Christmas) and will be
available for sale for $9 each at the December Murrabit
Market and from Busy Bees of
Murrabit. Only 100 available so be
quick to avoid disappointment. If
you live away from Murrabit, or
would like to pre-order, please
send
an
email
to
murrabit1@bigpond.com and we
will keep one (or more) for you.
Can be posted for those willing to
pay a bit extra to cover postage.

Murrabit Tennis News

The 2021/22 tennis season has started and it has been
fantastic to get out on the court. The best thing about
tennis is being able to reconnect with friends and catch
up with the other teams after so many lockdown and
restrictions.
Our numbers have dropped off a bit this year but we are
pleased to be able to enter a Division 1 and Division 2
senior team in the competition. We also have a big team
of juniors, most playing their first season.
After the first 2 rounds, Division 1 have had a couple of
nice little wins and happy to be sitting on top of the
ladder. Division 2 have had some very tough weeks, with
wins still to come. Our little junior team are so thrilled to
be playing and are enjoying every minute of their tennis.
They have won a few sets, a great effort against much
more experienced opposition teams.
Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club was extremely lucky to be
selected by Tennis Victoria to be part of the Australian
Open Trophy Tour. The 2 magnificent cups visited us
Wednesday afternoon and all those in attendance were
amazed by the size and beauty of the trophies.
It was a great opportunity for our club members, school
students and community to see them up close and
personal. The school kids had plenty of questions and
Tennis Vic representatives, Peter and Alex, were pleased
to answer and tell us all the stories of the cups.
Made from silver and gold they are worth $90,000 each
and for Belle and Xavier who were lucky to hold them, we
hear they are very heavy.
Thank you to all those who came down to the club to take
part in what was a terrific experience.

DROUGHT SUPPORT

Our very popular junior coaching programs are
underway, with lots of kids learning the skills of tennis
and having fun. Hotshots for ages 3 and up and Tennis
4 Teens for those a bit older. Thanks to Sally, Simon,
Sara and the Committee members for running this
program. For details contact Ang Morton 0408 313 257.
Each Thursday night after the junior coaching we have
social tennis for anyone wishing to participate. A great
opportunity to come down on a summer’s night for a bit
of exercise and (much needed) socialising.
s of Goodies at Buy B
The club wish to express our thanks to the
Commonwealth Bank for their kind donation to the club.
We received a $500 cheque from Kerang branch
representatives Tarryn, Sally and Alison, as part of their
Community Support Program. We will be able to put
this towards some new nets and other equipment.

Saturday 4 Dec 2021

LIVE MUSIC - NOEL PEARSON
GREAT SHOPPING & FOOD
First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine!
MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 2021
December Market—Murrabit Tennis Club

8.30am—12.30pm

Ph: 5457 2205

