
Community News Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

    Murrabit Community News 

Lots of cancellations since our last newsletter with all the 
wonderful events planned either being postponed or 
cancelled. This includes the cancellation of the football 
and netball Grand Final that was to be held at Murrabit, 
postponement of the Paul Oswin Arts Workshop and the 
50th Anniversary of the Murrabit Group School. The 
National RACV Car Rally scheduled for October has sadly 
been cancelled. The smaller community events will go 
ahead at a later date. 
 
After two month off due to lockdowns, the Murrabit Market 
will kick off again on Saturday 2 October for stallholders 
from non lockdown areas of regional Victoria and the 
NSW border bubble. Our community groups are looking 
forward to being back on the market site to once again 
provide our locals and visitors with a shopping experience. 
Live music by Jimmy Johnson. No dancing allowed still 
but it will be good to hear Jimmy’s music across our little 
town once again.. 
 
We hope that COVID restrictions are nearing an end with 
lots of locals stepping up and getting vaccinated. If you 
haven’t already done so, please make an appointment a 
local health providers providing COVID-19 immunisations. 
That way we can all get back to enjoying life - hopefully 
before Christmas! 
 
Great to see a little bit of extra colour added to our little 
town over the last lockdown with local artist, Paul Oswin 
painting ‘Eric the Eagle’ on the wall of the toilet block. Eric 
is bright and vibrant; just want we all need at this time! 

There are two more murals to complete the current project 
and both will be on the market site. 

P.O. Box 3, Murrabit 3579              Phone: 03 5457 2205  
Website: www.murrabit.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whats-on-in-murrabit 

Murrabit Advancement Association Inc.   
Email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

Saturday  
2 October 2021 

LIVE MUSIC, SHOPPING & FOOD 

8.30am—12.30pm         Ph: 5457 2205 

First Saturday of Every Month, rain, hail or shine! 

Get the News Early 
Did you know you can receive the Murrabit  
newsletter via email? 
To add your email to the list, simply send an email to 
murrabit1@bigpond.com. 

A contribution from Gannawarra Shire Council is 
assisting with the printing and distribution costs of the 
Murrabit community newsletter. This is helping to ensure 
that you receive your local newsletter each month! 
A contribution has also been received to support a 
community event when restrictions allow. 
This is part of the re-
Connect with your 
Gannawarra project; an 
initiative funded through 
the Victorian Government’s 
Community Activation and 
Social Isolation Initiative 
and Drought (Mental 
Health) Package, and 
supported by the 
Gannawarra Community Resilience Committee.  

mailto:murrabit1@bigpond.com


KERANG TO ECHUCA BUS SERVICE 
1st Tuesday & 3rd Friday of each month 

Timetable, Bus stops & Fares 
8am - Departs Kerang Railway Station -  

8.25am - Departs Murrabit Hall  
8.45am - Departs Koondrook Hall (side)  
9.05am - Departs Cohuna Hall (rear)   
10.15am - Arrives Echuca CBD 

2pm - Departs Echuca CBD for the return service 

One-way, Part way & non-concession fares are also available. No book-
ings are necessary.  Tickets are available from the driver & allow for free 
transport on Echuca buses whilst there.  
For more information, please call Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800 007 

ROBBO’S MOBILE WINDSCREENS 
REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 
INSURANCE & PRIVATE 
WORK 
ON FARM SERVICE 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PH: ANTHONY ROBERTSON 
                 0419 530 876 

MURRABIT MEN’S SHED 
 
We are back up and running again. 
 
Men’s Shed is held 1:30pm to 4pm on a Sunday. 
 
The Men’s Shed sets up for each Murrabit Market - all 
welcome to come along and help out - meet at the Lions 
Park at 9am on Friday 1 October. 
 
Membership for the 2021/22 financial year is now due. 
Cost is $35 per year to cover insurance costs and can be 
paid by dropping into the ‘shed’ on a Sunday. 
 
Note: Annual General Meeting: Sunday 3 October 
2021 commencing at 1:30pm. 
 
Enquiries to Stephen O’Donoghue, Secretary 
Phone: 0418 577 238. 
Facebook - Murrabit Men’s Shed. 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 

Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  
  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387    NSW - 238436C 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

                                              
                Your CRT “Local Bloke” 

 
                    

 Stock feeds, Hardware, Plumbing, Seed, Fertiliser, Gates, 

Fencing, Elgas, Chemicals, Hay & Silage, Fuel, Oils, Pet 

food, Clothing, Gardening, Animal health, Dairy needs,  

Irrigation & much, much more. 

Good Ol’ Murrabit Trading  
 

Ph.5457 2235 www.murrabittrading.com 
 

Free BBQ Lunch 
 

Murrabit Men’s Shed 

Sunday 31 October @ 12:30pm 

Part of Seniors Festival 

All Welcome 
This is part of the re-Connect with your Gannawarra 

project; an initiative funded through the Victorian 

Government’s Community Activation 

and Social Isolation Initiative and 

Drought (Mental Health) Package, 

and supported by the Gannawarra 

Community Resilience Committee.  

Little Street Libraries being made at the  
Murrabit Men’s Shed 

School Paver Project 
If you would like an order form,  

please contact Judi at the Murrabit Group School  
Ph: 5457 2284 or email 

judith.ficken@education.vic.gov.au for it to 
be sent or emailed to you. Copies also available on the 

Murrabit website: www. murrabit.com.au 
Please share this with friends and family. 



Murrabit Seniors 
 

Meet every fortnight - Wednesdays 1pm 
Social Meals also at the  

Murrabit Hall  
20 October 2021, 12 noon 
New people very welcome 

Contact Evelyn Napier 5457 0280 
or Gannawarra Shire Community Care 

Team on Ph: 5450 9333 
 

Weekly sessions are 9:30am to 
11am on a Tuesday. Anyone is 
welcome. Please bring along a 
piece of fruit to share. 
Codie Laursen President 
Olivia Monk Secretary  
https://www.facebook.com/
murrabitplaygroup 

MURRABIT PUBLIC HALL 
The Hall is extremely well equipped 
and is a terrific venue for a wide 
range of functions and activities. 
To hire the hall or for more 
information, contact: 

Marlene Laursen on 5457 2291 or 
Neil Hopkins 0490 830 641. 

Watson Winkley Clan Muster 6-10 June 2002 
By Graham Cockroft 
 
My grandparents on my mother’s side were early settlers 
“in the Murrabit”. James Henry and Lydia Winkley 
(Longmore) married at Geringhap near Geelong in 1864. 
They had seven children, five of whom married Watsons. 
James, who had a successful business carting supplies 
to the goldfields at Bendigo later settled on a farm at 
Geringhap, near Geelong.  
 
About 1877 James purchased 310 acres at Murrabit 
(“Sunnyside”), which was sold to Millars in 1907 when 
James and son Harry took up land at Temora. About 18-
20 acres was also purchased for his stepbrother John 
Atkin at Myall on reserve land now owned by Troy & 
Donna Thomson, which was opened up in the 1880’s 
under the village settlement scheme. James Henry was 
a Councillor in the Kerang Shire, a Trustee of the Kerang 
Showgrounds, Commissioner of the Koondrook-Myall 
Irrigation Trust, a deacon of the Koondrook Baptist 
Church and in other community roles. 
 
William Watson and Margaret Bruce married in Airth, 
Stirling in Scotland in 1853 and sailed to Australia with a 
small party of young people in the “Favourite”, bringing 
quartz-crushing equipment which was set up at Golden 
Square on land now the football oval. They left the 
goldfields in 1876 and settled on “The Plain”, “in the 
Murrabit”. They had sixteen children, though sadly only 
six sons and three daughters lived beyond infancy.   
 
In 1882 the Murrabit school was built two miles from their 
home which the younger Watson children attended. It 
was the centre of school, community, church and social 
life of the district. William was instrumental in supporting 
an enquiry into dummying, which forced many acres of 
land back to the Crown which enabled him and others to 
purchase land for the next generation. 
 
In 1882 land was purchased at Myall (160 acres) in the 
name of Annie Watson. Annie was the eldest daughter 
who never married and was a support to family members 
in times of special need. She purchased Beehive stores 
in Koondrook from Mrs Grigg in 1907, which store had 
anything from “a needle to an anchor”. 
 
John Watson married Anne Jane Winkley in 1900. They 
lived at “Thistledown”, in what is now called Watson 
Road at Myall. The farm was continued on after their 
deaths by their son Cliff Watson who lived with his sister 
Ethel until she died in 1970. Dorothy married Frank 
Cockroft in 1938 and lived on the Cockroft farm at Myall 
until retiring into Kerang in 1976.  
 
Cameron and Jessica Cockroft have now restored the 
family home in Watson Road and reside on the farm. 
John and Anne also bought the land adjacent to “The 
Plain” from Michael O’Donoghue in 1919 which is owned 
by Jon Cockroft and utilised by the Cockroft Partnership. 

 
More snippets of the family history have been recorded 
in “Murrabit Our Murrabit” by Jill Sutherland. It is good to 
re-visit and revise the family stories. 
 
 
Graham Cockroft 

MURRABIT & DISTRICT HERITAGE GROUP 
Next meeting : Tuesday 25 October 2021, 7:30pm at 
the Murrabit Market Office.  
Everyone with an interest in local history is more than 
welcome to attend.  
A delicious supper follows each meeting and general 
finishing time is 9:15pm. 
Contacts: President Neil Hopkins 0439 970 029 
Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264 
or email: murrabit1@bigpond.com 

Myall Tennis Courts 1920s.  
Note the cars lined up around the fence line. 

ACCESSIBLE DEFIBS AT 
MURRABIT 
Two 24/7 defib machines are located at 
Murrabit - one at the Murrabit Hall and 
the other at the Men’s Shed. These life 
saving machines are available in an 
emergency. Remember to always first 
call an Ambulance in an emergency by 
phoning Triple Zero (000). 

https://www.facebook.com/murrabitplaygroup
https://www.facebook.com/murrabitplaygroup


Murrabit Group School 

Like everybody, Covid has impacted our school 
significantly during the last month with Remote Learning 
taking place. Students, parents and staff have shown 
remarkable patience, diligence, hard work and 
perseverance during this time to ensure that the students 
have continued their learning programs. Students enjoyed 
different activities set by their classroom teachers with 
many participating in the Whole School Footy Colours Day 
on the last day of term via webex.  
 
It was great to have the P-2 students back at school for a 
few days and we wait for further announcements to see 
what Term 4 brings. 
 
Two camps were cancelled because of COVID 
restrictions, they being Pioneer Settlement and Canberra. 
However we thank the general community for their 
support fundraising by the collection of cans. It is hoped 
that the Grade 5/6 students will be able to spend the 
money raised on an excursion later in the year. 
 
Murrabit Group School continues to improve its facilities, 
with the chook shed nearing completion.  Another task 
that will be undertaken soon is the installation of a school 
flag pole near the assembly area. This has been made 
possible through a generous donation from the Murrabit 
Lions Club who we thank for their support. 
 
Unfortunately the 50

th
 School Reunion, which was to take 

place on the 3
rd

 October, has had to be cancelled for 2021 
due to Covid restrictions. This was commemorating 50 
years since Gonn Crossing, Murrabit West, Murrabit and 
Benjeroop East came together to form Murrabit Group 
School. The school council will revisit the idea in 2022.   
 
However pavers are still being sold to mark the occasion 
and can be purchased from the school. Ph 5457 2284. 
 
The school continues to upgrade our ICT, with the 
installation of a new server system and the purchase of 14 
computers.  These are ensuring that all our students have 
the best ICT available to engage them in the classroom 
and learn skills to equip them for today’s society. 
 
Our Parents and Friends Club have continued to be busy 
during the last month. They organised Father’s Day gifts 
for each child to give to their dad. This was extremely well 
received in these challenging times and a great way to 
recognise the dads for the amazing contributions they 
make to their children’s lives. As well as this our P & F 
have set up the Mango Fundraiser again this year. See a 
parent or contact the school if you would like to put in an 
order. 
 
Finally, we are taking 
enrolments for 2022 and 
we encourage anyone 
who is interested in 
sending their child to 
Murrabit Group School 
to contact the Principal, 
Greg Adams 
(0447531841) to 
discuss the wonderful 
learning opportunities 
available to your child. 
 
Greg Adams 
Principal 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the  

MAA Office by 
 

THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 2021 
 

Information can be emailed to 
 murrabit1@bigpond.com 

delivered or posted through the door.  
 

Community interest info is free.   
Advertise from $10. 

POSTPONED DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS 
The November Murrabit newsletter edition will instead 
feature some history of the Murrabit Group School to 
commemorate the anniversary. 

Murrabit Lawn Tennis Club 

Now taking names for the 2021/2022 Season! 
Training is underway.  
Hoping to commence play around 16 October  
(COVID restrictions permitting). 

Come and join us! 
Enquiries to Angela Morton 0408 313 257 
or E: murrabitlawntennisclub@gmail.com 
Excited to also announce that the tennis clubrooms are 
now powered by solar  thanks to assistance from the 
Murrabit Recreation Reserve Committee and funding 
from DELWP. 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

 

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457-2225 



 

Lots of Goodies at Buy Bee Shop 

DROUGHT SUPPORT 

Stormwater Project Update 
This project will convert the current open drain network to an 
underground drainage infrastructure system. This will  
provide more effective treatment of stormwater, reducing the 
severity of rainfall events and ponding within the Murrabit 
township. The project is funded through a allocation of 
$1.1M from the Federal Government Local Roads and 
Community Instructure Program. 
 
S&R Engineering and Construction are undertaking works to 
upgrade the drainage network throughout Murrabit on behalf 
of the Gannawarra Shire Council. 
 
Stages 1-4 of the project will be completed. These stages 
involve the installation/construction of: 
• 41 x concrete pits 
• 1300m x drainage pipe ranging in size from 300-

900mm diameter 
• 1250m x 225mm diameter HDPE rising main 
• Pump station 
• 5ML detention dam 

 

Throughout the project, various roads will be impacted due 
to the construction works. 
• Browning Avenue 
• Gonn Avenue/Murrabit-Kerang Road 
• Danson Street 
• Laursen Street 
 
In some locations, full road closures will be implemented 
(local traffic will still be able to access properties under S&R 
guidance). In other locations, traffic speed reduction signs 
will be implemented to ensure safe passage of traffic 
throughout/around the construction zone. 
 
S&R will strive to minimise the impacts caused to each 
resident as much as possible. Unfortunately, due to the 
nature of the works, there may be small periods of restricted 
access to properties whilst we trench and install the 
drainage network. The S&R team will work directly with the 
affected residents to minimise the impact and ensure access 
is maintained as much as possible. 
 
Preliminary works commenced on 13 September and the 
project is expected to be complete by early 2022. 
 
Enquiries specifically related to this project may be directed 
to the S&R project team: 
Clayton Holmes 0439 427 129 or  
Brett Dickinson 0400 687 107. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding the works, 
please contact Gannawarra Shire Council 5450 9333.  

Roof is now on the new Netball and Umpire Changeroom s 
being constructed at the Murrabit Recreation Reserve. 

5 megalitre detention dam being constructed on the corner 
of Browning Avenue and Church Street, Murrabit. 

New Murrabit Tourism Signs promoting the Annual Easter 
Tennis Tournament and Annual Murrabit Cod Challenge. 



Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
Ph: 5457 2293  
Mob: 0408 500 988  

Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 

HON PETER WALSH MLA 

YOUR STATE MEMBER OF  

PARLIAMENT REPRESENTING  

MURRAY PLAINS ELECTORATE 

496 High Street, ECHUCA  

Phone: 5482 2039 or 

                                              1300 467 906           

Email: peter.walsh@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Please feel free to contact my office with any matters 
concerning the State Government or its departments. 

Funded from Parliamentary Budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Fully automated garden watering systems and 

repairs 

• Swimming pool maintenance 

• Small engine and pump repairs 

• Home maintenance 

• General odd jobs 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

Community owned and operated gift 
shop and visitor centre, Gonn Avenue, 
Murrabit (part of the Murrabit  
Market Office Complex) 
Currently open Murrabit Market 
mornings 9am to 12:30pm 

Other times by appointment by 
phoning 5457 2205 

Keep up to date by liking our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions 

MARKET CLEAN UP  
ROSTER 2021 

 
October Market 

Murrabit Tennis Club 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 
5457 0304   

Mb. 041 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

Murrabit Recreation Reserve News 
Vince Maher and John Danson both ‘semi-retired’ from the Murrabit 
Recreation Reserve Committee of Management at the triennial 
meeting held in September. Vince was the President and John Vice-
President. Both have been on the committee since the 1960s!  
The new President of the Murrabit Recreation Reserve Committee is 
Terry Morton with Stephen O’Donoghue and Jo Yard continuing as 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
Well done Vince and John on many, many years of service to your 
community! (‘Semi-retired’ because we know they will both still take an 
active interest and involvement in everything that goes on). 

Miss Keats Park 
Upgrade Works 
If you have headed down to the 
Murrabit Boat Ramp recently you 
would have noticed some vast 
improvements. 
New signage has been installed, 
along with some upgraded picnic 
table and chair sets, fire pits and a 
new gravel road.  
This has been a community-led 
project overseen by the Murrabit 
Special Projects Committee. 
The reserve is named after local 
identity, Miss Margaret Keats 
(1895-1970) who was the first 
woman to graduate from the 
University of Melbourne with a 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science in 
1923. The reserve is significant to 
our local history as Miss Keats 
was stationed on the nearby 
bridge over the Murray River. No stock was able to pass over the 
border without being approved and signed off by Miss Keats.  

Great to see people enjoying the camping areas in Miss 
Keats Picnic Park over the school holidays. 

https://www.facebook.com/murrabitpromotions

